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SAYMA YEARLY MEETING
WARREN WILSON COLLEGE, SWANNANOA, NC
JUNE 13 - 16, 1996

NAME ADDRISS ZIP TELEPHONE # MONTHLY MEETING
Adelman, Richard 500 Mattie-Marion 1d., Waynesville, NC 28786 T04/926-9987 Asheville

Adelman, Elizabeth 500 Mattic-Marion Rd.. Wanyesville, NC 28786 704/926-9987 Asheville

Ahrens, Chris 31 Wagon Trail, Black Mountain, NC 28711 F04/669-6413 Black Mountain WG
Ahrens, Olga 31 Wagon Trail, Black Mountain, NC 28711 704/669-6413 Biack Mountain WG
Anderson, Bradley 2906 Burney Dr., Cola, 5C 29205 803/252-8300 Columbia

Anderson, Scth* (10) 2906 Burney Dr., Cola, CS N 29205 803/252-8900 Columbia

Anderson, Deth 2906 Burney Dr., Cola, 8C ' 29205 803/252-8900 Columbia

Anderson, Carl* (8) 2906 Burney Dr., Cola, SC 29205 , 803/252-8900 Columbia

Baker, Alice® (14) 1390 Goerins Bridge Rd., Awendaw, 5C 29429 803/849-8435

Baker, Rob* (16) 1390 Goerins Bridpe Rd.. Awendaw, SC 29429 803/849-8435

Bams, Bob 11044 Wecping Willow Way, Nevada City, CA _ 95939 916/273-2604 Grass Valley,Pacific YM
Barrus, Bob 1602 1lannah Branch Rd., Burnsville, NC 28714 T04/675-5995 Celo

Darrus, Dot” 1602 Hannah Branch Rd., Burnsville, NC 28714 704/675-5995 Celo

Barrus, Roninie 1602 Hannah Dranch Rd., Burpsville, NC 28714 704/675-5995 Celo

Bartlett, Douglas E. WWC-5195, 1.0, Box 9000, Asheville, NC 28815 7047298049 Asheville

Baxter, Mary Ludwig 6412 Lake Mecadows, Hixson, TN 37343 423/842-1373 Chattanooga

Berg, Chris 49 Arbotos Trail, Greenville, SC 29607 864/235-7304 Greenville

Bergqguist, Daryl 442 Red Maple Rd., Blountsville, AL 35031 205/429-3088 Royal WG

Beziat, Pam 2131 Bemard Ave., Naslhville, TN 7212 615/292-4079 Nashville

Blais, Greg 99 Raosc Hill Rd., Asheville, NC 28803 704/299-8889 Asheville

Boggs, Clay* (13) 114 Elm St., Berea, KY 40403 606/986-9188 Berea

Boling, Willamac* (3} 173 Flora Ave., NE, Adlanta, GA 30307 404/658-1531 Atlanta

Bonnington, Stward 1451 Zine Plant Rd., Clarksville, TN 37040 615/647-9284 Nashville
Bonninglon, Pegpy 1451 Zinc Plant Rd., Clarksville, TN 37040 615/647-9284 Nashville

Boyd, Zora 1757 Haymcadow Rd., Hays, NC 28635 910/696-2872 Celo

Boyd, Bilt ' 1757 Haymcadow Rd., Hays, NC 28635 910/696-2872 Celo

Buck, Peter 309 Portman Villa Rd., Black Mountain, NC 28711 F04/254-9123 Asheville

Bunch, Diane 5813 Hillock, Knoxvilie, TN 371918 423/689-4288 W. Knoxville

DBurke, Kathleen 5140 T E. Ponece de Leon Ave. Sione Mountain, GAJ0083 404/296-9841 Atlanta

Burmum, Randy* (3) P.O. Dox 5332, Atlanta, GA 30307 404/377-5962 Atlanta

Burnum, Trip* (5) ' P.0. Dox 5332, Atanta, GA 30307 404/377-5962 Atlanta

Bush, Phillip 11711 Laureal Grove Laune, Charlotte, NC 28220 704/541-1808

Calhcoun, Mary 165 Jackson St., Abingden, VA 24210 540/628-5852 Tri-Cities

Cardwell, Alex* Rt. 2, Willow Cove Rd., Leicester, NC 28748 704/683-18(9 Asheville

Carpentier, John 1220 Conway Rd., Decatur, GA 30030 404/378-1425 Atlanta



Carter, Bennett
Carter, Leslie

Ciscel, David H.
Ciscel, David

Clark, Nancy

Clark, Herb

Clayton, Ellie
Clayton, Lany

Cline, R. Charlotte
Coker, Jessica* (15)
Coleman, Diane
Collins, David
Cooney, Lllen

Cox. Robert M. (Bob)
Cox, Eleanor M. (Ellic)
Dean-Carpentier, Matihjas* )]
Dempsey, Sam

Dowd, Ruth

Downey, Mary Ann
Dhaffield, Ann
DufTield, Bob
Edenfield, Lindsay* (4)
CEdenficld. Paul
Edenfield, Tim* (7)
Edenlield, Jay* (9)
Edgemeyer, Lucy® (9)
Edgemeyer,Marion*® (11)
Edgerton, Ted
Edleman, Dee

Elliott, David

Elliott, }oan

Endry, Paul

Ensign, Deth

Estes, Kristi

Esther, Barbara
Evans, Eowyn* (15)
Ewen, Priscilla* (15)
Ewen, Julia

Farr, Katy

Flege, Jim

Foster, Drew
Fourspring, Pal

1568 Upland Rd., Huntingion, WV
1568 Upland Rd., 1Muntinglon, WV
1950 Nelson Ave., Memphis, TN

1950 Nelson Ave., Memphis, ‘I'N

Rt. 5 Box 341C, Bumnsville, NC

Rt. 5 Box 341C, Burnsville, NC

160 Jocassce lake Rd., Salem, SC
160 jocassee Lake Rd.. Salem, SC
116 Rogers St., Derea, KY

2310 Roland St., Chadotte, NC

2511 Fairfax Ave., Nashville, TN

504 Carl Dxr., Chapel Hill, NC

121 Bucher Dr., Decatur, GA

615 Laurel Lake Dr., Apt. A-320, Colambus, NC
615 Lauref Lake Dr., Apt. A-320, Columbus, NC
1220 Conway Rd.. Decatur, GA

105 Second St., Black Moontan, NC
2617 Brers North Dr., Dunwoody, GA
860 Berkshire Ikd., Atlanta, GA

63 Deer Run, Headersonville, NC

63 Deer Run, Hendersoaville, NC
411C S, Candler 81, Decatur, GA
411C S, Candler St., Deeatur, GA
411C 8. Candler 8., Decatur, GA
411C 8. Candler St., Decater, GA
432 Shady Lane, Wilkesboro, NC

432 Shady Lane, Wilkesboro, NC

432 Shady Lane, Wilkesboro, NC

105 Second Si., Black Mountain, NC
Rt. 2, Box 856, Unijcoi, TN

Rt. 2, Box 856, Unicoi, TN

99 Rose Hill Rd., Asheville, NC

173 Flora Avc., NE, Ailanta, GA
1793 Forrest Ave., Mcmphis, TN

255 Willow Cove Rd., Lejcester, NC
5702 Loyal Ave., Durham, NC

2198 Street DeVille, Ailanta, GA
2198 Street DeVille, Allanta, GA

556 A Crestlill Ave, NE, Atlania, GA
1828 Cedarwood Rd., Vestavia-llills, AL
709 Harding Pl., Nashville, TN

P.O. Box 19432, Asheville, NC

25701
25701
38104
38104
28714
28714
29670
29676
40403
28205
37212
27516
30030
28722
28722
30030
28h1
30360
30324
28739
28739
30030
30030
30030
30030
28697
28697
28697
28711
37692
37692
28803
30307
38112
28748
27713
30345
30345
30306
35216
121
28815

304/697-4508
304/697-4508
90172729229
901/272-9229

TO4/675-5923

T04/675-5923
864/944-0660
864/944-0660
606/986-0388
T04/342-2656
615/269-5559
919/967-1402

404/371-1108

704/894-5322
704/894-5322
404/378-1425
704/669-9198
770/986-9536
404/892-2358
104/692-4336
704/692-4336
404/378-5801
404/378-5801
404/378-5801
404/378-5801
910/667-4354
910/667-4354
910/667-4354
704/669-9198
42377432251
423/743-2251
704/299-8889
404/658-1531
901/274-0833
704/683-2764
919/544-8096
404/636-3086
404/636-3086
404/892-9384
205/934-3644
615/832-0989
704/298-9844

Charfeston
Charteston
Memphis
Memphis
Herrewood-Baltimore Clayton,
Homewood-Baltimore
Brevard
Brevard
Berea
Chaglotie
Nashville
Chapel Hill
Adlanta
Brevard
Brevard
Atlanta
Asheville
Atlanta
Allanta
DBrevard
Brevard
Atlanta
Atlanta
Atlanta
Allanta
Boone
Boone
Boone
Asheville
Tri-Cities
Tri-Cities
Asheville
Atlanta
Memphis
Asheville
Durham
Atlanta
Atlanta
Aflanta
Birmingham
Nashville
Brevard



Fradenburgh, Shari
Fuson, Nelson
Fuson, Manan
Gaines, Susan
Geary, John
Gerbitz, Leslie
Gold, Karen

Gold-Hopton, Daniel* (6)
Gold-ilopion, Joseph* (3}

Gold-Hoplon, Jeremish
Goldthwait, Jane
Gregg. Dennis

Grege, Llizabeth® (16)
Gregg, Forest* (14)

Haddad, Emily Millay* (15)

Hearpe, Lydia® (13}
Hearne, Ellen
Heame, Abby* (10)
IHearne, Ariel™

Hearne, Benjamin®* (13)
Helfmeyer, Devon* (11)

Helfmeyer, Malia® (14)

Hennessey, Eleanor* (17)

Hensley, David* (11)
Hensley, Toni

Herr, Roger

Herr, Collin* (11)
Herr, Tully* (8)
Herr, Zora

Hess, Errol

Hoefer, Lee
Holland, Bilt
Hooson, Sven
Horne, Mary Ann
Houghton, Richard
FHuggins, Martha
Huggins, Chatlie*.(15)
Huggins, Rachel* (4)
Hutchins, Martha
Ingle, Larry

Ingie, Decky

Ivie, Fiona* (15)

1033 Pine Grove Dr., Alphareita, GA
1803 Morena St., Nashwille, TN

1803 Morena St., Naslwille, TN

1519 Wayne Drive, Nashville, TN

171 Edgewoexl Dr., Boone, NC
11178 Liberty S¢t.. Chattanooga, TN
769 Delmar Ave., SEE, Atlanta, GA
769 Delmar Ave., SE, Atlanta, GA
769 Delmar Ave., SIE Atanta, GA
769 Delmar Ave., SIZ, Atdanta, GA
344 White Oak Creek IRkd., Burnsville, NC
206 Lonas Dr., Maryville, TN

206 Lonas Dr., Maryville, TN

206 Lonas Dr., Maryville, TN

255 Willow Cove Rd., Leicester, NC
Rt 2, Willow Cove Rd., Lejcester, NC
255 Willow Cove Rd.; Leicester, NC
Rt 2, Willow Cove RRd.. Leicester, NC
255 Willow Cove Rd.. Leicesier, NC
Rte, 1 Box 182, Arnoldsvilie, GA
Rte. 1 Box 182, Arnoldsville, GA
219 Clarement St., Fayetteville, NC
1343 Shore Road, Gilbert, SC
1343 Shore Road, Gilbert, SC
1809 Brockett Rd., Tucker, GA
1809 Brockett Rd., Tueker, GA
1809 Brockelt Rd., Tucker, GA
1809 Brockeit RRd., Tucker, GA
245 McDawell St., Brisiol, TN
12018 Couch Mill Rd.. Knoxville, TN
860 Derkshire Rd., Atlanta, GA
1455 Ridgeway Rd., Covingion, GA
121 Heatherdown Rd., Decatur, GA

1070 McGregor Lane, Cookeville, TN
Ri. 1, Box 302 A, Hendersonville, NC
Ri. 1, Box 302 A. Hendersonville, NC
I 1, Dox 302 A, Hendersonville, NC
P.O. Dox 5332, Atlanta, GA
1106 Collins Circle, Chatlancoga. TN
1106 Collins Circle, Chattanocoga, TN
113 Cooper Circle, Oak Ridge, TN

3020t
37208
37208
37206
28607
37405
30312
30312
o312
30312
28714
37803
37803
37803

28748
28748
28748
28748
28748
30619
30619
28305
25054
25034
30084
30084
30084
30084
37620
37932
30324
30209
30030
38501
28792
28792
28792
30307
3411
37411
37830

170/667-1732
615/329-0332
615/329-0332
615/227-2099
704/264-5812
423/255-8445
404/622-3328
404/622-3328
404/622-3328
404/622-3328
704/675-5620
423/681-6152
423/681-6152
423/681-6152

T04/683-2764
704/683-1809
704/683-2764
704/683-1809
704/683-2764
706/742-8873
706/742-8873
310/485-8092
803/892-6389
B0O3/B92-6389
770/938-1908
770/938-1908
T10/938-1508
770/938-1903
42317641625
423/693-1529
404/892-2358
T70/786-809G
404/377.9633
615/528-7287
T04/683-8105

T04/685-8105

T04/685-8105
404/377-5962
423/529-5914
423/628-5914
423/432-8077

Atlanta
Nashville
Nashville
Nashville
Boone
Chattanooga
Atlanta
Atlanta
Atlanta
Atlanta
Celo
Crossville
Crossville
Crossville

Asheville
Asheville
Asheville
Asheville
Asheville
Athens
Athens
Fayeuleville
Columbia
Columbia
Altlania
Atlanta
Allanta
Atlanta
Tri-Cities
W. Knoxville
Atlanta
Atlanta
Atlanta
Cookeville
Asheville
Asheville
Asheville
Atlamta
Chattanooga
Chattancoga
W. Knoxville



Ivie, Missy

Johnson, Joyce
Johnson, Kathy
Kedl, Mary

Kehres, Dave

Keiter, Robert
Keiter, Beth
Kilpatrick. Rita

King. lFrances
Lamm, Tim

Lamm, Carol

Lamm, Rooney* (11)
Lamme, Rob
Lee-Riffe, Nancy M.
Lewis, John

Liggett, Samuel Estes
Lipgett, Marjean
Luersseu, Cherrlum
Lyon,

Martin, Frederick
Marvin, Robert
Marvin, Anna Lou
Master, Karen* (17)
Mavournin, Kathilen
Maynard, Rusty
McDonald, Jesse* (11)
MeDonald, Jonah* (t7)
McDionald, Ron
McGuigan, Eva
McGuigan, Tom
McGuigan, Maura* (16)
Meyer, Judy

Meyer, Melissa
Miller-White, Ruth
Miller-White, Brett
Minshall, Janet
Mitchell, Lauren* (14)
Mitchell, Aaron* (13)
Mixson, Joanna* (16}
Mock, Jesse

Mock, Duorothy
Morris, Anne* (15)

113 Cooper Circle, Oak Rijdge, TN

99 Hannali Braneh Rd. Burnsville, NC
1425 Milier Ave. NE Atianta, GA

123 Indian Lane, Ouk Ridge, TN

PP.O. Box 2256, Decatur, GA

181 5. Highland Rd., lohnson City, TN
181 E. Mightand Rd., Johnson City, TN
215 Hurt St., NE, Atlanta, GA

600 Carolina Village Rd. #262, Ilendersonville, NC
902 Slate Lick Rd., Berea, KY

902 Slate Lick Rd., Berea, KY

902 Slate Lick Rd., Berea, KY

223 Hillside Ave., Fayclieville, NC

406 Jackson St. Ilerca, KY

417 Center St., Berea, KY

1793 Torrest Ave., Memphis, TN

1793 Forrest Avec.. Memiphis, TN

1831 Pendieton $i., Columbia, SC

11 Lady Slipper, Weaverville, NC

1901 Hannah Branch Rd., Bumsville, NC
919 N. Idlewild, Memphis, TN

919 N. Idlewild, Memphis, TN

25 Sharon Br., Fairview, NC

344 Seven Oaks [Dr., Knoxville, TN

12 Lookout L., Ashevilic, NC

919 N. Idlewsild., Memphis, TN

219 N, Idlewild, Memphis. TN

919 N. Idlewild, Memphis, TN

3615 Jones Ferry Lane, Alpharetta, GA
3615 Jones IFerry Lane, Alpharetia, GA
3615 Jones Ferry Lane, Alpharetta, GA
Rie. 1 Box 182, Arnoldsvilie, GA

432 Shady Lane, Wilkesboro, NC

204 Long Branch Rd., Swannanoa, NC
204 Long Branch Rd., Swannanoa, NC
354 Arizona Ave., NE, Allanta, GA
1151 Olivette RRd., Asheville, NC

37 Keasler Rd., Asheville, NC

1343 Shore Road, Gilbert, SC

48 Skyland Dr., Pisgah Forest, NC

48 Skyland Dr., Pisgah Forest, NC

343 Adams St., Decalur, GA

37830
28714
30307
37830
30031

- 3601

37601
30307

40403
40403
40403
28301
40403
40403
38112
38112
29201
28787
28714
38107
38107
28730
31922
2BB03
38107
38107
38107
30202
30202
30202
306019
28097
28778
28778
30307
28804
28805
29054
28768
28708
30030

423/482-8077
FH/G75-4555
404/577-1498
423/482-1555
404/982-9634
423/928-7951

423/928-71951

404/525-1874

606/386-9256
606/986-9256
G06/286-9256
910/323-3912
606/986-2088
606/986-1968
901/274-0833
901/274-0833
BO3/771-9023
704/645-9209
704/675-5855
904/272-9850
9042729850

423/691-9506

901/272-9850
901/272-9850
901/272-9850
TI0/442-5775
T70/442-5715
T70/442-5775
T06/742-8873
910/667-4154
704/299-3360
704/299-3360
404/377-6381
T04/258-9794
70472986525
B03/892-6389
T04/884-7000
704/884-7000
40473780595

W. Knoxville
Celo
Atlanta

W. Knoxville
Atlanta
Td-Cities
Trn-Cities
Atlanta
Brevard
Berea
Berea
Berea
Fayetteville
Berea
Berca
Memphis
Memphis
Columbia
Asheville
Celo
Memphis
Mcmphis

W. Knoxville
Asheville
Memphis
Memphis
Memphis
Atlanta
Adlanta
Atlanta
Athens
Boone

Asheville/ Blk. Mtn.
Asheville/ Blk. Mtn.

Adtlanta
Asheville
Asheville
Columbia
Brevard
Brevard
Atlanta



Morris, Karen

Morris, Caroline
Morris, Wesley® {13)
Mykel, Sallie

Neal, J. Philip (Phil)
Neale, Elizabeth S. (Betty)
Owezarek, Sarah* {13)
Parke, Kathryn
Passino, Anne* (13)
Passino, Bea* (5)
Passino, Emily
Patrick, Edie

Pearson, Bruce
Pearson, Julia

Penn, Susan

Polazzo, Free

Potter, Valeric* (15)
Patter, Kit

Potter, Megan Ruth* (B)
Purvis, Jess* (17)
Raymer, Lisa Lewis
Raymer, Anna Marie Lewis*
Reynolds, Bill
Richardson, Marjic
Richardson, Amy* (13)
Richardson, John
Richmond, Bob
Ringwalt Stuart* (16)
Roache, Jay

Rogers, Rebecea
Rogers, Harry

Rouse, Marilyn
Schmitt, Georgi
Sharpe, Sara

Sharpe, Robert
Sharpe, Trenna* (6)
Sharpe, Jacob* (4)
Siceloll, Courtney
Siceloff, Llizabeth
Snider, Susan

Spraker, Stan

Spraker, Carol

343 Adams St., Decatur, GA

1330 Faraday Place, Decatur, Ga
1330 Faraday Place, Decatur, GA
1220 Conway Rd., Decatur, GA

38 Willowbrook Rd., Ashevilic, NC
54 172 Franklin St., Drevard, NC

556 A Cresthill Ave., NIE, Atlanta, GA
39 Wagon Trail, Black Mountain, NC
2512 Westwood Ave., Asheville, NC
2512 Westwood Awve,, Asheville, NC
2512 Westwoud Ave,, Ashieville, NC
709 Judith Drive, Johnson City, TN
4248 Yorkshire Dr., Columbia, 5C
6248 Yorkshire Dr., Columbia, SC
919 N. Idlewild, Memphis, TN

354 Arizona Ave.. NIE, Atianmta, GA
848 Clematis Dr., Nashville, 'I'N

B48 Clematis Dr., Nashville, TN

848 Clematis Dr., Nashwville, TN

2479 Foxwood Ih., Chapel Hill, NC
417 Center St,, Derea, KY

417 Center 51., Berea, KY

3529 Dell Trail. Chattanooga, TN
2035 Happy Creek Rd.. Seymour, TN
2035 Happy Creek Rd., Seymour, TN
2035 tlappy Creck Rd., Seymour, TN
344 Seven Qaks Dr.. Knoxville, TN
2612 Dairyland Rdl., Hillsborough, NC
357 Ivy Place, NE, Atlanta, GA

305 South Saluda Awve., Columbia, SC
305 South Saluda Ave,, Columbia, $SC
P.O. Dox 2250, Decalur, GA

432 Little Switzerland, Knoxville, TN
304 Laurel Ave., South Fittsburg, TN
111713 Liberty St., Chattanooga, TN
304 Laurel Ave.. South Pittsburg, TN
304 Laurel Avc., South Pittsburg, TN
934 Waverly Way, NE, Atlanta, GA
934 Waverly Way, NE, Atlanta, GA
450 New Stock Rd., Asheville, NC

"701 Narthview Dr., NW, Cleveland, TN

701 Northview Dr,, NW, Cleveland, TN

30030
30033
30033
30030
28805
28712
30306
28711
37212
37212
37212
37604
29209
29209
38107
30307
37205
37205
37205
27514
40403
40403
37411
37865
37865
37865
37922
27278
30307
29205
29205
30031
37920
37380
37405
37380
37380
30307
30307
28804
37312
37312

404/378-0595
404/633-4054
404/633-4054
404/378-1425
704/298-0944
704/884-6861
404/892-9384
T04/669-5914
615/292-3712
615/292-3712
615/292-3712
42312834392
B03/776-7471
803/776-7471
901/272-9850
404/377-7155
615/356-6356
615/356-6356
615/356-6356
919/942-7834
606/986-1968
606/986-1968
423/624-6821
423/453-0130
423/453-0130
423/453-0130
423/691-9506
919/942-0596
404/377-1022
803/252-2221
803/252-2221
404/982-9634
423/579-6662
423/837-0772
423/265-8445
423/837-0772
423/837-0772
404/223-6003
4042236003
704/645-4983
423/479-4877
423/479-4877

Atlantla
Allanta
Allanta
Atlanta
Asheville
Brevard
Atlanta
Asheville
Nashville
Nashwille
Nashville
Tr-Cities
Columbia
Columbia
Memphis
Atlanta
Nashville
Nashville
Nashville
Chapel Hill
Berea

Berea
Chattanocoga
W. Knoxville
W. Knoxville
W. Knoxville
W. Knoxville
Chapel Hill
Altlanta
Columbia
Columbia
Adtlanta

W, Knoxville
Chattanooga
Chatianooga
Chattanooga
Chattanooga
Adlanta
Adllanta
Celo =
Chatlanooga
Chatlanooga



Steele, Abbie
Stewart, Jacob* (10)
Stewart, David
Stewart, Emily* (14)
Stewart, Karen
Swarm, Lee Ann
Sweitzer, Sandy

Sweitzer-Lamme Jon William*(4)
Sweitzer-Lamme Madeline* (1)

Sword, Molly* (15)
Taylor, Joc

Thatcher, Hibbard
Thomforde, Winiired
Thomforde, Philip
Thompson, Curt
Tiptoo, Kelly* (11)
Treadwell, Perry
Vaughan, Willard
Vaughao, Nathan* {10}
Vaughan, Benjamin® (14)
Yaughan, Margaret
Vinson, Dunean

von Beck, Maron
Waterman, Lauren* (15)
Waters, David
Watson, Sarah M.
Wattles, Astin

Weir, Dawn

Weir, Rachel
Wellbom, Jane

Wells, Dylan* (1)
Wells., Robin

Wexler, Lydia
Wexler, Elias "Eli"*(7)
White, Rose

Wicgel, Helen
Wicgel, Bill

Williams, Joan

Wolff, Bettina
Wright, Penny

822 Arlington Mill Dr., #104, Arlinglon, VA

3230 Seven Springs Rd., Hillsborough,
3239 Seven Springs Rd., Hillsborough,
3249 Seven Springs Rd.. EHillsborough,
3239 Seven Springs R, Hillsborough,
432 Litlle Switzerland, Knoxville, TN
223 Ilillside Ave., Fayctteville, NC
223 Hillside Awve., Fayclieville, NC
223 Hillside Ave., Fayetteville, NC
2511 Fairfax Ave., Nashville, TN

1033 Pinc Grove Rd., Alpharetia, GA
1012 B3attery Lane, Nashville, TN
P.O. Box 541 Pleasant 1l TN

P.O. Box 541, Pleasant Fill, I'N

6563 Devonshire Cl. MNorcross, GA
with Lamm Family '
2442 Shadwdlale Lane, Decatuy, GA
2729 Garrett Dr., Bowling Green, KY
2729 Garrett D, Bowling Green, XY
2729 Garrett D, Bowling Green, KY
2729 Garrett Dr., Bowling Green, KY
3648 Rockhill Road, Birmingham, Al
9121 Jenny Cook, Knoxville, TN

2220 E Tth 81, #C. Charlotte, NC
4736 Tth Ave, S., Birnsingham, AL
266 Merrimon. Asheville, NC

1425 Miller Ave. NE Atlanta, Ga

NC
NC
NC
NC

1362 Hannah Branch Rd., Bumsvilic, NC
1362 Hannah Branch Rd.. Burnsville, NC

482 Seminole Ave,, NE, Atlanta, GaA

116 Hillside St., Asheville, NC
116 Hillside St., Asheville, NC

1877 Seven Mile Ridge Rd., Burnsville, NC
1877 Seven Mile Ridge Rd., Burnsville, NC

4805 Penn Wyne, Greenboro, NC

1171 Warren Dr. Wilniington, OIE

1171 Warren Dr. Wilminglon, Ol

120 Maple St.. Brevard, NC

RR 1 Box 77, Lake Lure, NC

1106 Caldwell Lane, Nashwville, TN

22204
27218
27278
27278
27278
37920
28301
2530
28301
37212
30201
37220
38578
38578
30003

30033
42104
42104
42104
42104
35223

- 37923

18204

¢ 35222

28801
30307
28714
28714
30307
28801
28801
28714
28714
27410
45177
4511
28712
28746
37204

703/824-0831
919/732-9630
919/732-9630
919/732-9630
9197732-9630
423/5719-6662
910/323-3912
910/323-23912
910/323-3912
615/269-5559
T10/667-1732
615/298-3147
615/277-5003
615/271-5003
TI0/708-2773

404/325-1504
502/782-7588
502/782-7588
30277827588
5027782-7588
205/967 6805
423/691-3332
704/334-9276
205/591-0835
709/254-1186
404/577-1498
T04/675-5620
TO4/675-5620
404/688-9603
T04/251-1168
T04/251-1168
T4/675-43061
TO4/675-4361
910r294-6156
513/382-0019
513/382-0019
704/883-3270
T04/625-4901
615/298-1385

Langley Hill
Durham, NC
Durham, NC
Durham, NC
Durham, NC
W, Knoxville
Fayelteville
Fayetteville
Fayetteville
Nashville
Atlanta
Nashwville
Crossviile
Crossville
Atlanta
Berea
Ailania
Nashville
Nashville
Nashville
Nashville
Chattanooga
W. Knoxville
Charlotte
Birmingham
Asheville
Atlanta

Celo

Celo

Atlanta
Asheville
Asheville
Celo

Celo

New Garden
Spring(ield (Wilmingion)
Springfield (Wilmington)
Brevard
Asheville
Nashville



1996 SAYMA Yearly Meeting
Meetings for Worship for Business
Revised (6/13/96) Agendas

The agendas below are more recent than those in the printed program. Two
experiments are offered this year in hopes of aiding our meetings for worship for
business: orientation periods just prior to meehngs for business, and opportunities
to continue discussions in informal follow-up sessions, Friday and Saturday at 6:00.

(Expionotion of “*~ ang “+7)

* Yearly Meeting reps to Wider Quaker Organizations intending to make oral
reports during meeting for worship for business—

If you have not already confirmed with the clerk, please use the WQO sign-up sheet
in Cannon/Gladfeltner to specify which day you wish to report. If you do not have a
preference, please indicate that.

+ Regarding reporis on monthly meeting discussions of AFSC & SAYMA during
the year past—

Representatives of monthly meetings wishing to share a minute or a summary of
your meeting's consideration of concerns pertaining to AFSC, please use the
AFSC/SAYMA sign-up sheet in Cannon/Gladfeltner to specify which day you wish
to report. If you do not have a preference, please indicate that.

Friday, June 14

9:25 a.m. Orientation for Business (5 minutes prior to start of meeting)
Overview _
Questions & clarifications regarding process & practice

9:30 a.m. Meeting for Worship for Business

Centering (
Recognize visitors and welcome newcomers
Agenda review
Approve minutes of Yearly Meeting 1995
Faith and Practice: new suggestions of changes for new exarnining cmie.
Epistue Committee
H. Thatcher Stie Selection for 1997

B. Boyd Treasurer’s report and budget presentation
B. Wolff Handbook presentation
Break
N. Lee-Riffe Faith and Practice: examining committee presentation
E. Hess Nominations presentation
E. Hess Suggestion from Tri-Cities re: service opportunites

= Wider Quaker Organization/effort reports:
+ Reports on monthly meeting discussions of AFSC & SAYMA:

6:00-6:30 p.m., Cannon/Gladfeler. Friday evening: optional 30 minute discussion

time in follow-up to that day's business, preview of next day's. :
Confinued on other side



Saturday, June 15

9:25a.m. Orientation for Business (5 minutes prior to start of meeting)
Preview
Questions & clarifications regarding process & practice

9:30 a.m. Meeting for Worship for Business

Centering _
Recognize visiiors and welcome newcomers -
- Agenda review
E Hess - Nominations decision
B, Boyd Budget decision
B. Ensign Administrative Assistant report
B. Wolff Archivist report : )
+ Reports on monthly meeting discussions of AFSC & SAYMA
Break o
D. Gann Featured Wider Quaker Organization: AFSC
N. Lee-Riffe Faith and Practice Examining Committee recommendations decision
S. Sweitzer ~ Quaker House report ’ Co
Faith and Practice Examining Committee for 96-97, if needed
Kathy Burke * Wider Quaker Organization/effort reports: FWCC

6:00-6:30 p.m., Cannor/Gladfeltner. Sawrday evening: optional 30 minute
discussion time in follow-up to that day's business, preview of next day's.

Sunday, June 16

11:15 a.m. Meeting for Worship for Business

Centering
Agenda review
J.Gold. « Wider Quaker Organization/effort reports: YouthQuake
Hopton Report from SAYF commitiee
D. Bergquist Ministry & Nurture
Epistle report
R. Herr Yearly Meeting Planning Committee report
Youth SAYF report from youth
Children Junior Yearly Meeting report from children

1:15 p.m. Representatives Meeting

Winter rep. meeting minutes: approval
Logistics for Fall & Winter rep meetings
D. Bergquist Whether or not to explore creating a way for making money decisions between meetings
D. Bergquist Question of whether or not SAYMA wants a policy of supporting individuals' spiritual
' development with financial assistance, when needed, for attending FGC
E. Hess Request regarding Quaker publications conference
C. LaMonte  Concem from Birmingham regarding destruction of churches



26TH YEARLY MEETING OF SAYMA
MEETING FOR WORSHIP FOR THE CONDUCT OF BUSINESS
WARREN WILSON COLLEGE, SWANNANOA, NC
6/13/1996 - 6/16/1996

Fourteenth Day, Sixth Month, 1996 First Session (Attendance List Attached [96/1] - 79 signed in)

Clerk Lisa Lewis Raymer offered a brief orientation to the process and practice of a meeting for
business prior t¢ the beginning of the first business session for the 25th Yearly Meeting of SAYMA.
Out of the centering silence we were asked to hold Sandy Mershon, SAYMA Administrative
Assistant in the Light as she was receiving chemotherapy and testing for cancer. She was unable to be
with us because of the state of her immune system at this time.
After they were introduced, we welcomed the following visitors:
Bob Bamns of Grass Valley, CA (Pacific Yearly Meeting) as a spokesperson for Right Sharing
of World Resources with a minute of introduction from Grass Valley Friends Meeting.
Allen Oliver of Lomnsville, KY as the Nurture Coordinator of FGC with a minute of introduction
Helen Wiegel of Wilmington Yearly Meeting as FWCC visitor to SAYMA
Maurian Fuson speaking for Pendle Hill
SERO (Southeast Regional Office) of AFSC is also holdmg a meeting here and will be available
for discussion
A special welcome was extended to those who were attending Yearly Meeting for the first time.
Greetings from FWCC were read (Attached 96/2).

Apenda
It was noted that some of the topics on today's agenda are only being introduced to allow
for seasoning before action is considered. One mechanism for this is the 30 minute
discussion time after dinner to allow follow-up of this day’s business and preview
tomorrow’s.
- Approve minutes of 1995 Yearly Meeting
- Call for items for examimnation by Faith and Practice Examining Committee
- Site Selection for 1997 report
- Handbook presentation
- Faith and Practice Examining Committee presenmuan
- Epistle Committee
- Nominating Committee presentation '
- Monthly Meeting Responses to Concern About Relationship of SAYMA and AFSC
Prior to addressing agenda items we heard a concem from Joe Taylor about agenda items for the
Representatives Meeting to follow Yearly Meeting. He felt that several warranted consideration of the
full business session. It was explained that most of these items were received at the very last minute thus
precluded from inclusion in the full agenda.

Minutes of 1995 Yearly Meeting
Minute 96-1: Minutes from Yearly Meeting 1995 did not need any corrections.

Call for Items to be Examined by Faith and Practice Examining Committee
Phil Neal offered a concern about the use and consumption of alcohol and other substances for the Faith

and Practice examining committee to reconstder the wording of the present advice to reflect that the use
of same would never be considered as socially acceptable. On examination of the current Guide to Faith
and Practice, it was found that no advice exists, rather there are queries about this issue. Since it was
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an individual concern that had not yet been seasoned through a Monthiy Meeting it was suggested by
the committee that this concern be subjected to that process and our minutes reflect the concern.

Epistle Committee
Duncan Vinson and Mary Baxter both of Chattanooga volunteered to form the Epistle Committee.

Site Selection Committee _
Hibbard Thatcher reported for the Site Selection for 1997 Committee. (Attachment 96/3)
Maryville College for either 1997 or 1998 is unavailable due to prior commitments to previous groups.
Otherwise it is deemed to be a likely, suitable spot.
Chorces for 1997: Southern College in Collegedale, TN
" Tennessee Wesleyan in Athens, TN

Hiwassee College in Madisonville, TN
Coliegedale - Seventh Day Adventist restrictions as to diet and behavior impinge on our usual program
of activities because they close all recreational activities from Friday 6 PM to Sunday morning. Other
factors of site and accommodations are favorable. _
Hiwassee - Non-restrictive as to activities, less desirable as to accommodations and meals.
Tennessee Wesleyan - probably too small for cur needs, also more urban, which may present problems
with safety for the children.

Minute 96-2 Approved Hiwassee College, Madisonville, TN as site for 1997 and 1998, second
weekend in June as site for Yearly Meetings #27 and #28.

Minute 96-3 Approved Warren Wilson College, Swannanoa, NC as site for 1999 and 2000,
second weekend in June if available as site for Yearly Meetings #29 and #30.

Minute 96-4 We wholeheartedly approved the following minute of appreciation offered by
Bettina Wolff:

Southern Appalachian Yearly Meeting and Association, gathered in

annual session June i4, 1996, minutes with grateful appreciation

and love our thanks to Nelson Fuson for his years of devoted service

to keeping our records: to their preparation, mzintenance and preservation.

His care and his concern, more than that of any other person, have kept

the record of our first 20 years available to us and to the wider Quaker

community, a legacy that will keep him alive for us as long and as often

as these records are used.

Handbook (Attachment 96/4)
Bettina Wolff’s report of the work of the Handhook Committee is attached. She recommended the
appointment of an ad hoc group to review the Handbook draft specifically charged to meet before Fall
Representatives Meeting to:

produce or solicit information needed to complete the Handbook

outlme future action required including to draft Faith and Practice revisions called for in Part

Two

anything else required to complete the project.
She also proposed that a retention policy of Yearly Meeting records he formalized to conform to what
has been suggested by the Religious Society of Friends. Action was deferred to the next day. The report
was accepted with the change of the wording of item two from draft to submit proposed revisions to the
Faith and Practice Examining Committee. '
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Minute 96-5 Approved the formation of an ad hoc group of those interested in participating in
tasks related to the Handbook to meet at a time and place to be arranged to be convened by
Bettina Wolff and Peggy Bonnington.

Faith and Practice Examining Committee (Attachment 96/5)
Kristi Estes presented the attached report of the Faith and Practice examining committee. In particular
were the three starred items. Other items will not be presented this year as the committee has not yet
considered the responses from Monthly Meetings. Those present were asked to read the report before
business session tomorrow in preparatton for approval. The proposed changes that will be presented
include:

Charge #1: Homosexuality and whether or not gay and lesbian attenders and members are

welcomed and given equal treatment in SAYMA.

Charge #5: The procedures to be followed in future examination and revisions of the Guide.

1995 Charge #2: Corporate nature of inspiration

1995 Charge #3: Corporate nature of Quaker worship and decision making

The later two charges were deemed to be sufficiently addressed in the current Guide to Faith and
Practice and the comnittee asks that these two charges be excused.
Committee members were identified as available for further discussion this eventng.

Monthly Meeting Responses to Concern About Relationship of SAYMA and AFSC

The following presented Monthly Meeting responses/minutes to the request from SAYMA to explore
the relationship of SAYMA and AFSC pursuant to the concern offered by Larry Ingle at last year’s
Yearly Meeting:

Sue Snider of Celo (Attachment 96/6)

Charlotte Cline of Berea (Attachment 96/7)

Mary Baxter of Chattanooga (Attachment 96/8)

Kristi Estes of Memphis (Attachment 96/9)

Mary Ann Downey of Atlanta (Attachment 96/10)

Harry Rogers of Columbia reported that they had invited Bill Holland of Atlanta AFSC to meet
with them to explore ways of working together in their community. During a potluck meal they
reviewed ongoing and past AFSC/Columbia relations. They concluded that Columbia Meeting was not
convinced that they shared the current concern within SAYMA and were concerned that others had a
problem with the situation.

This day’s business concluded with general announcements concerning registration, committee meetings,
special interest presentations and workshops planned for the afternoen. Of special emphasis was an inter-
generational activity of adults joining Junior Yearly Meeting in a visit to the farm followed by a Meeting
for Sharing. An invitation to be part of the Nowninating Committee’s deliberations at 4 PM was issued.

Centered silence ended with Friendly handshakes.



HAME
Karen Stewart
Tom Hemsly
Beth Andersen
Eilie Clayton
Larry Clayton
lancy Gideen Clark
Gail Ganr
Carol Ciscel
David Ciscel
Bill Cadwaliader
Harry Rogers
Paul Edenfield
Kathy Harth
Abbie Steele
Pan Beziat
San Denmpsey
David Waters
Daryl Bergquist
Bob Duffield
Ann Duffield
Judy Meyer
Lllen Oliver
Rachel Weir
Kathleen Burke
Rita Kilpatrick
Karen Horris
Stan Spraker
Bob Keiter
Beth Keiter
Lee Hoefer
Marion vonBeck
Binford Parlow
Kathryn Parke
Gecrge Oldham
Mary Ann Downey
Ellen Cooney
Susan Snider
Jin Flege

Nancy Lee-Riffe Berea

Bill Reynolds
Beth Parrish
Lee Ann Swarm
Missy Ivie
Phil Themforde
Winnie Thomforde
Kathy Johnsen
dustin Wattles
Bettina Wolff
Kristi Pstes
Drew Foster
Pat Lyons

ATTENDANCE 26th Yearly Meeting of SAYMA

Saturday, June 15,

HEETING AFFILIATION

FGC Central Comu. Rep

Celunbia

Columbia

Brevard
Greenville/Brevard

Baltimere, Homewood/Celo

Stony Run, Baltimore
Hemphis
Henphis

South Carolina
Columbia
htlanta
Atlanta
Langley Hill, vA
Nashyille
hsheville
Birninghan
Royal

Brevard
Brevard

Athens
FGC/Louisville
Celo
htlanta/FWCC
Atlanta
Atlanta
Cleveland, TN
Tri-Cities
Tri-Cities
Knoxville
Knoxville
Jamestoun , HCYM{FUY)
Asheyille
isheville
Atlanta
ktlanta

Celo
Birainghan

Chattancoga

PGC Religious Education Comnm,

W. Knoxyilie
W. Knogville
Crogsville
Crossville
Atlanta
Atlanta
Asheville
Memphis
Nashville
isheville

NAME

Bob Lyons
Hartha Hugging
Ton HeGuigan
Crystal Gaines
Terry Austin
Ilise Cohen
Joln Rogers
James Johnsen
Ron HcDenald
Penny Wright
Lisa Lewis Raymer
Bath Ensign
Richard Adelman

1996

HEETING AFFILTATION
dsheville

Atlanta
itlanta
Atlanta
Greensbaro
Atlanta
Burlington,VT/Hiani
Greenshoro -
Memphis
Nashville
Berea
Atlanta
dsheville



: 26th YEARLY MEETING OF SAYMA
MEETING FOR WORSHIP FOR THE CONDUCT OF BUSINESS
WARREN WILSON COLLEGE, SWANNANQA, NC
6/13/1996 - 6/16/1996

Fifteenth Day, Sixth Month, 1996 Second Session (Attendance List attached [96/11]- 47 signed in)

Out of the silence following a brief orientation period several Friends spoke to our purpose.
As stated by our Clerk: '
"Our goal is not to get through the agenda, but rather to share
the Spirit and cooperate with the revelation, the unfolding of
God’s workings in our midst”
And from Barry Morley’s Beyond Consensus: Salvaging the Sense of the M
*Consensus is the product of willfulness. We will ourselves
to a decision. Sense of the Meeting is a product of willingness
in which we allow ourselves to be led. It is the difference between
reason and faith.’

The second session was opened with more introductions of visitors:
Allen Oliver was more completely introduced as Nurture Coordinator of FGC
Karen Stewart as representative fromn FGC Central Committee
Shari Fradenburgh introduced Don Gann of Stony Run Meeting, Baltitnore as clerk of AFSC's
National Board and Corporation
Beth Parrish from Louisville as representative from FGC Religious Education Committee

Agenda
- Site Selection Completion

- Nominating Committee Presentation

- Treasurer’s Report

- Administrative Assistant’s Report

- Tri-Cities Concern

- Featured Wider Quaker Organization

- Faith and Practice Examining Committee recommendations
- Quaker House Report

- Archivist Report

- Reports from other Wider Quaker reports

Site Selection
Hibbard Thatcher confirmed that we will meet June 12 -15, 1997 at Hiwassee with assurances
of cooperation with us on dietary matters.
We are also confirmed for June 10 - 13, 1999 at Warren Wilson College.




Nominating Committee (Attachment 36/12)

Errol Hess presented,in Bert Skellie's stead, the slate for the upcoming year, as it was formed
prior to Yearly Meeting. Attached is the slate as approved at the end of Yearly Mcetjng with a few
confirmed additions made after the close of Yearly Meeting. Enol spoke to the growth in the number
of positions in the last 10 years (from 17 to 58), with questions as to the wisdom/necessity of so many
positions.

Lee Ann Swarm will replace Lisa Lewis Raymer as Clerk

Faith and Practice Examining Committee will find a clerk from within its’ members

A replacement for Bill Boyd as Treasurer is needed.

Junior Yearly Meeting Coordinators have people willing to be "behind the scenes”, but no one

led to take responsibility as coordinators

Lisa Lewis Raymer volunteered to be Workshop Coordimator

Need representative for FLGC

AFSC positions are as yet unfilled, pending the outcome of Yearly Meetings decision in ﬁllmg

these posmons
Discusston about the last item included a sense of positive support from monthly meetings to continue
our level of involvement with AESC, questions about the financial cost and budget implications of filling
the positions and a statement that to fill the positions would provide an increased Quaker prescncc at
AFSC and open way to share the Spirit's leadings.

MINUTE 96-6 The slate presented by the Nominating Committee was approved with the
exception of AFSC Corporation position #3 and AFSC SERO representative #2, with the
understanding that the Nominating Committee continue working to fill needed positions.

Unity was not reached about the AFSC/SERO positions with the suggestion made that perhaps
Representative’s Meeting could thresh further. Strong feeling was expressed that this was a matter for
the whole of Yearly Meeting to deliberate. It was placed on tomorrow’s agenda to allow for more
seasoning after additional reports and discussion.

Treasurer’s Report (Attachment 96/13)

A proposal for dividing the current duties of SAYMA Treasurer was made. This topic came up
as Bill Boyd asked to be released from Treasurer responsibilities. Instead of the Treasurer being
responsible for bookkeeping, check signing and budget preparation, it was suggested that the
Administrative Assistant take on the bookkeeping tasks. It was determined that Sandy Mershon felt that
she would be able to manage the change in duties within her current allotted hours. This matter was
deferred to the Finance Committee for further deliberation toward ma.kmg a recommendation to Yearly
Meeting.

Bill Boyd presented a report of the past year’s finances. It was accepted with a few clarifications
as to Junior Yearly Meeting Coordinator and Bookstore items.

The 1996-1997 Budget was presented with notation of increasing the annual assessment from
$35.00 to $42.00 and the newsletter fee increased from $4.00 to $6.00; increasing SAYF budget.
Clarification of budget items and the proposal to transfer reserve funds to prevent running on a deficit
budget used the allotted time for this business session. Friends spoke to budgeting to expected revenue
and not spending beyond that amount. Affirmation of the value and need for the newsletter was offered.
E-mail delivery was suggested as a means of reducing cost of mailing.

MINUTE 96-7 The increase from $4.00 to $6.00 for the ncwsletter was approved.

Further action was delayed to the evening session,




Wider Quaker Orgamization Presentation
Don Gann, Clerk of the Service Committee of the National AFSC Board spoke to us about the history

of AFSC: how it has shifted emphasis from relief in its early days; to reconciliation based on the
foundation of living by a Power that takes away the occasion for war;to development, ultimately seeing
itself as an agent for social change. He concluded with the statement that AFSC is special not because
of its work but because of its base, i.e. Friends and Spirit, living the principle that God is in every
human being.

During the afiernoon a Meeting for Worship for Memorial was held for:
Martha "Teeny" Cheesman Oldham of Asheville (Attachment 96/14)
Margaret Ruth Calbeck Neal of Asheville (Attachment 96/15)

Ruth Humphey of Asheville
Susanna "Susy" Jestine Riffe of Berea (Attachment 96/16)

Others mentioned out of the silence included Fred Minshall, Christine Kellogg and Witlis
Weatherford.

EVENING SESSION (Attendance was not recorded)

Quaker House Annual Report
At 6 PM we reconvened to hear Sandy Switzer give the annual report of Quaker House, Fayetteville,
NC. They are celebrating 25 years of military counseling and training for conscientious objector
counseling. They send out a regular newsletter and actively advertise their 1-800 telephone number on
and near military installations.

Clerk Lisa Lewis Raymer opened business by sharing the following from Thomas Kelley's Simplification
of Life:
“And I find He never guides us into an intolerable scramble of panting feverishness. The
Cosmic Patience becomes, in part, our patience, for after all God is at work in the world. It is
not we alone who are at work tn the world, frantically finishing a work to be offered to God.
Life from the Center is a life of unhurried peace and power. It is simple. It is serene. It
is amazing. It is tiumphant. It is radiant. It takes no time, but it occupies all our time. And it
makes our life programs new and overcoming, We need not get frantic. He is at the helm. And
when our little day is done we lie down quietly in peace, for all is well.”

Budget (Attachment 96/17)
MINUTE 96-8 The budget was approved as presented.

Both Larry Ingle and Dennis Gregg addressed the need access reserve funds as dictated by cash flow
crunches when assessment payments are delayed to the end of the fiscal year. Another discussion about
the funding of SAYMA representatives to Wider Quaker Organizations resulted in our bemg reminded
by the Archivist that we had reached unity several years ago that we would fund these representatives
2 set amount for travel to meetings.

Monthly Meeting Responses to Concerns About Relationship of SAYMA and AFSC
Bob Duffield of Brevard submitted the attached minute. (Attachment 96/18)

Greenville Friends submitted proposed queries about the relationship between SAYMA and
AFSC. (Attachment 96/19)



We were asked to respond to the consideration of whether to fill the remaining AFSC/SERO positions.

Daryl Bergguist spoke to his reasons for volunteering to fill the second SERO position. When he
received the mission statement he was so disturbed by the violence of language and purpose he was
moved to initiate a correspondence that resulted in his clearness that he was led 10 be part of helping
to set the direction of AFSC and that it would be an experience through which he could leamn.

MINUTE 96-9 We approved the appointment of Daryl Bergquist to the SERQ #2 ﬁosition for
2 years.

Administrative Assistant Report and 1996 SAYMA Census (Attachment 96/20) _
Beth Ensign reported in Sandy Mershon’s absence. She reaily appreciates the faithful contact from those

wbo did so, but many of her tasks are made more difficult to complete when requests of Representatives
and others for information or materials are not honored in a timely manner,

Additional Attachments -

Due to time constraints the following reports were submitted in writing without an oral presentation.
Kathy Burke for FWCC (Attachment 96/21)
Bettina Wolff for Records/Archivist (Attachment 96/22)
Minutes of the Coordinating Council of the Friends Peace Team Project (Attachment 96/23)

After the closing silence we dispersed to participate in Meeting for Fun, the Junior Yearly Meeting’s
demonstration of their achievements during the weekend.
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Ted Edgerton
Helissa Meyer
Bruce Pearscn
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Julia Ewen
0lga Ahrens
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Elizabeth Siceloff
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Bob Cox
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Phil Neal
Dorothy Hock
Mary Ann Doumey
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Stuart Bonnington
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Bob Barrus

Judy Meyer
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Larry Ingle

Becky Ingle

Rusty Maynard

Kit Potter

Susan Gaines

Pam Beziat

Toni Hensly

Jesse Mock

John Carpenter
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Duncan Vinson
Hary Baxter

John Geary

Peter Buck

Paul Edenfield
Bihbard Thatcher
John Lewis
Cherriyn Luerssen
David Waters
Kathleen Burke
Nancy Lee-Riffe
Richard Adelman
Elizabeth Adelman

ATTENDANCE 26th Yearly Meeting of SAYMA

Sunday, June 16, 1996

MEETING AFFILIATION
Boone

Boone

Columbia

Colunbia

Atlanta
Asheville/Swannanoa
Asheville/Swannanoa
Atlanta

Atlants

Atlanta

Brevard

Brevard

itlanta

hsheville
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Brevard
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Asheville
Asheville
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KFSC-SERQ

' AFSC-SERO-Miami

AFSC-SERQ-Miani
Hashville
Boone
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Asheville
Knoxville
Atlanta
Brevard
Hashville
Berea



26th YEARLY MEETING OF SAYMA
MEETING FOR WORSHIP FOR THE CONDUCT OF BUSINESS
WARREN WILSON COLLEGE, SWANNANOA, NC
6/13/1996 - 6/16/1996

Sixteenth Day, Sixth Month, 1996 Third Session (Attendance List attached [96/24]-72 signed in)

‘Clerk Lisa Lewis Raymer led us in centering followed by a brief agenda review.

Agenda
- Letter of greetings from Religious Society of Friends in Britain
- Additional Nominating committee recommendation
- T Cities response to AFSC concern
- Faith and Practice Examining recommendations .
- Yearly Meeting Planning Committee report
- SAYF Committee report
- YouthQuake representative report
- Epistle
- SAYF Report
- Junior Yearly Meeting Report

The clerk read aloud a letter of greetings from British Friends (Attachment 96/23).

Nominating committee recommendations
MINUTE 96/10 David Cisel of Memphis was approved as Treasurer for a term of 3 years.

Sue Snider was approved as a member of the Faith and Practice Examining
Committee.

T Cities response to AFSC concern (Attachment 96/26)

Errol Hess reported that Tn Cities does not wish to take a position regarding SAYMA support of AFSC,
rather, their process of study and reflection led to an awareness of and unmet need for Quaker service
opportunities. Melissa Meyer shared experiences and lessons learned from Ilinois Yearly Meetings
attempts to run work camps. :

A further concern rose from this discussion: Business meetings and Representatives meetings allow
sufficient time for thoughtful discussion of controversial agenda items so that decisions can be made at
those sessions not deferred to future meetings for decisions. Several suggestions were made for
facilitating discussions; threshing meetings, quarterly meetings, including specified time for dialogue in
Yearly Meeting programming.

MINUTE 96/11 Fall Representatives Meeting is charged with including this concern on the
agenda for discussion.

The second item in the attachment was deferred to Representatives Meeting.

Eai d Practice Examining committee recommendations
MINUTE 96/12 We approved the committee’s suggestion that charges #2 & 3 from 1995 (See
Attachment 96/5) having been considered in a general fashion, now be laid down.

MINUTE 96/13 Deferred back to the committee for editorial clarification, charge # 5 from 1994




(time frame and nature of feedback from Monthly Meetings for proposed changes.
The committee wishes to stand down from presenting charge #1 from 1994.

arly Meeting Planni mmi epo
Roger Herr thanked all those who had participated in making this year's Yearly Meeting so enjoyable
and successful. There were 300 participants, 40 Junior Yearly participants and 45 SAYF participants.
He recommended that the Treasurer be an active participant in the planning process and stressed the
importance of meeting registration deadlines to ensure adequate planning for facilities, programs and
budgeting.

AYF Committee Report '
Daryl Berquist reported that the members of this committee request that SAYMA appoint an oversight

committee to help plan and facilitate a retreat for the committee. At that retreat the committee will seek
discernment on a variety of issues facing the Young Friends community among which are the
forinalizing the committee’s structure and its description, discussion of the size of the committee, its
responsibilities, how decisions are made and what decisions will be asked of the committee.
Additionally, it is desired that retreat guidelines and adult gnidelines will be developed. How will SAYF
respond when the guidelines are not met. The emphasized focus will be how we can best nurture the
SAYF community. Further, the committee requests the SAYF itemize all disbursements of monies from
the SAYF budget, which should also be approved by the SAYF committee.

MINUTE 96/14 We approved Karen Morris of Atlanta, Daryl Bergquist of Mt. Royal, Free
Polazzo of Atlanta and Peggy Bonnington of Clarksville to constitute the requested oversight
committee.

Karen Stewart spoke to the very positive relationship between SAYF and PFF youth that has been
fostered by the SAYF activities,

YouthQuake representative report (Attachment 96/27)

Jeremiah Gold-Hopton summarized his attached report.

Epistie .

The 26th Yearly Meeting of the Southern Appalachian Yearly Meeting and Association was
unable to complete an epistle due to technical malfunctions. Instead we proudly submit the epistles from
the Junior Yearly Meeting and Southern Appalachian Young Friends. They are presented below as they
were given to the Recording Clerk.

From the 7 - 8 -9 Year Olds
Dear friend, this is what we did at SAYMA.
Friday momning we made a banner,
It was colorful and we put all our effort into it.
Friday afternoon we took a tour of the farm and saw cows and pigs.
Friday nigt we saw injured animals.
Saturday moming we made braed (bread) in shapes and it was fun.
Saturday afternoon we went swimnming and it was warm,
Saturday night we came up to the stage and showed our banner and told what we made.
Sunday we went swiming and wrote this letter to you.
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From Junior Yearly Meeting
June 96
Dear friends:

This weekend we had lots of fun. We did a lot of stuff. Some of things we did were:
played softball, played table hockey, danced, ptayed bumper cars in our chairs, went swimming & went
on a hike, We talked about the theme "Whole Earth, Whole People” and watched movies about the
theme. We practiced & put on a play called, "A Whale of a Tale." We went on a farm tour. We also
visited the pond and sat on a tree together. We played basketball, pool, and ping-pong. We played in
a swing. We watched an animal rehibilatator presentation. We heard stories and sang.

We hope you have fun at your Yearly Meeting.
Sincerely,
Junior Yearly Meeting

SAYF Report presented by Maura McGuigan of Atlanta Monthly Meeting

The Young Friends retreat at SAYMA included spiritual, business and recreational activities. We grew
together spiritually in our prayer circle, "Truly, Madly, Deeply" viewing and discussion, fire circle,
sweat lodge, and long group epistle. A workshop and business meeting led us to name 4 tentative group
of 14 nominees to serve on a clerking committee to contribute to the SAYMA SAYF committee. This
committee will meet in August to consider a variety of issues. We had fun with a ropes course,
organized games, movies, and spontaneous "hanging out.” We love you, SAYMA!

The Pre-Schoolers presented a poem with coordinated movements based on the song Circle of Friends.
They also shared an exhibit of their art and photographs of their activities.

We were unable to reach unity about filling the #3 AFSC position thus it will be carried over to next
year’s business.

Worshipful silence concluded with handshakes and hugs all around.

Usalocd sQu Mo~ Q/M%wé“
‘Lisa Lewis Raymer Penelope Wright

Clerk - Recording Clerk
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Beth Ensign
Kathleen Mavournin
Julia Ewen
‘Lea Scott
Jim Scott
Dorothy Hock
Bill Reynolds
John Lewis
Leslie Gerbitz -
Robert Sharpe
Janet Minshall
Free Polazzo
Roger Herr
Iora Ugolini Herr
Phil Neal
Jesse Mock
Rachel Reir
Susan Snider
Dawn Weir
Susan Gaines
Nancy Gideon Clark
Joyce Johnson
Frederick N. Martin
Bob Barms
Stuart Bonnington
Hibbard Thatsher
Peqqy Bomnington
Larry Ingle
Becky Ingle
Duncan Vinson
Shari Fradenburgh
Joe Taylor
Charlotte Cline
Chrig Berg
Diane Coleman
Beth Keiter
Bob Keiter
Cherrlyn Luerssen
David Ciscel
Carol Ciscel
Ton R Hensly
Bob Cox
Ellie Cox
Bob Duffield
Ann Duffield
Frances King
Kathy Marth
Terry Austin
Bok Lyon
Pat Lyon

ATTENDANCE 26th Yearly Meeting of SAYMA
Friday, June 14, 1996

HEETING AFFILIATION
Atlanta

H. Knoxville
Atlanta
Asheville
ksheville
Brevard
Chattancoga
Berea
Chattanoega
Chattarooga

Atlanta
.Atlanta

Atlanta

Atlanta

lsheville

Brevard

Cele

Celo

Calo

Nashville

Baltimore, Homewood/Celo
Celo

Celo

Grass Valley, CA/Pacific YM
Clarksville (Nashville)-
Nashville

Clarksville {Nashville)
Chattanooga

Chattanooga
Chatt/Sewanee/B han
Atlanta

Atlanta

Berea

Greenville

Nashville -

Tri-Cities

Tri-Cities

Columbia

Hemphis

Heaphis

Columbia

Columbia

Columbia

Brevard

Brevard

Breyard

Atlanta .

Greensboro

hsheville

Asheville

NAME

Bettina Wolff
Allen Oliver

Par Beziat

Bill Holland

Mary inn Dowmey
Elizabeth Siceloff
Ellén Cooney

Richard Houghton

Daryl Bergquist
Ruth Hiller-White
Fristi Estes
Susan Penn
Nancy.Lee-Riffe
Carol Lann

Tin Lamn

Richard :delman
Elizabeth idelnan
Bob Barrus
Caroline Morris
Winifred Thonforde
Philip Thonforde
Les Ann Swarm
Jin Flege

Helen Wiegel
Marian Fuson
Nelson Fuson
Penny Wright

Lisz Lewis Raymer
Errol Hess

MEETING AFFILTATION -
Asheville '
Louisville/Fac
Mashville
Atlanta/AFSC

Atlanta

Atlanta
Atlanta{Crossville) .
Cookeville

Royal WG/Birmingham
Swannanoa/isheville
Hemphis

Menphis

Berea

Berea -

Berea

isheville

Lsheville

Celo

Atlanta

Crossville
Crossville

W, Knoxville
Birningham
Springfield, Wilnington YH
Hashville

Hashville
Hashville
Berea
Tri-Cities
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FRIENDS WORLD COMMITTEE FOR CONSULTATION l

RELIGIOUS SQCIETY OF FRIENDS {QUAKERS!}
4 BYNG PLACE, LONDON WCI1E 7JH, ENGLAND

Clerk: Heather Moir Regarerad Chanty No. 211647 383 4644 Generaf Secretary: Thomas F. Tayler
Treasurer: Frances Hill . Telephone: 10171) 388 0497 Fax; (01711 382ARRDx  Assocate Secretary: Foger B. Sturge
10 May 1996

Southern Appalachian YM & Association
c/o Lisa Lewis Raymer, Clerk

701 W Howard Avenue

Decatur -

GA 30030

USA

Dear Friends

Warm Greetings to all Friends gathered at Swannanoe for your Yearly Mecting.) It
was good that Roger Sturge was able to travel, albeit briefly, among SAYMA Friends in
August 1995.

As we pass the 50th anniversary of the end of the second world war and the 50th N
anniversary of the founding of the United Nations, we are reminded of paradox. Encouraging
/  signs of growing communication and understanding between naticns and peoples are.
- accompanied by continuing fear and hatred. Violence breaks out and at the same time we /
. hear of the repeated miracle of love and forgiveness, as people see other people as fellow /
\_ human beings. Amidst violence and strife, love persists in breaking through. The spirit of yd
love and truth continues to work in the hearts of human beings, giving hope for the future, -

We are thankful for the work of Quakers in many organisations and as individuals who
help to carry that message to the world.

George Fox wrote of his experience in the year 1647, when his country was coming
out of a period of ¢ivil war: : '

I saw.. that there was an ocean of darkness and dearh, but an infinite ocean of light
and love, which flowed over the ocean of darkness. And in that also I saw the infinite
love of God...

George Fox Journal 1647

May you feel the power of the Holy Sbirit in your life as a ;-,'early meefing as you
gather and in the year ahead.

\ - In Peace and Friendship
/ 7
Thomas Taylor Roger Sturge
General Secretary Associate Secretary

cc. Asia Bennett
Assisrant Clerks: Joan Wena (Kenya) David Purnell (Austratiaf
Section of the Americas, Execulive Secretary: Asia Benner. 1506 Race Streaet, Philtadeiphia, Perasylvania 19102, USA

Eurgpe and Middle East Section, Executive Secretary: Hans Weening, PO Box BOB, 2300 AV Leiden, The Netherlands
Alrica Jection, Executive Secrerary: Malesi E. Kinaro, Friends internanional Centre. N'gong Road. PO Box 41948, Nairobl, Kenwva




SAYMA SITE SELECTION REPORT,/6-14-96

To: Lisa Lewis Raymer, Clerk, SAYMA
417 Center Sireet, Berea, KY. 40403

At long last, a progress report to you and friends on the search for a fitting site for
SAYMA 1997 and following years.
For 1997 the present likely prospects are all in Tennessee ;
' Southern College, Collegedale
Tennessee Wesleyan, Athens
Hiwassee, Madisonville.

Some brief notes on each : _

Southern College, our site 1984 thru '87, near Chattancoga & 6 mi. off I-75;
Adventist, vegetarian cafeteria style meals; large campus, lots of indoor spaces, large
group space is auditorium-style fixed seating; doubie beds, 2/room, ea. 2 rms. with
connecting bath; on-campus camping area w/ r-v hookups, etc. Has swim pool ; Being
Adventist, all recr. facilities close tight about 6_Fri. pm. to reopen _Sun. a.m.:  no folk-
dancing allowed on campus. Dick Houghton & 1 visited there,5-21.

Tenn. Wesleyan College: Small compact campus, in center of small town, 5
mi. off I-75 between Chatta. & Knoxville. Quite modest rates, do not feature rental of
campus but offer it. Similar room arrang't. in women’s dorm to Coilegedale except 2
single beds, men’s dorm rm. has 2 singles & washbasin, bathrrm. down the hall;
Spacious diningrm. trayline service, on ARAMARK contract, will adapt hours & menu
to suit us, including vegetarians; no swim pool on campus, public pool 6 or more
blocks away. A main-travelled street runs between dorms and day area of campus,
has a hand-button-operated stoplight for foot-crossing. Limited dorm space was
shown me on site-visit, 5-21st - unclear if they would open other dorms for us. Dorm
rooms small, but coliege allows children to share rms. on floor bedrolls. No camping
on campus; a KOA at the I-75 exit.Close to Ocoee whitewater rafting, other mtn.
adventure sites.

Hiwassee was our site, ‘90 thru ‘94, wellknown to most of us - 13 mi. off |-75,
closeknit but spacious hilly campus; moderate costs; indoor swim pool; pleasant
space for children but have to remove from it Sat. night; dorms are modest; baths down
the hall ; sometimes noisy if doors are let bang. Meals acceptable but unimaginative
menyu. some tent camping but no special facilities. Near some outdoor & cave sites.

It is hard to compare costs because of differing ways each campus charges. See
separate memo for comparative costs.

more . over
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SAYMA SITE SELECTION COMMITTEE
report o Yearly Meeting, 6-14-86

COMPARATIVE COSTS of proposed sites for Yrly. Mitg. 1997 & following
[all = 1996 costs, may rise a bit, & exclude SAYMA registration |

Hiwassee Ccllege, Madlsonwlle ( room with 2 smgle beds)
room and meals, adults $21./day
' children under 12, $15./day
children under 2, no charge
facility charge, day users, $3.00/day

camping, - 7

Maryville Coll_ege, Maryviile : ‘ not /48
room (2 single beds) $18. /adult/ per night
as many as 2 children may bedroll on floor, no added cost W

meals, $11.50/person/day {single meais est. @ $4.00}
program space costs, per bldg. - exa. Wilson Audﬂonum ,$150./day
camping - day users, - ? '

.~ Southern College, Collegedale :

room (2 single beds ) $28./ night + tax @ 8% = $30.24

as many as 3 children may bedroll on floor , no added cost

meals - pay as you go, cafeteria style; $4. - $4.50 usually ample for aduit
camping, r-v area, $10.78/ per space per night, includes tax

Tennessee Wesleyan College, Athens :
room (small, 2 single beds) $6. per person per night
meals , + or - $11.00 per day per person, a bit lower if we have large
number taking meals; single meals, $3.00 to $4.00
no camping on campus; KOA at I-75 exit

e vy
Warren Wilson College, Swannanoa, N. CAR, {9/5 -
room {2 single beds) $24./ night
one child may bedroll on floor , no added cost
meals, $12.50/ day, per adult;children under 6,$6.25; under 2, no charge
camping,” $7.00 per site per night
facility fee, $3.00 per person

SUMMARY : for 2 aduits, full weekend = 3 nights, 9 meals :
Hiwassee, $126.00, inclusive
Maryvilte, $123.00 plus program space - ?? (guess: $5. - $15./person ?)
Southern College, $162.72, inclusive , @ $4.00/person/per meal
Tennessee Wesleyan, about $102.00, inclusive
Warren Wilson, $153.00, inclusive

Committee : Dennis Gregg, Dick Houghton,Curt Thompson, Hibbard Thatcher




Other possible sites : Larry Ingle found that Lee Coll., Cleveland, TN. is unready to say
they could take us in '97. Maryville College, Maryville, site of SAYMA 1976, is
lovely spacious campus that Dennis Gregg & | visited 5-20th, not available for ‘97 but
attractive and needs be further considered as possible ‘98 site, already booking for
then. Am sending this to some MARYVILLE FRIENDS, ask for your input about this as
possible ‘98 site. Some handicapped access; mostly level campus, in town but quiet.

Marian & Nelson Fuson and | have checked on a Nazarene church Camp/ Conference
center, Camp Garner Creek, 45 mi. west of Nashv. & 6 or 7 mi. off I-40, with 72
motel-type réoms w/ 2 double beds; & lots of dorm room, swim pool & other recreation
facilities, shaded camping/r-v hook-up area, large roofed open-air 'tabernacle’

doubles as basketball court. Meals from tray line, attractive. dininghall. Haven't

" recefved costs data yet. Already booked for June 6-8th and June 13-15th weekends -
‘97, available June 19-22. Some handicapped access

My thinking at this point is to ask for Hiwassee in ‘97 and push for Maryville in ‘98;
Hiwassee is tentatively holding June 5-8, 1997 for us, and | think Collegedale is also
holding one or two weekends tentatively.

Hibbard Thatcher. convenor
Site Selection Committee
see also :Comparative Costs memo
site criteria, < John Geary, revised
pictures and map, Southern College; folders, Tenn.Wesleyan; etc.

ADDENDUM, 6-11-96 :

Nelson Fuson called last week to advise that it was MARYVILLE COLLEGE,
not Tenn. Wesleyan, where SAYMA met in 19786.

Site Visit made on 6/6th to Camp Garner Creek with Ruby Thatcher & Nelson
Fuson. Spacious camp w/ mix of motel rooms and spartan bunk-houses with double
deckers. Indoor swim pootl, other features; but not available in ‘97 until June 19-22nd ,
and no information yet as to rates. In view of that and its location away from SAYMA
center, | will not further pursue that for '97, but will keep in mind for another year. H. T.

Site Selection Committee : Dennis Gregg, Dick Houghton, Curt Thompson, Hibbard
Thatcher with assists by David Elliott, Errol Hess, Larry Ingle, Judy Rogers
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HANDBOOK REPORT: SAYMA Yearly Meeting, 6/96 A

[}

Bettina Weolff, ad hoc convener ?

Progress to Date:

The present draft of the Handbook was made available for
distribution to Monthly Meetings at Fall. 1995 Representative
Meeting. "It included the identification of new material as
requested by 1996 Yearly Meeting, and incorporated suggestions
made at the Handbook workshop held that year. There has been
no official response from any meeting; a few individuals have
responded in writing and many have commented informally.

Backaround:

The need for a handbook first appears in SAYMA records in the
5/12/91 Representative Meeting minutes as the respeonsibility
of "the oversight committee." The handbook committee is
referred to regularly during the next 2 vears, with persons
appointed to work on it. Janet Minshall cenvéened the Tirst
working group 19/3/93 and reports have been made at all
representative and annual meetings since then.

The Handbook has developed as more of a process than a docu-
ment. It provides retention and distribution of four groups
of SAYMA materials, identified in the draft as:

A) Administration,

B) Structure: descriptions and functions of officers,
committees, representatives, -

C) Policies and Procedures,

~ D) Concerns and Action.

Its source is largely our Eaith and Practice or yearly meeting
action. However, i1t is a flexible, evolving, changing bedy of
information,parts of which may develop and disappear between
printings of E&P.

Pages will be 3-hole punched for easy insertion in a notebook.
Section B is developed to meet the needs of the SAYMA
Nominating Committee; descriptions are by past and present
officers and committees, are constantly evelving, and are
presented as gulides not regulatiens. This will also be
available to meetings on request. Section € is developed to
meet the needs of meetings and is the repository for yearly
meeting approved policies, which will be distributed to all
meetings, as well as other materials to be available on
request which may come from other yearly meetings or SAYMA
monthly meetings. Gection D will retain statements of current
concern, (like the Peace Team Project, Recognition of Friends’
Witness [Suffering]l, definition of Released Friend) which may
be of interest te meetings or to future business sessions.



section &) Administration, needs more careful attention in
terms of the relationship of our administrative office and-
administrative assistant to our process: what activities can
be most effectively assumed by that office and what activities
are most effectively done .by. our members and officers? Having
an office has already affected descriptions of officers and
committees as they appear in this draft. Only the Recorder/
Historian/archivist position has been revised to reflect this
change.

It is recommended an ad hoc group be appointed to review the
Handbook draft to:
Produce or solicit ;nformatlon needed to complete it,
Outline future action required inecluding to
Draft E&P revisions called for, I'¢ Parf Twe
Do anything else required to complete the project.
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REPORT of Faith aod Practice Examining Committee )
SAYMA Meeting for Busivess, Warren Wilsoo College, Jume 14, 1996

Charge #1: Homosexuality and whether or not gay and lesbian artenders and members
are welcomed and given equal treatment in SAYMA,

Committee comment: The committes believes that the mtent in this charge was to focus on

inclusion, tolerance, and love, rather than on sexual preference per se. We examined the sections

on THE MEETING COMMUNITY and MEMBERSHIP and think that these sections as presently

printed in the GUIDE deal appropriately with acceptance. We do, however, suggest changes in the

EQUALITY section. This section also relates to the patriarchy, but will not be repeated under #4.
In addition, the commuttee suggests refocusing some of the quenes, related to this charge.

EQUALITY

There is a principle which is pure, placed in the human mind, which m different
places and ages hath different names. It is, however, pure and proceeds from God.
Tt is deep and inward, confined to no forms of religion nor excluded from any where
the heart stands in perfect sincerity. In whomsoever this takes roct and grows, of what
nation soever, they become [brothers and sisters] in the best sense.
John Woolman, "Considerations on
Keeping Negroes," Works (1774)

Friends believe that all people bave the capacity to bear and respond to the Light, and that all
forms of human relations should reflect this spiritual tnth. Each of us kas God-given gifts that
express themselves in different ways. Friends do not believe that God intended us 1o be the same,
even though we are equally beloved by God. Cur differences provide prophetic openings that
allow God's grace to shine through us in the unique ways it can.

Friends believe that the way in which God's gifts are realized may be shaped by the woﬁd in
which we live. Our ability to bear and respond to the Light can be affected by social prefudices
such as those embodied in a class system, patriarchy, and homophobia. Such prejudice is a
barrier that dims awareness of God's leadings. Deeply concerned that every individual be
respected as a child of God, Friends work to remove such barriers, both irward and outward.

A commitment to equality, the first of Friends' social testimonies, led early Friends to affirm
that no person is superior to another because of birth, wealth, or formal educatian. They

‘refected the use of hanorific titles, provided an expanded role for women in their communities,

and eschewed "hat honor,” removing one’s kat as a sign of deference. They retained the

. traditional "thee"” and "thou" 10 avoid the emerging seventeenth century usage of graniing an
gng : ge of & £

undue distinction to a single person with a plural "you.” Modern Friends continue to uphold the
principle of equality, though in different ways.

In secking to apply this testimony, Friends have often been in the forefront of social change.
Recognition of mherent worth of all people despite individual or group differences has often
caused Friends to live and act contrary to accepted societa] norms, rejecting sterectyping,
discrimination, and artificial barriers that separate people from one another. Equality has been the
foundation of Friends' approach to each other and the. world.

We believe all are empowered by God and encourage all to speak for themselves, expressing
their own experiences and goals. We must speak the truth to others as it is revealed to us, and we

- must listen for the truth that is in them, lest we miss it. Understanding others' perspectives can

change us and inform the actions we take to work toward equality. In our comtmuing spintual
search, we are open to ravising our approach to social change as new insights arise.

G5
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We seek a world free of oppression, where the laws and customns foster human dignity. We
encourage all people to realize their full potential as human beings bearing the light of God.

Queries

Page 40, 1.C.2
Do yeu welcome diversity in an understanding and reconciling spirit, and make use of it for the
enrichment of the meetmg?

Page 40, 1.C.3

Do you seek ways to explore the rocts of your unspoka: assumptions about individuals or groups
of people that may be the source of hurt and pam to others?

Page 40, 1.D.3

When members or attenders engage in actions or words which seem inconsistent with the
testimonies of the Religious Scciety of Friends, do you examine your reacrion to be sure it doesn't
come from lack of understanding or unrecognized prejudice? Do you accept your responsibility
to encourage them to examine their motives in the Light? In this eldering, do you share your cwn
understanding of Friends practices and testimonies?

Page 42, [1.A3
How have you sought, under the claims of divine love and grace, to understand and overcome the
discomjfort that ofien accompanies the perception of differences? What differences do you have

difficulty in accepting? Do you seek in others their God-given gifis? Do you seek to nurture
them?

Page 42, I1LA.7

Do you foster reverence for life, finding ways to understand and remove the causes of misery and
suffering? Do you, i loving concern, stand with the abused and persecuted without fanning the
fiames of hatred and division? De you offer support, refuge, and comfort to the oppressed and
ostracized while extending a loving hand to those who engage in oppression, calling them into
loving unity?

Charge #2. Marnage
Marriage

A person’s spiritual development can be strengthened in a loving committed relationship.
Friends have long recognized that some couples are called into such a relationship, a ministry of
caring, which with Divine assistance may open the way to deep and unreserved love, 1o
Jorgiveness, to trust, and to the nurture of each other's gifts. Early Friends recognized that the
Jjoining of two people in this covenant relationship "is the work of the Lord only, and not the
priests’, or magistrates’; for it is God's ordinance and not man's; and therefore Friends cannot
consent that they should join them together: for we marry none; it is the Lord's work, and we are
but witnesses" (Creorge Fox, 1669).
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In the marriage of Frends, a couple commit themselves to a shared life, bringing into being a
new family. During a meeting for worship, usually one especially called for the purpose of the
marriage, they stand m the presence of God and of friends gathered and declare their commitment,
with divine assistance, to remam loving and farthful for life.

In Friends’ tradition, marriage takes piace n a community of faith. It is not only the act of two
mndividuals, but the act of a community. The corporate signing of the marriage certificate testifies
to this fact. The meeting's involvement with the couple begins with the appointment of a cleamess
committee, which meets with the couple in a spirit of worship and concem for the proposed
marriage. This committee helps the couple affirm their cleamess for marriage by examining, with
them, not only their cleamess from prior obligations of any kind but many other aspects of their
relationship, including their strengths and potential differences. This process of clarifying, the task
of the entire group together, may in itself deepen their relationship and understanding of each other,
or it may reveal problems that should preclude the marnage. The cleamess process is complete
only when the decision is clear to all.

A monthly meeting remams concemned for all the marriages within it. Recognizing that in a
marriage people go through many changes and that difficulties can arise m any relationship,
members of the meeting should be in touch with the couple, expressing their love and concern. A
member of the mmistry and oversight committee or the cleamess committee for the marriage may
take the initiative in offering to help the couple attain clearess when problems anise. A couple is
encouraged to call on the meeting or a specially appointed cleamess committee to help resolve
difficulties. Friends also have found that marnage enrichment retreats and similar supports help
foster strong and growing relationships.

We live n a tme when, for some people, individual fulfillment and growth in marriage seem
mutually exclusive. The experience and faith of Friends is that, undertaken m faith, marmage can
be both stable and creative, and that such a marriage may form the best environment for the
nurture and fulfillment of each individual and any children they may have.

Some monthly meetings within SAYMA. in their wrestling with the Truth. have reached unity
in taking gay and lesbian marriages under their care. Meetings should approach each request
in the spirit of tenderness and openness 10 God's leadings.

Procedure for Marriage page 25

Meeting approval .

To secure mesting approval, the couple writes a letter to the meeting stating their intention to
marry and their destre to marry under the care of the meeting.

If only one, or netther, is a Friend, the meeting will want to take time to develop a communal
bond with the couple before deciding to take the marriage under its care. If the couple maintains
membership in different meetings, their [etter should be sent to both meetings and approval
cbtamed from each.

[No changes are proposed for the remaming paragraphs.]

Charge #3: Chnistianity, especially clarification of the relationship between Christizanity
and Quakerism withm SAYMA,




The Religious Tradition of Friends ' page 6

Quakerism began as a part of the Purttan revolution that convulsed England in the sevemteenth
century. Like others of their day, the first Friends set out to rebuild the church and to recapture the
spirit of primitive Chrisanity. But these Friends of the Truth went far beyond comtemporary sects
to insist that true religion should be based, not on forms and ceremony, ritual and creeds, but on a
living expenence of the divine. The experience these early Friends affirmed was a shared
experience of the living Seed of God who was presemt and active in their midst and empowered
them to lead lives of obedient discipleship. "The gospel,” George Fox wrote, "is a living way,
which is revealed withm."

This emphasis on the pimacy of the inward experience led to widening differences between
Friends and other Chnstians and ultimately even amoug Friends. Friends befieved that Christ's
embodiment in Jesus testified to a new beginning in all of humanity's relarionship with God. The
old order based on law and ceremonial observance was done away with, replaced by the direct
rulership of God's spirtt, the Light of Christ within. Friends believed that professing Christians
had forsaken this findamental reality and slipped back imo an old order based on the "shadows" of
form. Thus, for Friends, baptism and commumion were nward, spiritual experiences unmediated
by any person or ritual,

These early Friends recognized God's coming among us in the historical person of Jesus.
They also recognized the universal nature of that which they named Christ and believed that
each human being, regardiess of when and where she or he lived, is touched by the Christ
Within. John Woolman called this a universal principle which is “pure and proceeds from God.
It is deep and imward, confined to no forms of religion nor exciuded from any...”
{"Considerations on Keeping Negroes," Works, 1774).

Smce Friends believe that the Spirit is actively presemt among them as teacher, they have
ahways trusted in it to reveal the Truth o individuals insofar as they are prepared to receive it.

. And while Friends do uphold certain principles and beliefs as a corporate body, they do not require
adoptica or adherence to these as a condition of membership; they do expect that each person be
true to his or her own spiritual experience. Friends' beliefs, traditions, and teachings are meant to
be testimonies to help mdividuals discern the leadings of the Inward Teacher among all the other
voices and worldly teachers that vie for allegiance,

Friends have used religious experience rather than doctrines to express their encounters with
divine reality. These experiences have led Friends 10 use traditional language in fresh ways.
“Christ.” then, may refer to the historical Jesus or to the teacher wha enters their lives to lead
them toward oneness with God; "the Spirit" may become the loving activity of God within each
person's life and the life of the meeting; "the Word af God” is both the Bible and the expression
of the Spirit. Friends strive to listen to the Spirit that prompits us to speak, without trying to
impose our own wordings upon others.

Ihemmphmsmev@m@mkerammdesmrdsmptm rehgnwsamhom;r,and
ministry. Early Friends coufronted Christians of their day, charging them with replacing the direct
rulership of God's spirit with these human aids and mstitutions. For Friends, scripture is not the
Word of God but an essential testimony to the true Word of God which continues to be revealed.
Scripture and other inspirational writings become a help or hindrance, depending on whether or not
they are understood in the same spirit in which they were written. Likewise, for Friends, religious
authority is not in outward uniformity of religious practice, but is faund, individually and
carparately, through relationship to the Spirit, which many Friends name the living Christ.
Ministry is not meant to be 2 divinely instituted mediation between God and the individual, but a
help m guiding people from worldly influences to the true spirit of God.



Friends speak often of the "Inner Light" and "that of God in every person” to identify the Spirit
that [eads them and 1s expertenced directly by them. Their beliefs have attracted to Friends seekers
from varying religious and cultural traditions, who have identified, in these universal teachings,
parts of their own backgrounds. Friends from whatever tradition have found that they can travel
together in similar spiritual paths,

Although Friends today vary widely in the language they use to express their religious
experience, many still find deep meaning in traditional Christian terms. Other Friends find
spiration in a universal concept of God encompassing beliefs and values from other world -
religions. Recognizing times when, as individuals, they thought they could control their own
destinies but found themselves feeling cut off from the power and healing of God's love, they may
understand "salvation" as the gift which opens them to the Spmr so that they may act more and
more in tune with its leading.

[No changes are proposed for the remaining paragraphs.]

Nurturing the Life of the Spirit page 8
Worship 1n the tradition of Friends involves silent waiting, listening for the divine voice, and
being obedient to the demands of discipleship. Utterly and severely simple, a meeting for worship
convenes in silemt expectancy at a previously appointed time and place to await the advent of that
Spirt that has power to unite a diverse group of seekers. Such services are always marked by a
sense of awe and mystery, for worshipers never know beforehand how the Seed each shares will
become manifest. Anyone who feels led from an experience of the Imward Teacher may express
the deep and unspoken needs of those gathered together.

Normalily, the early portion of a meeting for worship is a period of "centermg down." During
this time, the hurry and cumber of the world beyond may slowly become less and less important,
and the seekers' attention turns inward in listenmg for the divine Word. The deepening silence can
then take on a living quality, making distractions evident only on the surface of the unity that has
been created. The meeting may proceed to its conclusion m this state of silemt worship, but more
commonly one or more worshipers will sease a leading to share a message with the others presem;
although it is usually coberent, this sharing represents much more than a product of the merely
rational mind. The words uttered develop naturally out of the common experience of the meeting at
that special time, yet reflect the experience, personality, and background of the one who gives them
voice. Under a leading to speak, a Friend should remember that the most fertilizing messages are
often brief, even ncomplete; cne should not necessarily hesitate from fear of an madequate msigirt.
One may speak from deep suffering as well as deep joy, from questioning as well as clarity. n
whatever form, words from the silence may be profound and concrete evidence of the presence of
the Spirit of Christ.

Charge #4: The nature and role of queries in the Guide, and specifically whether or not
queries on Patriarchy should be developed and mchuded.

Committee comment: The committee thinks that the introductory comment on the nature and
role of queries on page 39 is adequate. The committee recommends that Yearly Meetng atways be
opmwaddmgnewquenmwhmmranwdnsperwvud,andracomnmdsﬂm,atd:emdofﬂ:e
‘present Queries, this new section be added:

Queries Related to Patriarchy, Gender, and Culture



1. In our families and in our own Monthly Meetings, do boys and girls. women and men, have
different experiences? In what ways might males and females have different opportunities for -
service? Is God's voice heard and listened (0 in your Meeting without regard to who voices it.
Sfernale or male?

2. Do you tend to envision the Spirit as limited to feminine or masculine? Does that change the
way you view men and women in your life? The way you view yourself? Does your use of
religious imagery and language express vour experience of God’s presence without imposing
your notions on others? ' '

3. Are you able (o listen and hear the ways that people use different religious language to
express their encounter with the Divine as God? As Goddess? As Mother? As Father? As
Spirit? As Christ? Can we "come together in that which is erernal” without letting personal
preferences in language divide us?

4. Do the expectations society places upon us as men and women prevent us from realizing our
God-given gifis and leadings?

5. Do privileges that have accrued (o us tempt us to exploit what appear (o be the "natural”
disadvantages in others?

6. Do you respect the work of women and see its worth in whatever roles they may fee! led to
fill? Of men? Do you refrain from taking economic advantage of those whose "worth” is
devalued in the eyes of the world?

*

Charge #5: The procedures to be followed in firture exammanons and revisions of the
Guide.

Revision of the Guide

Friends have committed themselves to remaming open to continuing revelation by new leadings
of the Spirit. They recognize that guides like this one tend to freeze today’s unigue expenience mto
tomorrow's rigid formmula. As a directory, the Guide to Faith and Our Practice naturally reflects
the way SAYMA Friends have organized their spiritual strivings at the time of its composition
{1975-1990). To enabie the Spinit to blow freely where it will and lead Friends and their meenngs
is a more fundamental principle than any temporary guide.

To encourage openings to divine leadings and 1o promote the corporate nature of Friends’
decision making, the clerk of SAYMA shall ingiiire each year at the beginning of the first yearly
meeting session for business if concerns have arisen among Friends regarding this Guide.
Specific minuted proposed altergations, seasoned in a manthly meeting, may then be presented
and referred to an examining committee appointed by the Yearly Meeting.

In addition, at the end of nine years afier approval of the completed Guide (presumabdly
1999). and at the end of each decade thereafter, yearly meeting shall consider the appointment of
a revision committee to review the entire Guide. This commiitee, in light of examining commiitee
reports, shall determine if continuing corporate revelation requires revision of the testimonies
and queries.

page 29-30
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Each examining and revision commitiee's membership shall consist of at least five members.
two or more of whom shall have served on a previous examining commitiee. When vacancies
occur, the commitiee. in co-operarion with the clerk of the yearly meeting and the nominanng
committee. shall select replacements from the monthly meetings. In the event an examining
commitiee and yearly meeting are unable to conclude work on a particular concern. that
commirtee shall continue and may review additional minuted concerns until its work is laid
down.

The revision committee, in contrast. shall continue to serve unrif yearly meeting has approved
its discontinuance. . .

At least three months prior to yearly meetings. both the examining and revision committees
shall distribute their recommendations to monthly meetings to allow for their full consideration
and discussion. and shall present a report at the yearly meeting. Any committee
recommendarions for changing the Guide that are approved by yearly meetings shall become
immediately a part of the Guide, even before reprinting.

1995 Charge #1: SAYMA Ministry and Nurture Commuttee's job description

Committee Comment: The committee recommends that the List of changes submitted by Bettina
Wolf (1995 Business Meeting Attachment 95-1) be dealt with simultaneously with this charge,
since both mvolve revision to the section The Yearly Meeting (pages 15-18). The revision
exchudes the kinds of particular details that belong in the handbook, as well as to include reference
to Ministry and Nurture among SAYMA'S standing commuitees. The committee thinks that the
handbook, which is readily updated, is the appropriate place for detailing the procedures followed
in SAYMA'S operations, whereas the GUIDE covers matters of faith and of general practices
about which someone who asks "What does it mean to be a Quaker?" should be told.

The Yearly Meeting - page i5

Delete the last sextence which states: The Yearly meeting usually convenes on a Thursday
afternoon and nms through Sunday noon, usually in May.

Officers, Staff, and their functions page 16
The foilowing officers wili be appomtad by the yearly meeting for one year renewable terms:

(1) clerk,

'(2) assistant clerk,

(3) recording clerk,

(4) treasurer,

(3) newslester editor,

(6) recorder-archivist,

(7) * and other officers and staff as needed for administration and for program at the
.annual session. .

To encourage broad participation, the clerk, assistant clerk, and recording clerk usually serve no
more than two consecutive one-year terms. Term of office starts at the close of the annual
gathering at which they are appointed, but outgoing officers assist in carrying out the immediate



rmandates authorized by the yearly meeting. The yearly meeting also appomts clerks of yearly
meetmg committees and delegates to wider Quaker organizations to serve on their policy-making

bodies, and hires such staff as deemed appropriate. Explicit job descriptions for all positions are
availabie in the handbook.

Committee comment: The sections on Clerk, assistant clerk, recording clerk, and treasurer should
be unchanged, except for (;) mstead of () after (4) under treasurer.  Under Newsletter Editor, we
recormuriend that "at least six issues annually" be changed to "periodically.” We also recomumend

~ adding a section on staff. This would be inserted immediately after " Recorder-archivist" (page
17).

Staff:

(1) maintains an office for the Yearly Meeting:

(2) -~ assists the officers in the execution of clerical responsibilities:

(3) serves as contact and information resource for the Yearly Meeting:
(4) maintains a handbook for the Yearly Meeting.

Committees and S?aff of the yearly meeting and representative meeting

The nature and function of standing and any additional commistees will change in
relationship to Friends’ perception and need. These committees and their function are described
in @ handbook and are constituted through the minutes of the vearly meering.

SAYMA has standing committees for Administrarive Oversight: Annual Meeting P!anmng,
Finance: and Ministry and Nurture. Clerks of all standing commyjttees are appointed by the yearly
meeting, or when necessary by the represemative meeting. Ad Hoc committee clerks and
committee members are appointed by the yearly meeting clerk. All committees make annual
reports to the yearly meeting and such special reports to representative meeting as may be
necsssary.

The clerk of SATMA provides supervision and direction to the administrative assistant
* berween business sessions in co-operation with the staff oversight committee, and prioritizes
work to be done in the Yearly Meeting office. The office budget for any special projecis
assigned to the administrative assistant is developed by the SAYMA treasurer and finance
committee in full consultation with the staff oversight commiitee and the administrative assistant.
These responsibilities shall normally include the office budget. any special prajects,
administrative procedures manual and the handbook. Dévelopment, implementation, and
revision of these duties shall be accomplished by the staff in co-operotion with the appropriate

officers and oversight committees 5o as 1o reflect practices and current minutes of the yearly
meeting.

Reprmntatioﬁ of wider Quaker organization governing bodies

Contact with broader Quaker groups allows members of SAYMA to remain abreast of happenings
and concerns and to develop ties with Friends beyond the region. Hence the yearly meeting has
official representatives 1o Friends General Conference; American Friends Service Committee;
Friends Conmmittee on National Legistation; Friends World Committee for Consultation, America
Section, and a variety of other organizations focusing on such contemporary issues as peace,
native American issues, race, the environment, and lesbian and gay concerns.

page 17

page 18
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* 1995 Charge #2: Corporate nature of inspiration
1995 Charge #3: Corporate nature of Quaker worship and
decision making

Committee Comment: Following careful review and consideration of the newly presented charges
relating to "Corporate nature of inspiration" and "Corporate nature of Quaker worship and decision
making," the committee concluded that the corporate aspect of Friends' inspiration, worship, and
dectsion-making is adequately covered in the present GUIDE, for example in "Meeting for _
Worship" (pp.8-9); in "Mesting for Business” (pp.8-10); and in "The Meeting Community" (p.31).




. Celo Friends Meeting
Fifth Month 1996

Members of Celo Friends Meeting met to discuss issues regarding
AFSC as presented and discussed at last Yearly Meeting and in the
SAYMA newsletter. A minute was drafted and approved at the
following business meeting.

Celo Friends Meeting supports AFSC’s efforts to become a more
. diverse Quaker organization. We recognize that many Friends have
come to Quakerism through involvement with AFSC, which has been
enriched by the participation of people of many backgrounds and
beliefs.

Celo Friends Meeting affirms that the best way for Friends to
influence and interact with AFSC is by increasing, rather than
withdrawing, our involvement and support.

We call upon AFSC to continue to meet with and respond to
concerns of Friends 1in various Yearly Meetings, and to work
creatively and cooperatively with Friends Meetings to increase the
availability of service opportunities for young and adult Friends.

G /i
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Minute on AFSC
Approved by Berea Friends Meeting
Nineteenth Day of Fifth Month, 1996

Berea Friends Meeting wishes to express its appreciation for Friends’ love and
concern for AFSC as our yearly meeting discusses the relationship between AFSC
and the wider Religious Society of Friends. Although Berea Meeting has not found
unity on what that relationship should be, we wish to express our ongoing support
for the work of AFSC. We also urge that SAYMA continue its participation in the
discussion through the sending of representatives to the national corporation and
the regional executive committee.



meeting for healing is engaging

Chattanooga Monthly Meeting
State of the Meeting Report, 1996

This year has been one of progress for our meeting, progress in coming to
grips with who we are if not completely in regard to our role in the larger
community.

The most obvious achievement has been our First Day School, whlch
under the able leadership of a Friend who went to Pendle Hill for a workshop
last spring, has strengthened. We have had a well-thought out and consistent
program, it has been avaijlable every Sunday when children were present, and
it seems to have put down roots that will allow it to survive its transition to
new leadership. As a meeting, we are grateful for the influence it has had and,
as our children grow toward maturity, will have in the future. In this
connection, also, we had the second of our community. fun days during the
summer, an event that brought two teen-agers into the meeting, our first in
years. . Two members gave us a piano, which coulcl only help our monthly
singing. 7

We have had a number of new attenders, three of whom have become
members, and there continues a smail WOI'Sth group in nearby Cleveland
under our care. One member has returned “after a too long an absence. We
experimented with Friendly Eights groqps but have since laid them aside, using
them as long as they seemed necessary¥. We struggle to regularize our
newsletter. The women'’s group sti Yfinds its meetings to be useful. We also
hosted the young Friends of the yearly meeting at the New Year. A monthly
seekers i God's care. The meetinghouse
some years an active Friend, has added to the
, even as we pondered two small but traumatic

resident, for the first time j
meeting’s sense of securi
break-ins within two days.

Of course, we spfuggle with matters, too, that come to our attenuon ina
more Quakerly wayyincluding our post-closing “rituals.” A visitor forced us to
consider the conpéction between discipline and order, something not
anticipated bup/aluable; we are still looking for the way forward in this
regard. The gnly marriage under our care this year raised fundamental
questions gbout how we continue to care for couples who may need our help,
as well ag’right ordering of these occasions. We recognize that we grow by
learning and learn by growing, but we have to admit that the process is not
always easy. Walking in the Light will, we know, get us there and help us find
oui’ way in the dark night around us.

- —Approved, 10 May 1996 CM’/ £
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On the same occasion, Chattanooga Meeting also approved the following
mintue: Qur concern for AFSC and its relationship with Friends has led us to
consider deeply where God’s Spirit is leading SAYMA as it discusses this matter.
We ask ourselves and others to seek God’s Truth as the discussion goes on. We
want to affirm our support for SAYMA sending a representative to the National
Quaker Service, Training, and Witness Conference in April 1997, as we also
affirm our support for the traditional mission of AFSC.




MEMPHIS FRIENDS MEETING MINUTE ON AFSC
June 9, 1996

Over several weeks members and attenders of this Meeting have discussed the extent

of non-Quaker involvement in the staff and committee work of the AFSC and whethér

this leads to any significant influence on the organization away from Quaker values or

diminishes the importance of AFSC as an expression of the American Quaker
community. Friends voiced serious concerns that the dilution of direct involvement of
Quakers in AFSC programmatic work has changed it perception amongst Friends as a

common readily available opportunity for Quaker service.

All of the above notwithstanding, Memphis Friends value, in general, the current
programs and stated mission of the AFSC and find clearness that SAYMA should
cﬁntinue panit;ipation in and support of the AFSC. Only in this way can we insure a
responsible role for SAYMA Friends in guiding the critical work that will engage AFSC
on the behalf of Friends in the future. We also urge the Board of Directors of the AFSC
to institute diligent efforts o enhance grass roots participation of Friends in the
Committee's work and we task ourselves to attend more ciosely to the issues in which

AFSC is involved.

Fe/s
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Approved First Dey,Fourth Month 20, 1996

- Bk o

We' have appreciated the opportunity to consider the
relationship of SAYMA with <the BAmerican Friends Service
Committee.

wa have ligtenzd Lo concerns and gerzpectlves relatad to the
decision of the AFSC Corporation to allow a few non-Friends
to serve on the Board of Directors. We trust the Spirit and
Friends discernment process to maintain AFSC's integrity and
Queker witnmagz, My wemsRly and yearly meetings are enrichned
= the contributions ¢f those who are not members as well as
those who are.

We urge SAYMA to continue its connection with the American’
Friends Service Committee = and  to appoint all  the
representatives to various AFSC bedies +to which it is
entitled.

We pray that our representatives will be constructive and
prophetic participants on our behalf in the AFSC’s work.

We encourage craater Quaker involvement in the AFSC, but our
deepest concern 1s that the work of the BRmerican Friends
Service Committee be led by and grounded in the Spirit.

Ge 1o
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ATTENDANCE 25th Yearly Meeting of SAYMA

Saturday, June 15, 1996
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DRAFT SAYMA NOMINEES, 98-97 & 97-98

Position Term |From | To Serving Now Meeting [Proposed for '97-98 Meeting
| __L{yrs)
OFFIKERS & OTHER POIITIONS
Clerk 2 6/86  6/98 Lee Ann Swarm W. Knaxville
Assistant Clerk 2 6/95  6/97 Free Polazzo Atlanta Need nominee by 5/97
Recording Clerk 2 B/95 6/97 Penny Wright Nashviile Need nominee by 5/97
Treasurer 2 6/96  6/98 David Ciscel Memphis
Hist Recorder f Archivist 2 6/95  6/97 Bettina Walff Asheville Need nominee by 597
SAF Editor Errof Hess Tri-Cities 7
Handbook Caord Bettina Wolfl Asheville 7
Min & Nurlure Co-Clerk 1 2 6/95  6/97 Peggy Bonningtan Nashville Need nominee by 5/97
Min & Nurlure Co-Clerk 2 3 6/86  G/00 Jane Goldihwait Celo
FAITH & PRACTICE EXAMINING COMMITTEE (AT LEAST § MEMDBERS)
Clerk ? 77 7
Member #1 ? ? ? Sam Dempsey Asheville e
Member #2 ? ? 7 Kristi Estes Memphis ?
Member #3 ? ? ? Diane Coleman Nashville ?
Member #4 ? ? ? Larry Ingle Chattanooga ?
Member #5 7 ? ? Melissa Meyer Boone e
Member #5 ? Sue Snyder Celo ?
NOMINATING COMMITTEE (FLILL COMMITTEE 15 ONE REPRESENTATIVE FROM EACH MEETING)
Clerk 2 6/95 6/97 Bert Skellie Atlanta Meood nominee by 597
Ongoing Member #1 1 6/85 6/97 Errol Hess Tri-Cities Need nominee by 5/87
Ongoing Member #2 2 6/95  6/97 John Geary Boone Need nominee by 5/87
Ongoing Member #3 1 6/06  6/98 Penny Wright Nashvilie
ADMINBTRATIVE OVERMIGHT <COMMITTEE (+ <LERNK & TREASLIRER)
Past Clerk / Host Site 2 6/95  6/97 Bert Skellie Atlanta Need nominee by 5/97
Member-at Large 3 6/94 B6/97 Penny Wright Nashville Need nominee by 597
Member-at Large 3 6/96 6799 Janet Minshali Atlanta
FINANCE COMMITTEE {+ TREASURER)
Clerk (Past Treasurer) 3 6/95 6/98 Dennis Gregy Crossville
Member 3 6/95 6/98 George Qidham Asheville
Member 3 6/96  6/00 Bill Boyd ' Celo
ANNUAL MEETING PLANNING COMMITTEE (INCLUDES SAYF CO-(LERKS & SITE SELECTION CLERK)
Planning Com Cilerk 2 6/86 ©6/98 Kathleen Mavournin W. Knoxville
Adult Program- co clerk - 2 6/96 6/98 Free Polazzo Atlanta ’
Adult Program #2 2 6/95  6/97 Drew Foster Nashville Need nominee by 597
Co-Registrar #1 ) 2 6/95 6/97 Carol Lamm Berea Need nominee by 5/97
Co-Registrar #2 2 6/95 6/97 SusanPenn Memphis Need nominee by 5/87
Bookstore #1 2 6/96  6f98 Pete Houghton Atlanta ’
Bookstote #2 2 6/95  B/97 Bruce Pearson Columbia Need nominee by 597 s
JYM Coordinator 2 6/96  5/98 Georgi Schmitt W. Knoxville
Assistant JYM Coordinator 2 6/96  6/38 Nickitie Jayre Asheville
Workshop Coordinator 2 6/96  6/98 lisa Lewis Raymer Berea
Worship Sharing Coord 2 6/06  6/98 Pam Beziat Mashville

nominate.wb1 (SEE REVERSE FOR REST OF LIST)



DRAFT SAYMA NOMINEES, 96-97 & 97-98

Position Term |From| To Serving Now Meeting |Proposed for'97-98 Meeting
_1(yrs)

Site Ligison / Arrangements 1 6/36  6/97 Bill Reynolds, Becky Ingle Chattancoga Need nominee by 5/97
SITE SELECTION COMMITTEE . .
Site Selection Clerk 1 6/86  6/97 Hibbard Thatcher Nashville Need nominee by 5/97
Site Selection Member #1 1 6/96  6/97 Larry Ingle Chattanooga Need nominee by 5/97
Site Selection Member #2 1 6/96 6/97 Curt Thompson : Atlanta Need nominee by 5/97
SAYF COMMITTEE , .
Co-Clerk #1 2 6/96  6/98 Ellen Hearne Asheville .
Co-Clerk #2 2 6/95  6/97 Curt Thempson Atlanta Need nominee by 5/97
Adult Member #1 2 1/96  6/97 Robin Wells Asheville Need nominee by 5/97
Adult Member #2 2 6/96 6/98 Cheryl Baker - W. Knoxville
Adult Member #3 2 B/96  6/98 Jeremiah Gold-Hopton Allanta
Adult Member #4 {proposed) 2 6/96 6/98 _ Katy Farr (start 10/967) Atlanta
Youth Members ? 6/95 6/97 16 Youth were nominated Several Need nominee by 5/97
REPRESENTATIVES :
AFSC Corp #1 2 6/95 6/97 Free Polazzo Atlanta Need nominee by 5/87
AFSC Corp #2 2 6/96 6/98 Shari Fradenburgh Atlanta .
AFSC SE Region Exec Com 2 6/85  6/87 John Lewis Berea Need nominee by 5§/97
AFSC SERO rep #2 2 6/96  &6/98 Daryl Bergquist Royal
FCNL #1 3 6/95  6/98 Bettina Wolff Asheville
FCNL #2 3 6/24 6/97 Carol Nickle W Knoxville Need nominee by 5/97
FCNL #3 3 6/96 6/99 Nancy Lee-Riffe Berea
FCUN 2 6/96  6/98 Kit Potter Nashville
FGC # _ 3 6/96  6/99 John Geary Boone
FGC #2 - 3 6/95 6/98 Perry Treadwell Atlanta
FGC #3 {proposed) 3 6/96 ©6/9% Mary Ann Downey {10/96+7) Atlania
FLGC 2 6/96  ©/98 Need one?
Friends Peace Team Harry Rogers Columbia ?
FWCC #1 3 6/95 6/98 Ted Edgerton Boone
FWCC #2 3 6/95 6/98 Kathy Burke Atianta
FWCC #3 3 6/94  ©/97 Barbara Esther Asheville Need nominee by 597
FWCC #4 : 3 6/94  6/97 Bob Lyons Asheville Need nominee by 5/97
Quaker House Harry Rogers Columbia ?
Youthquake '97 3 6/95 6/98 Jeremiah Gold-Hopton Atlanta '

PLEASE HELP US FIND PEOPLE TO FILL THESE SLOTS. ALSO, PLEASE LET ME KNOW OF ANY ERRORS RIGHT AWAY.
THANKS - BERT SKELLIE, 416 PAGE AVE, NE, ATLANTA 30307, {404} 378-5883; FAX 373-6100; EMAIL 103016,2066
@COMPUSERVE.COM. 09/18/98

nominate.wb1 (SEE REVERSE FORREST OF LIST)




SAYMA Financial Report

7/1/95 through 6/13/86

** DETAILS OF EXPENSES IN 2 GROUPINGS ABOVE

Iyal

YOUNG-FRIENES PROGRAM

Coordinator
Asst Coordinator
JYM Expenses

WIDER QUAKER ORGANIZATIONS

AFSC

FCNL

FGC

FWCC

FWCC 3rd World Delegates
Quaker House:Fayetteville
FLGC

FCUN

1,200.00

600.00

1,050.00

750.00
750.00
75000
750.00
650.00
750.00
150.00
150.00

6.19

750.00
750.00
750.00

- 750.00

650.00
750.00
150.00
150.00

Budget Actual

RECEIPTS 1985 7/1/96-
6/13/96
Assessment 18,500.00 17,834.33
Newsletter 1,800.00 9848.00
Yearly Meeting Receipts 13,445.39

Book Sales .

Annuzl Bookstore 24.56

Faith and Practice/Directory 356.30
Scholarship 470.00
Contributions 250.00 64.93
Interest 100.00 66.97
Total Receipts 21,650.00 33,427.65
Total Receipts (LESS YM Receipts) 19,915.29
DISBURSEMENTS
SAYMA OPERATHONAL EXPENSES
Newsietter 2,000.00 2,858.04
Yearly Meeting -

Adult Program 470.67

Housing & Focd -
Book Sales -

* * Young Friends Program 2.850.00 6.19
SAYF 1,315.00 1,120.86
Delegate Expenses -

Representative Meetings 175.00 -

Delegates to WQOs 2,200.00 1,98217
FWCC Trienniel Fund 650.00 650.00
Ministry & Nurture Fund 300.00 -
Administration {Put into Office Exp 100.00 -
Administrative Assistant(Incl.WH 5,459.00 5,258.16
Office Expenses 1,600.00 1,727.58
SAYMA Directory 300.00 33574
YM Minutes 320.00 -
SAYMA Handbock 320.00 130.82
Miscellaneous 50.00 150.00
YEARLY MEETING PROJECTS
Spiritual Development Fund 450.00 300.00
Released Friend Fund
MONT ING PRO S
Rural Southern Voice for Peace { 780.00 750.00
Other 100.00 -
*WIDER QUAKER ORGANIZAT 4,700.00  4,700.00
RSWR:interest Savings 140.00 -
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 23,779.00 20,441.13
NET RECEIPTS(DISBURSEMENTS ) (2,129) 12,925.74
Less YM Receipts - \q5¢& ) : 13,445,339
NET RECEIPTS - excluding YM Receipts {520)
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1 [SAYMA GENERAL FUND BUDGET 711196 through 6/30/97
2 Budget Proposed Budget
3 1995 Changes 1996-7 Inc. Per Person
4 |RECEIPTS
5 |Assessment 19,500.00 3,900.00 23,400.00 20% 42.00
_@_Newsietter 1,800.00 900.00  2.700.00 50% 6.00
12 |Contributions 250.00 250.00
13 |Interest 100.00 100.00
14 |Total Receipts 21,650.00 26,450.00
16 |DISBURSEMENTS
17 |SAYMA OPERATIONAL EXPENSES
18 |Newsletter _ 2,000.00 B695.00 268500
19 |Yearly Meeting
20§ Printing/mailing Reglstratlon 350. 350.00
23 Young Friends Program 2.850.00
24 Coordinator 1.200.00 1,200.00
25 Asst Coordinator - B00.00 600.00
26 JYM Expenses 1,050.00 1,050.00
I —=enolarsmp oT Visitng WQQ Reps e o= 150.00 15000 . .. __.
28 |SAYF 1.065.00 1,200.00 2.265.00
29 | YouthQuake Scholarship -
30 {Delegate Expenses 3.175.00
31| Representative Meetings 175.00 175.00
Ky Delegates to WQ0Os 2,200.00 800.00 3.000.00
33 {FWCGC Triennie! Fund 650.00 650.00
34 [Ministry & Nurture Fund 300.00 300.00
Administrative Assistant
35| (Incl.WH Taxes, matched Taxes) 5.571.00 27B.55 5,849.55
36 |Administration 100.00 150.00 250.00
37 |Office Expenses 1.600.00 160 1,760.00
Mailing, Postage, Misc. for Publications
38 ' ' ' 940.00
29 {SAYMA Directory 300.00 300.00
40 |YM Minutes 320.00 - 320.00
41 [SAYMA Handbook 320.00 320.00
42 |Miscellaneous 50.00 50.00
44 |YEARLY MEETING PROJECTS .
45 |Spiritual Development Fund 450.00 {350.00) 100.00
Released Friend Fund -
48 |MONTHLY MEETING PROJECTS :
49 |Rural Southern Voice for Peace (Celo) 750.00 750.0C0
£0 [Other 100.00 100.00
o -
52 [WID AKER ORGANIZATION ¥R I NCh 4,840.00
62 |[CORRECTIONS
63 TOTAL EXPENDITURES  23,641.00 27,074.55
O
65| NET RECEIPTS{DISBURSEMENTS) 3§ (1,891.00} {624.55)
S0 Aian i -
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NOTES

2C -increase -> . 42,00
SC- [ncrease in newsetten_' rated -» 6.00
5C, 6C - Total increase 48.00 -

20C - 1/2 cost of Spring issue

27C - ( for registration, room, board} Request from M&N for unpaid Nurture Secretary of FGC
Should we pay for other WQO reps?

28C - 3 500 for newsletter, $600 Phone

28 - Fund for SAYMA Friends to contribute to scholarships toYouthquake conference in 1988
This will start with a $180 balance contributed by an interested member of SAYMA

32 - Travel for FCUN, FLGC, Curt Thampson - FGC Planning Cmte

35 - Proposed increase includes retroactive 2.5% increase for 1996 + 2.5% increase for 1997

37 - 550 added for tape recorder for recording clerk. S50 for nominating cmte phone calls.
550 for M&N phone

The following lines were left out of the budget because they are either 2 wash_ or are totally unpredictable

Receiots Expenses

Yearly Meeting Receipts Aduit

Book Sales Heusing & Food
Annual Bookstore Book Sales

Faith and Practice/Direclory
Scholarship
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MEMORIAL MINUTES ASHEVILLE FRIENDS MEETING JUNE 1896

Martha "Teeny" Cheesman Qldham

Martha "Teeny" Cheeseman Oldham died on Sunday, March 10,
1996. A memorial Meeting under the care of Asheville Friends
Meeting was held on Saturday, March 16, at Shepherd's Church
‘Street Chapel ' . '

Teeny was a birthright Friend from Haddonfield, New Jersey.
She had been an active member of Asheville Friends Meeting since
moving to Hendersonville in 1975, and she served as a co-clerk
along with her husband in 1876, Although in her later years
Parkinson's Disease made it more and more difficult for her to
get around, she was still able to attend Meeting regularly, and
the Meeting was always strengthened by her presence.

Margaret "Peg" Calbeck Neal

Margaret "Peg" Calbeck Neal died on Tuesday, April 2, 1996.
A memorial Meeting under the care of Asheville Friends Meeting
was held at the Unitarian Church on Saturday, April 13, 1896.

Peg joined Asheville Friends Meeting in 1985, and served as
co-clerk, along with her husband Phil Neal in 1986. Her
ministry as a community worker and teacher of women's studies
made her a role model for the vouth in our Meeting, particularly
for the young women of the Meeting. Her active committee work
with the Meeting, especially her work with the Long Range
Planning Committee, will conftinue to be a positive and
thoughtful influence on the Meeting.

Ernest Kellog

Ernest Kellog departed this life on Tuesday, September §,
1995 at St. Luke's Hospital in lLandrum, S§C,

He was born on a cattle ranch in 1903 near Russell, Kansas.
He graduated from the Lincoln School of Teachers College, '
Columbia University and the University of Wisconsin, Most of
his business life was with the Milk Foundation in Chicago and
then in Washington, D.C. 1In 1951 he and Helen bought a farm
near Gowansville, SC and they attended the Tryon Meeting and the
Asheville Meeting of Friends.

A memorial Service was held Fridav, Nov, 17, at 7 p.m. at
the Gowansville SC Community Club in which Ernest was active.
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In Memoriam:

Susanna Jestine Riffe

March 22, 19_69-April 1, 1996



Susy Was BORN IN THE BEREA HOSPITAL
and lived all of her life in Berea, excepl for vight years
in Richmond and time spent traveling with {family.
She was very proud of being a “Berea nalive,” and
would often tell people, “This is my town.” She died
here too, in that same hospital, where she had enjoyed
doing volunteer work. :

When she was born, services for people with
mental retardation in Madison County were not
available but have slowly developed in her lifetime.
Susy attended the School of Hope, operated by a
volunteer board, until in 1974 the legislature passed a
bill requiring that schools provide for children with
disabilities. Susy satin Governor Wendell Ford’s lap
as he signed that bill into law. She then attended
Head Start and eventually the public schools, and
graduated with a special education cerlificate when
she was 21, in 1990.

Susy was extremely fortunate in having for six
years a part-time position as Food Service Associate
with Marriott at Berea College, within walking dis-
tance of home. There she had supportive supervisors
and co-workers, and she developed and flourished
from her inieractions with them.

. She was a good folk dancer—going to the Coun-
try Dances and Oh Contraire was probably her big-
gest joy. She was improving her swimming and
reading and dulcimer-playing skills with lessons and
tutoring. She might be called an “overachiever”—she
certainly opened many eyes to recognize how very
much can be done with an 1Q of 50.

How clearly Susy understood about her mental

disabilitics it is bard o say. She probably counted her
biggest handicap being so very short, only 4°6". She
scemed (o take her heart problem and shortness of
brealh {or granted and simply did what she could.

Susy was a “people-person”—nher open, loving
nature won her friendships wherever she went. She
had many supportive friends: Berea Friends Meeting,
Community Dancers, [Festival Dancers, the coffee
gang at Cardinal, Hospital Auxiliary, as well as many,
many individuals who were “there for her.” Susy-
hugs will be missed—her greetings were always
whole-hearted. She lived very simply and very
wholly each moment as it came, so her affections were
never entangled in grievances, though she could pout
with the best of ‘em on occasion, briefly.

Fler heart in its capacity to love was very, very
big.

But her heart was also a very bad one, and its
condition was inoperable. This condition had wors-
ened gradually in the last few years. On Monday,
April 1, after a happy day at work, she suddenly
experienced some pain and a few minutes later had a
massive heart attack. Apparently she was gone in-
stanlly, though strenuous efforts were made to keep
her here. There wasn’t even a moment in which

-good-byes could be said.

Susy’s ashes are in a box made out of native
walnut by her very dear f/Friend Bob Mills. Some
will be scattered in some of her favorite places; most
will be placed in a family plotin Danville. Susy’s
body with its bad heart has left us, but her real heart,
her valiant spirit, can remain with us as long as we
will let it.
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1 [SAYMA GENERAL FUND BUDGET T11/98 through 6/30/97

2 Budget Proposed Budget

3 1895 Changes 1996-7  inc. Per Person
4 |RECEIPTS

5 |Assessment 19,500.00 3,900.00 2340000 20% 42.00
8 |Newsletter 1,800.00 900.00 2,700.00 50% . B.0D
12 j{Contributions 250.00 250.00

13 |Interest 100.00 100.00 :
14 |Total Receipts 21,650.00 26,450.00

16 |DISBURSEMENTS

17 |SAYMA OPERATIONAL EXPENSES

18 |Newsletter 2.000.00 695.00 288500

18 [Yearly Meeting

20 Printing/mailing Registration 350 350.00

23| ‘ourg Eriends Proaram.)Ym 2.850.00

24 Coordinator 1,200.00 1,200.00

25 Asst Coordinator 600.00 600.00

26 JYM Expenses 1,050.00 : 1,050.00

27— Seholarshipforvisiing WQG Raps 50 00~———450.00—

28 |SAYF 1.085.00 1,200.00 2.265.00

29 | YouthQuake Scholarship -

30 |Delegate Expenses 3175.00

31 Representative Meetings 175.00 175.00

32| Delegates to WQCOs 2.200.00 800.00 3.000.00

33 |FWCC Triennigi Fund 650.00 650.00

34 |Ministry & Nurture Fund 300.00 300.00

Administrative Assistant

35| {Incl.WH Taxes, matched Taxes) 5571.00 278.55 5.849.53

6 |Administration 100.00 150.00 250.00
" 37 |Office Expanses 1,600.00 160 1,760.00

Mailing, Postage, Misc. for Publications

a8 240.00

39 |SAYMA Directory 300.00 300.00

40 |¥YM Minutes 320.00 - 320.00

41 |SAYMA Handbook 320.00 320.00

42 |Miscellaneous 50.00 50.00

44 |[YEARLY MEETING PR T ; -

45 |Spiritual Development Fund 450.00 {350.00) 100.00

46 |Released Friend Fund -

48 [MONTHLY MEETING PROJECTS -

49 |Rural Southern Voice for Peace (Celo) 750.00 750.00

50 |Other 100.00 100.00

LR =

52 IWIDER QUAKER ORGANIZATIONS 4,840.00

62 [CORRECTIONS

63 TOTAL EXPENDITURES  23,641.00 27,074.55

(<=3

65| NET RECEIPTS(DISBURSEMENTS) & (1,991.00) $ (624.55) o
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NOTES

5C - increase > 42.00
BC- Increase in newstter rated -> 6.00
5C, 6C - Total increase 48.00

20C - 1/2 cost of Spring issue

27C - ( for registration, room, board} Request from M&N for unpaid Nurturé Secretary of FGC
Should we pay for other WQO reps?

28C - 5 600 for newsletter, $600 Phone -
29 - Fund for SAYMA Friends to contribute to scholarships toYouthquake conference in 1998
This will start with a 5180 balance contributed by an interested member of SAYMA
32 - Travel for FCUN, FLGC, Curt Thompson - FGC Planning Cmte
35 - Proposed increase includes retroactive 2.5% increase for 1996 + 2.5% increase for 1997
37 - S50 added for tape recorder for recording clerk. S50 for nominating cmte phone cails,
550 for M&N phone '

The following lines were left out of the budget, because they are either a wash. or are totally unpradictable

Receipts Expenses

Yearly Meeting Receipts Adult

Book Sales Housing & Food
Annuzl Bookstore Book Sales

Faith and Practice/Directory
Schelarship
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Realizing the value of AFSC to the world community and te the
Quaker Meetings, the Brevard Meeting endeorses SAYMA s continued
representation on the AFSC Corporation and SAYMA s continued financial
suppart of AFSC.

Az ta allaowing non~Guaker full membership on the AFSC Board of
Directors, the meeting did not reach consensus on changing membership
requirements.




Y i = = m L T T

P v O S Ty P th-u*ku.l

Approved First Day,Fourth Month 20, 1996

We have appreciated the opportunity to consider the
relationship of SAYMA with +the American Friends Service
Committee.

We have listsrnecd teo concerns and gerspectives related co the
decision of the AFSC Corperation to allow a few pnon-Friends
to serve on the Board of Directors. We trust the Spirit and
Friends discernment process to ma1nta1n AFPSC's lntegrlty and

Quaker witnaes . Muf *“ﬁthl} &nd yearly mestings are enriched

zy the contribuiions c¢f those who are not members as well as
those who are.

We urge SAYMA to continue its connection with the American
Friends Service Committee and +to appoint all the
representatives to wvaricus AFSC bodies to which it is
entitled.

We pray that our representatives will be constructive and
provhetic participants on our behalf in the AFSC’s work.

We encourage greater Quaker involvement in the AFSC, but our
deepest concern is that the work of the American Friends
‘Service Committee be led by and grounded in the Spirit.



RESPONSE OF GREENVILLE FRIENDS TO CONCERNS/DISCUSSIONS ABOUT
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SAYMA AND AESC

Tuesday, May 28, 1996

We would reframe these concerns/discussions as they are moved forward by proposing
these queries: '

1. How might the opportunity for discussing these issues deepen
and broaden the mission and work of Friends through AFSC
and other channels? i

2. How might Meetings become more effectively involved with
AFSC as an instrument of Friends’ work in the world? How
might we better support, sustain and guide that effort as an
expression of the faith and essence of Friends?




SAYMA
701 W. Howard Avenue
Decatur, Georgia 30030
(404) 377-2474

6/96

To: SAYMA Yearly Meeting

From: Sandy Mershon, Administrative Assistant
Re: Report for 1996 Yearly Meeting

Work in the SAYMA office continues in a routing fashion: following up on telephone
messages and routing mail; preparing calendars and preliminary agendas for meetings; keeping
the data base up to date for all mailings and making labels; mail out A Guide to Qur Faith and
Practice and directories as necessary; follow up with requests and correspondence that comes
into the office; work with Bettina Woltf when she comes to work on the archivesand Hardbook;
and other items that need attention. In the tast month | have been particularly busy preparing
materials for Yearly Meetings--agenda, Directory pages, newsletter mailing list, and census
informaticn.

Because of the increased efficiency of this office, 1 have been able to do mailing and/or
printing for the Mininstry and Nurture Committee, Faith and Practice Committee and the
Nominating Committee. The M&N committee members are now listed in the data base and we can
gasily prepare a mailing for them. The postage and printing facilities are available here for the
needs of these committees.

All expenses are normal for the office and are generally paid out of the $300 cash fund
that the Treasurer provides. | continue to be paid 3100 per week.

As of this date, twenty-three 1995 Directories are still available out of the 80 printed.
| will have sixty 1996 Directories printed this year. No copies have been requested on disk
although avaiiable.

About 850 copies of A Guide to Our Fajth and Practice rerné‘m. They will be available in
the bookstore during Yearly Gathering at $2.50 each. All new members to SAYMA should get a
copy. :

| prepared MINUTES for the committee chairs. It consisted of minutes from the last five
years of minutes of Representative Meetings and Yearly Meetings that are of interest to these
chairs. It will be updated yearly aher the Yearly Gathering. Keeping track of important
decisions by category shoutd be a useful tool. If not useful it will be discontinued.

At this Yearly Meeting, we will entertain serious discussion of AFSC raised at last year's
Meeting. Alice Bowman, Bill Holland and Sandy Mershon made up the assigned committee. Aher
Alice resigned as Representative, Bill and Sandy contacted all meetings to see if they wanted a
speaker on AFSC. Twenty-five groups within SAYMA were contacted and six never responded one
way or the other, Presentations were made available to all meetings.

The Clerking Workshop was organized out of the SAYMA office although heid in W.
Knoxville as part of their annuat retreat at the end of April. it was led by Mary Ann Downey and
Perry Treadweli, both of Atlanta. People did not register early enough to get their personat
needs met. The workshop further illustrated the problems of getting friends to respond in a



timely manner to announcements. Clerks and Representatives need 1o take a more active roll in
passing information along to their meetings and worship groups.

Neote: Twenty-eight of forty-two actually participated. It was hard printing materials
and informing arrangements person, Lee Ann Swarm, of the final count .

On 4/18/96 alt Meeting clerks and SAYMA representatives were maiied Directory and
newsletter mailing lists to be returned to me during Yearly Meeting, Census reporting
information was sent out at the same time with a deadline of 5/15/96. At the opening session of
the Meeting for Business, | will give the census data for 1896. | am assuming the cooperation of
all panties to get information in on time. (I will be calling all non-compliant meetings for
information.) ' o

! am particularly appreciative of the many folks that keep contact with me through mail,
telphone, and e-mail. The latter has provided quick and cheap communication. lt's not easy to
keep contact with folks but it is necessary. (Someone needs to thank me for my heroic efforts
not to editorize in my reports.) Thanks!
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1998 SAYMA Census

These are the census numbers for the monthly meetings in Southern
Appalachian Yearly Meeting and Association. Prepared by Sandy Mershon,
Administative Assistant, 6/12/96.

Members Attenders

--includes children  --includes children
Asheville Monthly Meeting 109 __ 48
Athens Maonthly Meeting 14 13
Atlanta Monthly Meeting 186 - .88
Berea Monthly Meeting 64 i9
Birmingham Friendé Meeting 7 13
Black Mountain Worship Group 5
Boone Monthly Meeting 14 7
Brevard Monthly Meeting 21 19
Catawba Valley Worship Group 1 12
Celo Monthly Meeting 39 43
Charleston Monthly Meeling 19
Chattanooga Monthly Meeting 28 ' 25
Columbia Monthly Meeting 30 25
Cookeville Worship Group 12
Crossville Monthly Meeting 7
Greenville Monthly Meeting 4 4

Huntsville Worship Group 5 2



Memphis Monthly Meeting 33 22

Nashville Monthly Meeting 46 | 50
Royal Worship Group 2
Swannanoa Valley Worship Group 3
Tri-Cities F’reparative Meeting 7
Tryon Worship Group - : o 10
University Worship Group 7
West Knoxville Monthly Meeting 58 36

Wilkes County Monthly Meeting 9
Totals 694 - 472= 1,166

Traditionally this Yearly Meeting has not given particular significance to
the distinction between members and attenders. In the past our membership count has included
members and attenders.

N.B. Counts for 1995 were: Members--546 and Attenders--558 = 1,104
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REPORT TO SAYMA JUNE 14, 1996
FROM REPRESENTATIVES TO FRIENDS WORLD COMMITTEE ON
CONSULTATION

On March 14-17, 1996 we attended the FWCC Section of the Americas Annual Meeting in
Miami, Flornida. It was great to share with, and get to know, other Friends of diverse cultural,
linguistic, and theological backgrounds. The Iglesia in Miami which is comprised of people who
have fled Cuba since 1961 hosted all 200+ conference attendees, including some Friends who stil!
live in Cuba, for an outdoor tent buffet and program on Saturday evening. Good fellowship was
had by one and all.

We also learned of a very special relationship between New England Yearly Meeting and Cuba
Yearly Meeting. The monthly meetings within each are paired as Sister Meetings. We heard a
wonderful joint report given by a representative of both meetings. Although each speaks almost
no words of the other’s language; they communicated beautifully to us about the visit of New
England Friends to Cuba Friends. Since we know several people from Jamaica Yearly Meeting
from our Southeast Regional gatherings we suggest that such a relationship might be fostered by
SAYMA as well. On another note, Thomas Taylor, General Secretary of the World Office, told
us that the clerk of the Burundi, Simeon Shitemi, has been arrested for “killing” and another
Friend shared that he did not always come to past Section of the Americas gathenngs because he
was denied a visa. '

There was, as is the custom in these gatherings, interpretation Spanish to English and vice
versa. Barbara Esther of our Yearly Meeting was among the team of excellent interpreters.
The work of the many gifted Friends who interpret or translate has been enhanced by the
completion of the first bilingual glossary of Quaker terminology. Several Spanish speaking
attendees voiced the great need for Quaker writings to be translated and published.

The 1996 Quaker Youth Pilgrimage will retrace George Fox’s trip here in the Eastern U. §,
except that they won't start off in Bermuda. We hope that some of our youth will think towards
the 1998 piignmage to Europe.

The Faith in Action mission statement is as follows:

FWCC Section of the Americas celebrates the common roots of the different Yearly Meetings and
groups of Friends and the special contribution that each makes to Quakerism in the Amencas.
FWCC also recognizes the historic factors that have impeded a larger and deeper communion
between us. Because of this, the Section of the Americas, through the Faith in Action program,
looks to provide to young Friends from across the Americas opportunities for spiritual growth
which results in the development of their leadership abilities as inspired by Luke 2:52: “And Jesus
increased in wisdom and in stature, and in favor with God and man.”

The search for both applicants and leaders needs to begin by spreading word of this opportunity




for growth and linking experiences with Friends of varied traditions of worship. As monthly
meetings and as a yearly meeting we can feel encouraged to seek out people who could be urged
to apply, and respond to their acceptance with assistance, financial and otherwise.

Only 2.25% of Quakers contribute persenally to FWCC’s work. While contributions have
remained level- costs have increased. The work of all the committees of the umbrella
organization that is FWCC is vital, not oaly as social action such as Right Sharing and
International Quaker Aid, but spiritually, as it challenges us to see beyond our differences to that
of God in each Quaker, as well as in each non-Quaker.

Some ways to further support FWCC would be to...

Revistt our budget committments,. as individuals look for ways to make sacrifices so that we can
tend support to wider Quaker organizations beyond the contributions of our monthly and yearly
meetings, be well informed about the projects supported by Right Sharing and International
Quaker Aid, consider establishing a link with another yearly meeting different from ours, such as
Jamaica Yearly Meeting, welcome Friends from the Visitation Committee to our gatherings,
actively promote youth participation in the QYP and Faith in Action programs, seek to appoint a
Young Friend as a representative to give FWCC a healthy future and continue to hold those
working in FWCC in the Light as they seek to carry out God's will through that organization.
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Records Report: SAYMA Yearly Meeting, &6/96
Rettina Wolff, Recorder/Archivist

Progress to Date: :

SAYMA RECORDS: have been organized through Yearly Meeting 1992
and a complete set placed in the Guilford College Friends
Historical Library

A record of holdings has been prepared and sent to
Swarthmore and Haverford teo confirm their needs

Records known to be needed by each have been set aside

Guilford has agreed t¢ cepy records needed to complete
Swarthmore’s SAYMA records

File of recent records has been established in SAYMA
office a

MONTHLY MEETING RECORDS: those held in the SAYMA office have
been forwarded to one or both histeorical libraries

Monthly meetings have been instructed te add both
Guilford and Swarthmore to distribution lists for newsletters
and minutes

0ld records have been made available to monthly meetings
as requested.

SAF RECORDS: file of all available issues was provided the SAF
editor

Remainder will be offered to historical libraries as
needed

Io _be Done:

See that Swarthmore receives records needed to complete
its files: forward available material needed to Haverford

Provide Yearly Meeting records, 1993 to date, to Friends
libraries as needed. :

Review retired SAYMA office records for retention

Try to find missing rep mtg minutes (1978, 30A,B,C)

Procedures Established (with administrative assistant)

Set up, now testing census count system for meetings

Resumed annual statistical report

Incorporated Friends Historical Libraries intc routine
infermation distribution channels

Requested all SAYMA meetings to include these historical
libraries in their distribution channels

Prepared guide to numbering annual and rep meetings




HISTORICAL NOTES:

During SAYMA’s first decade, State of the Meeting reports uere
a major part of the agenda, and each meeting was called on to
report developments at representative meeting. Representative
Meetings were held before, during and after annual meeting
sessions, apparently for evaluation and management purposes.
In this period talks delivered at annual meeting by invited
speakers were regularly published as pamphlets, perhaps
because of the availability of Celo Press. Epistles were
short, frequently less than one page, and attempted to distill
some central insight or message received without attempting a
summary. Variations occasiocnally occurred in Representative
Meeting patterns: no representative meeting was held in 1981
when annual meeting was held at Berea just prior to FGC: in
1989 representative meeting fellowing yearly meeting at
Christmont, Black Mountain was moved to asheville.

INCOMPLETE RECORDING: SAYMA records from 1977 to date reveal
an inadequate history of yearly meeting concerns, activities
and development. Records are more than minutes of business
sessions, and minutes are more than recorded decisions. Most
critical to this lack is sAYMA's fallure to establish a
procedure to collect and retain the reports our Eaith_and
Practige identifies to be presented at annual meeting.

A recommended procedure is attached for submitting, and
retaining reperts which provide an important part of the SAaYMa
record.

An effort is being made to pull together a record of
important SAYMA activities not associated with any .committee,
for example, women’s activities,

It is recommended that minutes of annual and representa-
tive meeting include names and topics of speakers and panels,
and note plenary worship sessions held. If groups are called
together te consider yearly meeting concerns or business, a
record should be kept and submitted to the recording clerk.

INCONSISTENCIES AND ERRORS: These records also reveal many
inconsistencies and errors in the way minutes have been
recorded. These relate to names, dates, numbers and clear
identification of meetings, numbering of minutes, typo-
graphical errors. Most of these are within the purview of the
recording clerk, a responsibility which needs a much more

detailed description than Faith and Practice now provides.

Qufz2
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Consistent and accurate identification of each annual and
representative meeting record (in heading or on title page) by
date, place and number (eg 25th annual session, Sist
representative meeting.) Use of generally accepted date
formats; Arabic numerals, month/day/year. (Don’t be creative:
22/v/81) '

‘Methods to promote accurate typing; future scholars will
be amused to read that on 2/13/82 RBill Bovyd presented the
“rear-end" report from the finance committee, or to note
FCNL’s "weedly" wrap—up. Earlier procedures invelved review
of minutes by the clerk before distribution.

Consistency in reporting and spelling names so that those
using records are sure who is being referenced. Major
vyesponsibility here should be assumed by individual Friends,
to adopt and use a consistent name, and to provide correctiens
of inaccuracies to the recording clerk. Name changes should
be recorded in membership records.

Use of "Represéentative” Meeting as designated in our
Eaith and Practice and as used by other yearly meetings.

F 4

RECURRING TSCUEDS AND DCLIBERATIONG:

MEMBERSHIP: What i1s a member? Why distinguish members from
attenders? Can information for the SAYMA directory be
provided in a way that produces a census? How are members of
worship groups {(which cannot confer membership) designated?

Do we recognize in monthly and vearly meeting lists membership
in meetings outside SayYMA? What is the relationship between
membership and financial responsibility of meetings to SayYMa?
When some SAYMA meetings 8o not record membership, how does
SAYMA deal with the rvequirement of most WQCs that appointed
representatives be members of their vearly meetings?

WIDER QUAKER ORGANIZATIONS (WQOs): Discussien of WQOs has .
appeared frequently in SAYMA minutes in terms of our
relationship to them, which should we appoint representatives
to, at what level should they be supported financially, how
many representatives should be appointed, concern about total
contribution levels. Concern about the relationship of aFSC
to the Society of Friends has come up a number of times.

YEARLY MEETING LOCATICN, TIME, aND COSTS: Proposals have been
regularly made to move vyearly meeting to different regions,
and to shift between May and June. Costs were capped at
$120/family in 1982, and consideration has even been given to
covering vearly meeting registration and housing costs from
assessments (briefly).

REPRESENTATIVE MEETING: What is its role? Should specific
actions be assigned to them? Do we inappropriately carry over

Gif12
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- annual meeting action to the representative meeting which

follows, but which inaugurates a new vear? Can they involve
local members in ways that increase understanding of yearly
meeting and promote lnteraction with those attending? -

REGIONALISM: Consideration has been given regularly to ways to
include more Friends in more parts of our large area in more
Yearly Meeting activities.

RECORDING OF EXPENSES: At our first session as SAYMA
(11/7/70) Friends were advised to report all expenses whether
or not a refund was reguested, so that SAYMA might know actual
costs. This has been requested at regular intervals, but
seems to be very difficult to do in practice,

Budget support: We should be considering support in a
future budget for one or both historical libraries ($100/year)
and for assuming the cost of microfilming our records to make
them available both to our cwn office and meetings, and to
other vearly meetings. (estimated $500) Because of the poor
and deteriorating guality of many of our reccrds this should
be done scon. ’ ' '

Dfficial Depository: A depository 1s distinguished from
the full collection of holdings now established at both
Guilford and Swarthmore in that it invelves a contractual
arrangement covering ownership and use. De&cision can be
postponed until SAYMA produces original signed copies of
records or has memorabilia, photographic records, or unigue
documents for deposit.

Use of Acid-Free Paper: although desirable is not
emphasized because of the rapidly changing nature of records
away from paper. It is suggested that office copies of SAYMA
records be stored on a designated disc soon after materials
have been printed out and duplicated.

Reports procedure be approved :

Handbook sections (records retention policy, guide to
taking minutes, recorder/archivist/histeorian description) be
accepted.

Minute of appreciation for Nelsen Fuson
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MINUTES OF THE COORDINATING COLCIL OF THE FRIEXDS PEACE TEAM PROJECT

The Coordinating Couneil of The Friends Peace Team Project met at Davis House.
Washington DC. Friday evening. Mav 24 Saturday Mav 235 at Sundav Mayv 26. 1996

Present were Mary Lord (Baltimore Yearly Meetung). clerk. Rosa Packard. (New York
Yearlv Meeting ) recording clerk. Man' Amett (Philadelphia Yearly Meeting) , Ted
Herman (Philadeiphia Yearly Meeting), Val Liveoak (South Central Yearly Meetng).
‘George Lakey. (Philadelphia Yearf Meeting) Saturday oniv . Harn Rogers and Rebecea
Rogers (Southern Appalachian Yearl: Meeting)(Friday and Saturdav). Brenda Fisher
(Wilmington Yearly Meetng) Sandra Schwanz. (Balumore Yearly Meeting) volunteer
staff. Sarah-Phes (F\VCC intern unti] August working on our directort'}

Regrets Elise Boulding. Eric White. Sheila Garrett. George Willoughby

On Friday evening we gathered at &30 and after introductions  visited the offices of
Christian Peacemaker Teams in the Columbia Heights neighberhood of
Washington which are :n the Warner Apariments. 2426 Eighteen Street. W, Hare. A
Mennonite volunteer and Val Liveoak who is volunteering for two months welcomed vs.
explained some of the accomplishments and dilemnas of the work and took us on a brief
walk 1n the neighborhood. We obtained literature for distribution amon g our vearly
meeungs.

Saturday mornung, George Lakey led us in some community building exercises: electric
pinkie. singing in pans. cumulative storv telling and pruee Each of these experiences held
metaphors for team work. George also spoke of the archipelago - islands which are
connected under the water surface - as a metaphor for unity-

Sarah Plies circulated the survey and the outline of the upcoming directory of opporunities
for serve and watning and asked for our comments. additions and clanfications.

Sandra Schwanz distriubted copies of our second newsletter. The printing was donated by
Sandy Springs Friends School. with only the paper and jobbing as expenses. She
expressed grautude for the strong support of Baltimore Yearl- Meeting which has provided
a computer for her and traininp in computer skills. and attendance at one of George Lakevs
weekends BY M has given us access to a computer. a printer and fax and has paid for our
phone bills Balumore Yearly Mecting has donated S1000 for Friends Peace Team Project
expenses. Frank Massey. general secretar of BY M. has been generous with his ume and
counsel. Sandra Schwartz has been volunteenng her ime from ten to three. three davs a
week. shanng office space and a computer. Inthe comng vear. Frank Massey plans to ask
for a line stem in the Balumore Y early Meeting for our budget of $50.000 and has offered
to help us 1n1n the task of fundraising that amount. She distributed the attached sheet of
expenses. A peace collection for July and August will be donated to our work. An
alternative tax fund donated 5130 on April 15th. New York Yearlv Meeting paid the
pnnung and postage for the March mailing of the minutes and the 30 page reporton the
December seminar and for copies of 2 packet for monthlyv meetings which were disuibuted
ata weekend led by Sheila Garrett and Rosa Packard at Powell House Conference Center
and attended by twenty five participants from New York and New England Yearly
Meetings.

Val Liveoak will go to Friends General Conference and has arranped a displayv
table and an interest groupthere. She has been named by Friends World
Committee on Consultation as liason with Friends Peace Team Project. She

has attended steening committee meetings of Christzan Peacemaker Teams on our behalf. -
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{but will not be able to attend the fall 1996 meeting She will attend the Alternatives
to Violence Project annual meeting following Friends General Conference.

Mary Lord gave an address on our behalf at South Central Yearly Meeting and  will
represent us at the Friends United Meeting this July.

Sarah Plies will finish her Frnends World Committee on Consultauon mntemstp in August
and then go to Earlham Colle ge to begtn a Masters in peace and justce studies. She
reported that FYWCC Secuon of the Americas will not be able to support another intern -
next vear. Our relationship with FAVCC 15 undefined as an affiliate group. The provide us
with an opportunity ta report to Friends of diverse views and in other parts of the world.

Elize Boulding has been helping us with international contacts. Frank Massey is going to
Kenva in October and hopes to further our opportunities there,

Mar Lord explained some of the complexities of directories and of data bases.

Quaker \'olunteer Service has released a pamphlet on opportunities for service and will host
a conference in April 1996

Philadelphia Y early Meeting's Quaker Information Center has published a directory. It
does not list peace team proups specifically. Thev have a word processing document. not a
searchable database.

Our Saturdav afternoon session was facilitated by Dorothy:. clerk of Friends House Board
so that Mar Lord could paricipate. After shanng ourindividual goals and concems we
clanified our sense of the work ahead and set our focus for the next step of our work which
15.

George Lakev spoke of "skilling up Quakers" so they are aware of positive options when
conflict arises. Pant of thatis helping the meeting to respond out of Quaker spiritual
expenence. Sometimes Friends Peace Teams Project Coordinaung Commnuttee can serve as
an outside catalvst or consultant to Quaker Monthly, Regional or Yearle Meeungs or
Churces. We seek to nurture the common pround that diverse groups of Quakers find in
living out the Peace Tesumony'. As an example. Philadelphia Friends expressed a need for
help in developing regular suppont from monthly' meeungs and in working n a community
with different cultural values. Friends Peace Teams Project Coordinating Committee will
also join with other orgamzations that offer Friendz global or intemauonal opportunities for
training.

On Sunday morning we gathered for an hour of worship at nine in the morning: , We met
for business from ten until four, wath a lunch break. Cecihia Y okum clerked the meeting
for a period of time when Man- Lord had to be absent on other business.

\We reaffirmed our next step, training for Quakers .with a quc-tatidn from John
Lampen who concluded our December retreat by saving:

"In his Essay on Munistry. John Woolman speaks of his progress as like
walking through a muddy place stepping on stepping stones. He has to get
onto each stone before he can see where the next stone lies. We have tned
to conceptualize a total training program. We cannot ¢reate our vision of
traiming all at once. Many aspects of training have been well done by
Friends and others. YWhat would our first stepping stone be? [ think 1t
would address the links between our spinitual basis and team building and
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team maintenance. [ have heard things being said today thatdon't fitiato
any tratming program that I know, except for ones that are specific to other
religious traditions. If Friends Peace Teams wants to be more than a
clearning house and to show our ideals in training. we might address this.”

Roles of named representatves. The named representatve (5) fromeach vearly
Meeting are expected to request an oversight comumittee for their work with us and with
their vearlv meeung and. if needed. a support comnuttee from their monthly or vearly
meeting according to good order as understood by their Yearh Meeting. Representatives -
will act as a eataly'st in their Yearl meeting for Friends Peace Team Projects current
prionues and will also report to the Friends Peace Team Project Coordinating Committee

" the wavs 1in which their Yearly Meeting has been interpreting and living out the mission
statement they endorsed Representatives of Yeariv Meeungs are expected to serve on a
commuttee. participate in scheduled conference calls and attend the annual meeung. Rosa
Packard and Cectha Yokum will work w ith representatives to nurture these expectations.

Mary Lords goals for the immediate future;

to work with Sara and Sandy to complete the directon:

to work with Balumore Yearly Meetng and our coordinaung council to raise our budget
10 go to the FUM triennial in part as a FPTP hason

to continue to meet with her oversight commuttee

to work with Baltimore Y earlv Meeung on the oversight of Friends Peace Team Project
to develop a formal relattonship with AFSC

to spend time with Washington Work Camps 10 Alabama in part as a FPTP resource

A query was proposed for use among monthly meetings:

What 15 vour Meeting domng 1o speak to the seeds of violence?
How 1s our commuttee provide a pattem of a peace team. after the manner of Friends.

Some concerns about language: We do not empower others. God does. We avoud labeling
some groups as hate groups. One concern emerging among a number of vearlv meetings
that we hope to encourage is a Friends response to violence ansing from hatred directed at
different groups living in the same region.

Some tazks to be addressed at future meeungs

ongoing updating of the brochure and the director: and the data base
placing a calendar of training on the intemet

role of organizational representauves

Ongoing concerns

inclusive peographical and veariv meeunp representation
responsibility and accountabiliy

eventally formn g our ownteam

extending intemauonal work

travel fonding for re presentauves

Sarah Plies agreed to send the recording cleck a copv of the wording of Friends World
Committee for Consultation’s policv on length of terms of service so that we could
consider its application to our work at our next meetung (conference call.)
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We formed several committees with those present volunteering to serve.
Convenors are first named. Members of the coordinating committee who were not able to
attend are urged to join a committee by calling the convenor. The convenors wilt arrance a
meeting tn person or by telephone at which a clerk will be chosen for the committee and
prepare a wntten outline of the work for the vear and how the committee would go 2about
domngit Mary Arnettagreedtoreceive these drafts bv September in time to be mailed

on September in Ume to be considered for our next conference call on September

Clerks of the commuttees will serve for one vear on an ad hoe enabling committee to consult
with the clerks of the coordinating committee and with the staff to cam' out our work.

Traming Secunding Referral
Man' Amett and Ted Herman, coconvenors '
ValLiveoak George Lakey. Sheila Garrett. Rosa Packard. Harn and Rebecea Roger=

Ad Hoc Commuttee on Oversight
Rosa Packard. Ceeilia Y okum

Fundraizing
Mary Lord and Sandra Schwantz and Frank Massey

Publicatons and QOutreach
Val Liveoak. Brenda Fisher . TedHerman Elise Boudling. Sara Plies unul August

Personnel support for staff - sort out coordinating committees role in the process around

the sclection. job description and accountability of the staff who are employees of
Ealumore Y earlv Meeung

Cecilia Yokum. Brenda Fisher

Friends approved a $50 sponsorship fee for the Chrisiian Peacemaker
Team/New all to Peacernaking conference in December 1996 in Washingtan

DC.

Mary Arnettand have been asked to be on a panel at the FOR conference in Brn Mawer
Man Lord w1l go on our behalf to the next Christian Peacemnaker Team conference
Quaker Volunteer Service conferenc-e in Apnl1997 in Burlington - Man and Rosa will go

~ National Conference on Peacemaking and Conflict Resolution, Pittsbﬁrgh
May 23.27

Washington Quaker Work Camp project. in Alabama Man Lord will attend partly as 2
FPTP resource person

Respectfully submitted.
Rosa Packard
Recording Clerk
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Yearly Meeling of the TP
Religious Society of Friends in Britain E:ﬁ

Friends House 173-177 Euston Road London  NwW1 2B) MCI/{E?‘S

Tel: 0171 387 3601 Fax: 0171 388 1977
Recording Clerk: Denald H D Southall R

April 1296
To: SOUTHERN APPALACHIAN YEARLY MEETING OF FRIENDS N

Dear Friends,

Friends in Britain Yearly Meeting send loving greetings to you all
as you gather at Warren Wilson College.

We hope that you will be blessed by the presence of the Holy
Splrit, and that the prompting of leowve and truth in your hearts
will inspire and strengthen your gathering.

Our own Yearly Meeting takes place soon after the time when this
letter is signed. Our main theme in 1996 is "Worship and the
preparation for worship".

Remembering that silence is one of the best preparations for the
reception of inspiration and guidance, and that the ground and
foundation of the gathered meeting is the Real Presence of God, we
trust that, teogether, we shall enter the depths of a living and
active silence, the stillness of God; and that we find one another
in the things that are eternal, upholding and strengthening one
another.

On the other hand, our Swarthmore Lecture this year is on our
Social Testimony, reminding us of William Penn’s words, that "True
godliness don’t turn men out of the werld but enables them to live
better in it and excites their endeavours to mend it.!"

May your own gathering bring you similar refreshment and :>

nourishment, and inspire you in your daily lives as you return to
your own homes.

Signed on behalf of the Yearly Meeting of Friends in Britain

Jawe ). Cladedl

JANE A CHATTELL
Clerk, Meeting for Sufferings

A religious clarity exaepled from rcgish&ﬁon under 81 No 2074 of 1963 (Friends Trusls Lid. Reg Na 237698




245 McDowell St.
Bristol, TN 37620
errol@kite.preferred.com

May 27, 1996
Lisa Raymertewis Lewis QCU.{!,‘»\Q(
Clerk, SAYMA -

417 Center 5t.
Berea, KY 40403

Dear Lisa,

Tri Cities Preparative Meeting, after attending the AFSC workshop at West Knoxville,
reading materials about AFSC, and subsequent prayerful consideration, does not wish
to take a position regarding SAYMA support of AFSC.

However, we find that our process of study and reflection led us to awareness of an
unmet need for Quaker service opportunities, which the meeting is temporarily fulfilling
by support of Washington Quaker Workcamp’s efforts to help rebuild three black
churches razed by f{ire fast December in Alabama.

Regarding future service opportunities, our May 26 Meeting for Worship for Business
recorded the following minute:

s We recommend that SAYMA organize and develop opportunities for Quaker
’3@(}_, service for youth and adults in a fashion which meets the needs of all monthfy

\O‘}

N meetings within SAYMA.,

In order to promote local and national efforts in this direction, we recommend

Qd’ k&.ﬁ‘* that SAYMA appoint a representative or representatives to attend the Quaker

3
Mﬁ

Service, Training and Witness National Conference, April 18-20, 1997, at

to pay expenses for a SAYMA representative or representatives to attend that

conference and any subsequent meetings on the purpose of founding a national
Quaker Service organization.

BV wa'( Burlington, NJ, Meeting House Conference Center, and that funds be allocated
U‘fﬁ &
A

(n )
We request that tm mendation be considered by the Yearly Meeting in June. K\}\\\“

_—

Errol Hess
Clerk, Tri Cities Preparative Meeting

cc:  Bill Boyd, Treasurer




5/1/96 Report from Jeremiah Gold-Hopton,
SAYMA’s YouthQuake Planning Commiitee representative
Page 10f{6

Agenda items for SAYMA yearly meeting or representative meeting sessions June
13-16, 1996 are underlined twice in my report and copied below:

1 propose that SAYMA establish a YouthQuake financial aid fund which could hold profits
from fundraising and any other donations from now until September 1, 1997, (page 3)

Because the YouthQuake Plagning Committee decided at this meeting to include committee
members’ expenses for accommodations and meals at Lake Junatuska Assemblv for December 26,

1997 - Januarv 2, 1998 in the confergnce budget I will not be spending the $350 which_the
January 1996 SAYMA representative meeting approved for my accommodations and meals at Lake
Junaluska Assembly for December 26, 1997 - Januarv 2, 1998. 1 propose that SAYMA re-altlocate

that 5320 10 _be nsed for F.n__aﬁuiai aid for SAYMA Yeune Friends and adult feaders who want to
atend the 1997 YouthQuake conference. {pages 3-4) .
Total expenses that I have incurred (as SAYMA’s YouthQuake representative)

since the last SAYMA representative meeting are underlined with a dashed line in
my report and copied below:
ake Plan

$570 (page 6)
Tasks that I will perform {as SAYMA’s YouthQuake representative) between now
and the mext SAYMA representative meeting are underlined once in my report and

copied below:

attendance at YouthQuake (page 2)
| am cetting inf on al fering resycled plasti sted swith the 1997

1996, I will mail my report separately by Seplember 27, 1996, (page 6)

._.'\..'



5/1/96 Report from Jeremiah Gold-Hopton,
SAYMA's YouthQuake Planning Committee representative
Page 2 0of 6

Dear SAYMA Friends,

I have just returned from a YouthQuake Planning Committee meeting as your representlative. All
sixteen members of the YouthQuake Planning Committee arrived at the Seattle airport in the late
alternoon on Thursday, Apni ’75th 1996. We carried out an intensive schedule until our
departures in the carly morning on Monday, Apnl 2%th, 1996.

The sixteen of us represented four wider Quaker organizations - Evangelical Friends International
(EF1), Friends Gereral Conference (FGC), Friends United Meeting (FUM), and Friends World
Committee for Consultation (FWCC) - and vwelve yearly meetings - Baltlimore (FGC & FUM),
Indiana (FUM), Mid-America (EFI), New England (FGC & FUM), New York (FGC & FUM).
North Carclina (FUM), Northwest (EFI), Philadelphia (FGC), South Central (FGC), SAYMA
(FGC), Western (FUM), and Wilmington (FUM). According to Jonathan Saipes, the FWCC
represenlative, YouthQuake spans a broader diversity of Friends than FWCC itselfl because FWCC
does not have as much participation from EFI vearlv meetings. However, we did note the lack of
representation from the Conservative yearly meetings. We made plans to reach out to encourage
Conservative Young Friends to attend YouthQuake. Since some Young Friends from Nerth
Carolina Yearly Meeting (Conservative) have been attending Southem_Appalachian Young Fiends
conferences, 1 will be contacting North Carolina Conservative Friends (in addition 1o SAYMA,
Piedmont. and Palmetto Friends) to encourage their attendance at YouthQuake

During our time together as a committee we spent nine hours on the road travelling between three
different conference centers in western Washington. We toured the facilities at each center to judge
their suitability for the YouthQuake 2000 conference. We agreed that the facilitics at Black Lake
(in Olympia) were not suitable. We did not reach unity on the suitability of Berachah (in Auburn)
and Warm Beach (in Stanwood). We decided to entrust Bruce Bishop, the Northwest
representative, to pre-screen conference centers in western Oregon. If any of the centers in
western Oregon appear to him to be more suitable than Berachah and Warm Beach, we will fly into
Portland, Oregon and tour them during our next committee meeting. If Bruce decides that all of the
western Oregon conflerence centers are less suitable, we will fly into Seattle again and re-visit
Berachah and Warm Beach during our next committee meeting.

Also during our time together we spent twenty hours in meetings for worship. Although most of
our worship time was with a concern for business, we also spent several hours in worship together
without conducting business. We shared our different forms of worship, both programmed and
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unprogrammed, challenging ourselves to form a spiritual community across the breadth of Friends.
This is what we will be cxpecting our Young Friends to do at YouthQuake. We can share our
experiential knowledge of this challenge and of its rewards with our Young Friends. We were
nurtured and held in the Light as we corporately experienced God’s presence and guidance. .
During our worship time with concern for business we considered the selection of a site for the
YouthQuake 2000 conference, and we planned the budget, guidelines, schedule, program,
registration procedures, and promotional materials for the 1997 Y outhQuake conference, which
will be at Lake Junaluska Assembly (near Asheviile, North Carolina) December 27, 1997 - January
I, 1998.

After working out our budget, we decided that the registration fee for the 1997 YouthQuake
conference will be $365 per person. This will include five nights in a hotel-style room {only two
people per room) with a private bathroom, security/counseling staff awake and available all night
every night, fouricen cafeteria-style meais, snacks and drinks during free time every evening,
transportation to and from the Asheville airport, an off-site field trip, activities, workshops, music,
speakers, and 2 New Year's Eve celebration. We decided to encourage yearly meetings and
monthly meetings to begin fund-raising now to offer financial aid to their Young Friends and adult
leaders who want to attend the 1997 YouthQuake conference.

The 1997 YouthQuake conference registration brochures will be available by December 1, 1556.
The registration (postmark) deadline will be September 1, 1997. Late registrations will be accepted
until October 15, 1997 (postmark), but an additional $25 late {ee will be charged for any which are
postmarked later than September 1, 1997.

The 1997 YouthQuake t-shirts will only be sold to Young Friends and adult leaders who order
them on their conference registration forms. However, the 1997 YouthQuake logo will be made
available soon for the yearly meeting representatives to use on other items to sell for fundraising

andpromotion. am geiling 1Infomnalon abo orderng re ed plastic muges ponted with the

Young Friends who_want to attend the 1997 YouthQuake conference. | propose that SAYMA

establish a Youthg Juake financial aid fund which could hold profits from I'ugdra.ising and anv other
donaticns from now_unti] September 1, 1997.

Because the YouthQuake Planning Committee decided at this meeting to include committee
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members’ expenscs for accommedations and meals at Lake Junaluska Assemblv [or December 26,
1997 - January 2, 1998 in the conference budget T will not be spending the $350 which ﬂE
January 1996 SAYMA -representative meeting approved for my accommodations and meals at Lake

Junaluska Assembly for December 26, 1997 - January 2, 1998. | propose that SAYMA re-allocate

i, T e S

that $350 to be used for finagciat aid for SAYMA Young Frlends and adult leaders who want o
attend the 1997 YouthuaLe conference,

The keynote speakers at the 1997 YouthQuake conflerence will be: Paul Bock and Carot Joy (C.J.)
Brenlinger from Northwest Yearly Mceting (EFI), Scott Wagoner from North Carolina Yearly
Meeting {FUM), and Deborah Saunders {rom Philadelphia Yearly Meeting (FGC). Paul and C.J.
will introduce the “Community Building™ theme con the first morning (12/28/97). Scott will
introduce the “Quaker Roots™ theme on the second morning (12/29/97). Deborah will introduce
the “Faith Into Practice” theme on the fourth morning (12/31/97). In addition to the keynote
speakers, Rich Swingle from Northwest Yearly Meeting will present “Clear Leading,” his one-
person play about John Woolmar, in the evening alter everyone returns from {ield trips on the off-
site day (12/30/97).

I served on the off-site subcommittee and the applicaticns subcommitiee, both of which “met” on
the phone and on e-mail and brought reports to this committee meeting. The off-site subcomrmittee
recommended four field trips for Young Friends to choose from for the “off-site day™ on December
30, 1997. Qur recommendations were approved by the commuttee. One group of Young Frniends
will tour the Biltmore Estate (except for the winery). Another group will go to Chimney Rock. A
third group will tour Asheville, spend time at the interactive museums at Pack Place, and ¢limb an
indoor artificial rock wall at ClimbMax. A fourth group will also tour Asheville and go to Pack
Place, but instead of ClimbMax, they will have an opportunity to go shopping. The cost of these
trips will be included in the conference registration fee. We expect to be able to give every Young

Friend his or her first choice trip by waiting until the registration deadline to finalize all of the
arrangements,

During the consideration of field trips, a2 concern was expressed by several Friends that we need to
provide an opportunity for Young Friends to learn about the Cherokee people when we are having
a conference so close to the Cherokee Reservation and the starting point of the Trail of Tears. A
field trip to the Cherokee Village was investigated and rejected because it will be closed down in

December. 1 will be investigating ways that we could introduce Young Friends 1o Cherokee
pwm@wmmmmuwnmmmm
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Assembly. I will also investigate the hisiory of Friends in relation to the Tmit of Tears. 1 ask any
SAYMA Frends who have information that might help me with this task to please contact me as
soon_as possible.

[ also served on the applications subcommittee. The committee did not uaite on our original
proposal, so we met again. Our second proposal was approved by the committee, as follows:

YouthQuake is a conference designed to explore Christ-centered Quaker spirituality.
It is open to all Quaker youth {ages 14-20) who dcesire to investigate their faith
experience. We won’t ali be the same “kind” of Quaker. It will be important for
each participant to be prepared to share their spiritual journey honestly and to listen
to each other openly.

As part of the registration process, please complete the following thrce steps.

Step L: Before registering, please review the purpose statement and the community
coveoant. In prayerful, eentcred meditation, consider whether or not you are ready
for this conlerence.

Step 2: Written responses to the foliowing questions must be attached to your
registration form (200-300 words total). Registrations will not be accepted without
this atlachment.

Why do you want to come to Y outhQuake?
What do you hope to learn about Chnist-centered Quaker spirituafity?
When and how was a time when you sensed God’s presence and guidance?

Step 3: Fill out the registration [orm and atlach it to your written responses.
Thanks for preparing in this way for YouthQuake.

Young Friends’ written responses will be read by their ycarly meeting representative, ¢.g. [ will
read the responses from SAYMA Young Friends. If any responses indicate that a Young Friend
might not be ready for YouthQuake, his or her yearly meeting representative will pursue a
clearness process with that Young Friend. The purpose of this process is to grard against any
Young Friends getting into the metaphorical deep end of the pool befare he or she has leamed how




5/1/96 Report from Jeremiah Gold-Hopton,
SAYMA’s YouthQuake Planning Committee representative
Page 6 of &

to swim.

$570 as follows: $150 for SAYMA’s “buy-in” (an assessment once every three years to cover

Y outhQuake overhead expenses), $397 for {lying from Atlanta to Seattle (higher than my actual
plane ticket because each representative who flew paid the average cost of all of our tickets), and
$23 for accomodations and meals at conference centers (much lower than usual prices because they

wanted us to choose them for our conference).
The next YouthQuake Planning Committee meeting will be September 19-23, 1996, Since the
mail-out deadline for the Qctober 19, 1996 SAYMA representative meeting is September 15, 1556,
L will mail my report separately by Septeraber 27, 1996,

in God’s Peace,

Jeremiah Goid-Hopton



TO: SAYMA Office and Clerk
FROM: Roger Herr/ Yearly Planning Committee
RE: 1996 Yearly Planning Commuittee Report

I first want to thank all of those involved with this year's planning of Yearly Meeting. The
help of Ron McDonald, and Drew Foster as Adult Program Coordinators, Willard Vaughn
as Workshop Coordinator, David and Joan Elliot for their leadership with Junior Yearly
Meeting, Jeremiah Gold-Hopton and Curt Thompson as Coordinators for SAYF, Chris
and Ollie Ahrens as site liaison, Barabara Esther for her organization of Worship Sharing,
Bettina Wolfe and Melissa Meyer for their hard work and unflagging effort as registrars,
Kathleen Mavournin and Lee Ann Swarm for their wonderful work in the Bookstore and
lastly all those that played integral roles as volunteers for various adult and junior programs.
Without this cooperative effort it wouldn't be possible to have such a memorable and
successful weekend.

Organizing SAYMA has gone well this past year, Small snafus such as difficulty in
reaching people and having a chance to speak at length about plans were overcome with
the help of answering machines and FAX's. It's hard to imagine getting much
accomplished without those devices these days. It was helpful to have a clerk of this
commiftee, one who has been through the process once before, so that others in the
committee would have a safety net if needed, aithough I will mention that the work with
the SAYMA Handbook was invaluable for keeping 2 schedule and giving one a good
overview of the planning committee's functions, It was also beneficial to be at the same
location for another year now that the rough spots from last year could be smoothed out.

Several concemns strike me as I prepare this repert. One, the Treasurer must stay in the
loop while planning the agenda for all yearly meeting programs. Their advice is invaluable
and necessary when making program decisions. The treasurer should make sure the
financial questions are being asked and keep the committee well aware of budgetary
restraints.

Two, schedule changes are difficuit for such a large group to absorb. Their is a need to
anticipate and bring the changes to the attention of the clerk and Meeting for Busimess as
soon as possible to avoid confusion. It is the committee's responsibility to keep the lines of
communication open with all inmvolved.

Three, in the future as we bring in outside speakers who are not familiar with the Society
of Friends it's important that they become attuned to the way we worship and do business.
It can be awkward without this foreknowledge. Likewise, we should be well aware of
their background and area if expertise so that we can make a wise decision with regards to
them being the right speaker for SAYMA. Personally I felt better about our program last
year because the folks we brought in for the key speakers were from Quaker organizations.



In summary, I think this year's planning went well even though some of it came together at
the very last minute. It was hard to prevent some changes and I would like a better way of
making everyone aware of program changes. The programs were well received and it was
definitely better the second time around at the same site. My hat's off to everyone
invotved they made it come together. I appreciate the experience of being on the planning
committee and look forward to offering any of that wisdom to others as they come along in
the future.



SOUTHERN APPALACHIAN YEARLY MEETING & ASSOCIATION
REPRESENTATIVE MEETING Number 84
Sixteenth Day, Sixth Month, 1996
Warren Wilson Coliege, Swannanoa, NC

Present (Signed In): Bob Lyon (Asheville), John Geary (Boone), Leslie Carter (Charleston, WVA),
Becky Ingle (Chattanooga), Kathy Burke (Atlanta), Bill Boyd (Boone), Janet Minshall (Atlanta), John
Carpenter (Atlanta), Charlotte Cline (Berea), Bruce Pearson (Columbia), Jim Flege (Birmingham),
Kathieen Mavournin (W . Knoxville), Errol Hess (Tri-Cities), Richard Houghton {Cookeville}, Kit Potter
(Nashville), Kay Parke (Black Mtn.), Jeremiah Gold-Hopton (Atlanta/YouthQuake), Pat Foursprings
(Brevard), Barbara Esther (Asheville), Bob Cox (Brevard/Tryon), Eilie Cox (Brevard/Tryon), Mary Kedl
(W. Knoxville), Free Polazzo (Atlanta), Penny Wright (Nashville) '

AGENDA
- Acceptance of Winter 1996 Representative Meeting (#83)
- Location and dates of Fall 1996 (#83) and Winter 1997 (#86) Representative Meetings
- Consideration of between meeting {inancial decisions
- Request for FGC scholarship
- Request for work camp participation support
- Request for Quaker Hill/Eariham conference scholarshlp
- FGC Planning Committee announcement
- FWCC Triennial request
- Quaker Service Conference (Tri Cities/Chattanooga)
- YouthQuake scholarship fund raising

After a centering silence Assistant Clerk Free Polazzo began introductions around the room. Friends

were asked to sign in, including any E-mail addresses and indicate if a SAYMA Yearly Calendar was
needed.

MINUTE 84/1 Minutes from Representative Meeting #83 were accepted with the addition of the
location being Asheville, NC.

Future Sites and Dates
Representative Meeting #85 will be October 19, 1996 in Nashville
Representative Meeting #86 will be January 25, 1997 in Atlanta with a snow date of
February 1, 1997
We are reminded that at Iast Representative Meeting, we approved a trial of having concurrent children’s
program during business. The first opportunity will be in Nashville. John Lewis will coordmate with
host meetings.

Decision maki betwee In i

The Finance Committee was asked to devise a process for this problem, but Dick Houghton remembered
that there is a policy in place. If the request is large enough to become a budget line item, the request
must comne before Yearly Meeting, otherwise the request is met through various "funds" already defined
by the SAYMA budget. Consequently, the Finance Committee is now asked to develop and recommend
a poticy for addressing financial requests that cannot wait until the next Yearly Meeting for resolution.




Request for FGC scholarship (Attachment A84/1)

Charlotte Cline of Berea has requested financial assistance to attend FGC in July.

MINUTE 84/2 Based on a report from the Finance Committee presented at a 1994/1995
Representative Meeting and preserved in the draft Handbook. This request meets criteria for
being an activity worthy of SAYMA support, we approved $150 from the Yearly Meeting
Scholarship Fund. :

Request for work camp support (Attachment A84/2)
Birmingham Meeting on behalf of Daryl Bergquist, asks SAYMA to match their $150 contribution to

the Washington Quaker Work Camps to cover the costs of transpertation for volunteers to come to
Birmingham and provide assistance for attending the work camp.

MINUTE 84/3 In lieu of a policy dealing with such a request it was approved that the
Birmingham request be fuifilled by sending $150 from Misc to the Washington Quaker Work
Camps.

Request for Quaker Hill/Earlham conference scholarship (Attachment A84/3-2 pages)

As per the attached letter, Errol Hess asked for retroactive reimbursement for attending Friends and
Their Media, a sharing of Quaker editors. He gained many ideas for improving our newsletter. This
request was not included on Yearly Meeting agenda even though dated May 21, 1996 so was not
considered at Yearly Meeting. Only requests approved by Representatives Meeting may be submitted
to Yearly Meeting.

MINUTE 84/4 Approved expenditure of $180 from the newsletter line item for reimbursement
of Errol’s expenses of attending the conference.

FGC Planning Committee

Kathleen Mavournin announced that 1997 FGC Gathering will be in Harrisonburg, VA. The planning
committee wilk meet in October 1996 in the Charlottsville, VA area. Please contact her at 423-691-9506
or mav@ornl.gov 1f interested in participating in planning for evening program, Junior Yearly Meeting,
workshops or the High School program. Tentatively, Gathering in 1998 will be in Wisconsin and in
1999 in Tennessee or Kentucky.

FWCC Triennial re .

Barbara Esther brought to our attention that SAYMA has 2 approved representative positions to Triennial
in England in 1997, but we currently have 3 representatives to FWCC. Two reps are definitely interested
in attending Triennial and are seeking to keeping the door open for the third to attend if so desired. If
SAYMA approves, we can appeal to FWCC for a third to attend.

MINUTE 84/5 Approved the recommendation that the Clerk to write FWCC to inquire if it is
possible for third representative to attend the Triennial in England in 1997.

Recommendation_from Tr Cities/Chattanooga about Quaker Service Conference (Attachment A84/5)
MINUTE 84/6 We support the recommendation of Tri Cities and Chattancoga Monthly Meetings
that there be SAYMA representation at the Quaker Service, Training and Witness National
Conference, April 18-20, 1997 at Burlington NJ Meeting House Conference Center with a report
made to 1997 Yearly Meeting. In the meantime, we ask Monrthly Meeting representatives to seek
out those interested in attending as well as sources of funding.




YouthQuake scholarship fund raising

Jeremiah Gold-Hopton explained SAYF efforts, under the supervision of the SAYF Oversight
Committee, to raise funds for scholarships to attend New Years 1998 Youth Quake. At this point selling
Rainforest Crunch is the major undertaking.

We were reminded that we have established the policy that we try to have a visitor from a wider Quaker

organization i.e. FWCC, FGC, FCNL on a rotating basis at Yearly Meeting. Also that we alternate years
for having someone from such an organization as a featured speaker.

We closed with silence and wishes for safe journeys.

T Pl Dol A

Free Polazzo Penelope Wright
Asst. Clerk Recording Clerk



Sandra C. Mershon
222 Avery St. .
Decatur, GA 30030-3803
Phone: (404) 377-9585

September 16, 1996

To: SAYMA Representatives and Meeting Clerks

From: Sandy Mershon, Administrative Assistant

"~ Re: My health

Thanks for holding me in the Light during Yearly Gathering. I was not able to attend
because my immune system had been compromised after chemotherapy, and I was to "stay
away from people.” Three hundred people were just too many to be around. It was hard

to stay home; but I was Ok then, and am OK now.

! am still on chemotherapy and trying my best to get rid of this cancer (breast cancer.gone
to the bones). Please keep holding John and I'in the Light.

Have been working trying to get this mailing prepared for you, while trying to complete the
Directory and the Handbook compilation. Hope to see you all at the Representative
Meeting in Nashville. Peace and love to all!




Asheville Monthly Meeting
State of the Society Report, 1595-96

Our Mecting community has been affected more by events in the lives of its members this year than
by changes in the Meeting as a whole.

An incident of pedophilia in the Meeting forced us to confront the problem of child abuse and the -
long-term damage suffered by everyone involved.

We have also been saddened by the loss of several valued members of the meeting by death; yet we
are grateful for many happy memories and for the contributions these Friends have made to us. As
some of the Meeting's activity passes into the hands of a younger generation, it is rmssunng to
know that the work of the Meeting continues.

Happier events include the marriage of Dee Edelman and Sam Dempsey, and a "Forever Family”
celebration in honor of the adoption of Angie into the Luknight family. We have also received six
new members—three who are new to the Society of Friends and three who have transferred from

other Meetings.

The Meeting's search for solutions to our space problem continues, but perhaps not quite as
urgently as in the past. New attenders continue to appear, but we are aware that Asheville as an
area undergoes considerable change—people moving in and people moving out. The Worship
Group which has been meeting in Black Mountam for over a year began as a mid-week
opportunity for our members and this continues. A Preparative Meeting for the Swannanoa
‘Valley, under the care of Asheville Friends Meeting, has grown from it. A Worship Group in
Hendersonville continues under our care, and contacts are also maintained with the long-time
Tryon Worship Group, which operates more independently. An Older Women's Group, meeting
monthly for lunch in the homes of members, has given invaluable service in helping to serve the
needs of families in crisis,

Our Mesting Retreat, held for the third time, continues to be a source of great spiritual stimulation
and community strengthening as well as enjoyment. In addition, several older members have
shared their personal histories in our First Day Forums. A recent community-building
development is a "Meeting for Hiking" occurring monthly afier Meeting for Worship. The monthly
Open Circle (a meeting for music-making), begun some years ago, continues to reach out to the
wider Asheville community.

The growing maturity of thos¢ whom we have known as children in the First Day School is a great
satisfaction. The youth group has mounted its own retreat, collaborating with contemporaries from
other Meetings of SAYMA and the Peidmont and Palmetto Fellowships. The young people's
experiences outside our Yearly Meeting have included meeting with a youth group from Berry
Temple United Methodist church, a predominantly African-American congregation. The have also
participated in a work-camp at Penn Center in St. Helena, SC.

Our Peace and Social Action Committee is being re-established, as we feel thar our relationship to
the larger community needs more attention than we have lately been able to give as a Meeting.
Individual members continue to be active in larger Friends organizations, and the Meeting as a
whole is enriched when they share their experiences.




ATLANTA MONTHLY MEETING OF THE RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
STATE OF THE MEETING REPORT FOR 19985

Are you a contemplative: aware of where you are af the moment, aware of the
circumstances that beset you, responsibilities that burden you, relationships that
frustrate and encourage you, and aware of where you stand? — John Yungblut

While this query addresses us as individuals, it equally addresses our Meeting. We
ponder the answers to this query as we consider the state of the Atlanta Friends Meeting
in 1995.

At the close of 1995 we have 138 adult members, 24 associate members, and other
attenders, in all giving us more than 250 regular participants. The spiriiual life of the
Meeting is centered in our weekly meetings for worship. There, and in our monthly
meetings for worship with attention to business, we seek to discern our corporate
testimonies and witness. We seek to live as a community of faith: a difficult task, as we
live scattered across a large metropolitan area, some of us recently arrived to the area,
some of us knowing that our sojourn in Atlanta is quite temporary. Given our size and
dispersion, the work of the Meeting and the development of our community is enhanced
as we gather frequently in smaller groups: in Meeting retreats, spiritual friendships,

Friendly Eights, Friendly Dinners, support groups, midweek meeting, and, of course, in
our varnous committees.

The Meeting enrolls 90 children in First Day Scheol, with Religious Education Committee
and 20-25 teachers attending to their spiritual growth. There are often about 6C children
and young Friends attending each First Day. Young Friends in their teen years are

active in the Meeting and come together reguiarly for recreation activities, retreats, and
work camps.

in 1995 we continued to consider the meaning of true community. Seeking to be more
understanding of the differences among us, the Meeting held a workshop on diversity,
sponsored by the National Coalition Building Institute. We held a threshing meeting on
the quality of compassionate support that we give each other. Mindful that we sometimes
fall short in the care we give our own members, we noted that our community is only as
strong as our willingness to care: to listen to Friends in trying circumstances, to
understand, and to assume responsibility to provide support. We noted, too, that the

responsibility for caring fails on all our members, not only those who serve on Care and
Counsel Commitiee.

Aware that our meetinghouse helps enable our community activities, during 195 our
Building, Oversight, and Finance committees worked together to anticipate expenses of
maintaining and improving this building now that it is a few years old. We identified
$40,000 in improvements needed in the next three years. Friends took the prudent
steps of planning for these expenses to keep our building as a place that meets our



needs and continues to serve as a resource in our community. Severai needed projects,

such as replacing carpet in the meetingroom and enhancing the accoustics so that
messages could be heard, were completed during the year.

We are very aware of cur place in the larger community of this city, this nation, and the
world. We work to bring Friends testimonies to the larger community, 2 community often
beset with injustice and viclence. Our Focd and Shelter Committee recruited volunteers
for a men's shelter. In November, three members of our Sanctuary Committee visited
our sister community of El Sitio, El Salvador, returning with several proposals for the
Meeting's consideraticn. The Meeting sponsored a Listening Project, to bring
understanding {o the attitudes of the religious community of Atlanta towards gay men and
lesbians. We explored 2 possible intentional community through the Friends Village

- Committee. We supperted a variety of other social ministries both with Meeting funds
and volunteers, including Startup Education, the Atlanta Interfaith AIDS Network, the
Amencan Friends Service Committee, the Penn Center, the Friends School of Atlanta,
Friends World Committee on Ceonsultation, and Friends Commlttee for National
Legisiation.

We make note of passages of Friends entering and departing from our Meeting. In 1895
we weicomed these Friends as new members: Ellen Cconey, Kathy Marth, and Ann
Ritter; and as transfeming members: Jeff Emmons, Linda Garrettéon, and Lisa Hudgins.
We accepted the resignation of Betty O’Berry, now residing in Florida. We greeted the
births of Noah Chen, Kelly Elizabeth Dodd, Robert Reed Douglas, and Kell Joy. Dunng
the year we took five marriages under our care: Mary Ann Downey and Bill Holland, Jeif
Emmons and Andrea Sweatt, Benita McShan and Lolethia Chapman, Jennifer Snow-
Wolff and Michael Cox, and Steve Woedall and Loretta Lucy Miller. In a memcrial
meeting in Tenth Month, we honored the memory of John Yungbiut, a former member of
this Meeting and directer of its Quaker House in the 1960's, who died this year in
Virginia. And we moumed the passing of a regular attender of our Meeting, Lilian
Tikotin, who died in Australia.

Many Friends attended our 1995 Spring Gathered Meeting Retreat, addressing “The
Creative Spirit and the Search for Wisdem.” Mel and Beth Kaiser facilitated this
gathering, where we contemplated our images of the Divine, and where we considered
the works of 17th-century Friends and 20th-century feminist poets describing their
spintuality. As the 20th century nears its close, like our forebears, we continue seeking
the Spirit —a Spirit of love and creativity—and we continue sesking to bring this Spirt to
the larger community.




Berea Friends Meeting
Berea, KY 40403
Annual Reaort of State of the Meeting, Fourth Month, 1996

This has been a year of many changes for Berea Friends Meeting. Most importantly, it was profoundly affected by
the death of two of its members. Frank Gailey, a charier member of the Meeting twenty-six years ago, died aftera
lingering illness, while Susy Riffe, hardly as old as the Meeting itself, died suddenly at work. In its reaction to
these two deaths, the Meeting exhibited its strengths and also, possibly, some weaknesses. In Frank’s case the
Meeting itself did not play a major role because his family took responsibility for most of (he arrangements. His
memorial service took place in Berea’s Union Church, with which he was also affiliated. Dorothy Tredennick, ]
another charier member of Meeting, made sure there was a Quaker “presence” by leading the unprogrammed part of
the service, and many Meeting members shared their memories of Frank. In Susy's case, the Meeting had a much
greater role. Nancy Lee-Riffe wanted her daughter to be remembered during an unprogrammed meeting for worship.
The Meeting helped her arrange the details of the memorial service and the potluck dinner which followed. Tt had a
real opportunity to demonstrate through word and deed how much it cared about both Susy and Nancy. Some of its
actions (the organization of an impromptu coordinating committee and a special meeting for children before the

. memorial service) were particularly effective; other actions {such as the occasional breakdown of the phone tree)
show that the Meeting still needs to work on ils reponses to emergency.

One member of the Meeting has mentioned how the death of members forces the rest of us to think about our own
lives and our responses to the suffering of others. Frank and Susy made vs all aware of how much we still have to
learn and do and be. We will remember both of them for their very different gifts to the Meeting -- for funny things
like Frank’s carrot salad, to charming things, like Susy's heartfelt hugs. We will be grateful for what they taught us
about the use of one’s gifts.

Berea Friends Meeting also lost Galady Chilton and Eric Stalions through graduation and transfer and will shortly
say farewell to Jack and Connie McLanahan, when they move to Virginia, and Heather Parks. who will graduate.
The sadness of their leaving is iempered by the addition of Keila and Evan Thomas to our membership rolls. We are
also gladdened by the sight of a number of new atienders.

Another change for the Meeting has been the loss of pur long-time meeting room at Berea College. We are still on
the college campus and are now meeting temporarily in the Fireside Room in Draper Hall. Soon we will be sharing
rooms in the new addition at AMERC. We have contributed so far about 375 hours of sweat equity toward our rent
in the new facility and are assured that we will be able to move in shortly, Our work at AMERC has been led by
Bob Mills, one of our very few birthright Quakers and a person whose hammer hag helped others on three
continents.

Final changes this year include new formats and new conversations. One new format was the use of one-on-one
interviews during our annual membership review. We discovered during those interviews that we do very well in
providing a sense of support and community, but that we must do more to help people in their spiritual growth.
That was a goal suggesied in Ministry and Counsel Last year, and it will probably be a goal for next year as well.
A new conversation involved the use of small groups Lo investigate issues affecting gays and lesbians. We did not
solve anything, but we certainly gained awareness, and we may be beuer able 1o cope if such issues need to be
directly confronded by the Meeting.

In spite of the changes which have occurred over the last twelve months,or maybe because of them, the Meeting has
grown in its capacity to respond to the needs of others and its members have a deeper sense of what is important in
their lives. We are proud of our resiliency and capacity for growth, We are grateful for the support of people from
other meetings (like the members of Lexington Meeting who always seem (0 be around when we need them), We
appreciate the leadership opportunities some of our members have been given in organizations like SAYMA and
AFSC. From this knowledge of how we have been led in the past, we have trust that the Light will illuminate our
way in the futare,




State of the Boone Meeting, 1995

The Boone Meeting has continued this last year with smaller numbers. We
miss Nora and Conrad Muller and their children who have moved to Alaska.
Some other Friends who did regularly attend rarely come now, and we feel theirr |
absence. ’

Dispite this, we have had an active and fun year. We began and ended this
year by supporting the same farmly at Christmas time. Our relationship with them
continued throughout the year as we provided additional assistance. This year we .
plan to celebrate the eldest son's graduation from high school at the top of his
class with a party. A member of our meeting also served as an intermediary in the
aid of another family.

The Meeting famly has enjoyed socializing together. In addition to our
monthly pot-lucks, we met at Minam Toppel's summer cabin for Meeting for
Worship and pot-luck, picnicked at Junaleska Park, and skated at Skate World.
We enjoyed Sharon Kellum's beautiful singing presentation to us of "Music as
Life", and delighted in singing with Peter Blood and Annie Peterson in an event
co-sponsored with the Unitarians.

We also spent an evening with Sara Beth Terrel, learning about and practicing
contemplative prayer.

Judy and John Geary graciously opened their home to us every other
Wednesday for adult education, as we shared our spiritual jouneys and
backgrounds.

Our first day school continues with only two children typically in attendance.



STATE OF THE MEETING REPORT
BREVARD FRIENDS MEETING
Brevard, North Carolina
June 1996

While Brevard Meeting is small in size, with 21 members, our Meeting for Worship
usually numbers 30-35 including both members and attenders.

First Day School is made up of three boys from the same family, the oldest éerving as
teacher. Adults meet on the third and fourth Sundays, discussing previously selected topics.

We recognized attender Frances King, member of Bethesda {Maryland) Monthly
Meeting, who was among the first to exercise her right to vote after passage of the 19th
Amendment to the Constitution in August 1920. Frances also appeared in a report in the
Hendersonville, N.C., Times-News.

Meeting extended special appreciation to Sandy Jones for all the time and energy she
has given to details questioning the Stanley Sanders trial and conviction. An account of her
efforts, and of other concerned members, was printed in the February 1996 Southern
Appalachian Friend,

Once again, Meeting took part in the Sharing House "Adopt a Family" annual
Christmas giving project. We contributed money for food, purchased clothing and gifts for
a family of two adults and two children. The Meeting also twice a year contributes funds to
the Sharing House food pantry.

A Minute was prepared and sent to SAYMA “endorsing SAYMA's continued
representation on the AFSC Corporation and SAYMA's continued support of AFSC." No
consensus was reached on changing AFSC Board of Directors membership requirements.

Recording Clerk Betty Neale suggested, coordinated, and prepared a "Biographical
Directory of the Brevard Friends Meeting." Members and attenders wrote biographies of
themselves which Betty then typed and inserted in the directory. Snapshots of contributors
to the directory have been mounted on a large poster for display.

A Minute was approved by Brevard Monthly Meeting which follows: "Brevard
Monthly Meeting values A Guide to Our Faith and Our Practice in its present form. No
compelling reason to make substantial changes to the document is recognized by the Meeting
at this time."

Meeting was saddened by the death of member Mary Williams in August '95. Mary
had previously served as Meeting treasurer and was one of the Meeting members active in
forming the Transylvania Dispute Settlement Center.

Even though Brevard is basically a retirement cominunity, we hope that more young
people in the area will be led to our Meeting so that it will survive to continue practicing
Quaker principles of love and peace.

Robert H. Duffield, Clerk
Brevard Meeting




) State of the Meeting 1995-96
Celo Monthly Meeting of Friends

Celo Mesting is looking toward the future in building a new caretaker house, in
young couples with small children, and in requests for clearness for membership. Our
hope is that the new building and our spiritual growth will enrich all of us young and
old, new Friends and seasoned ones. -

The Long Range Planning Committee of Celo Friends Meeting got new energy
when Charlotte Schreiber offered to make a substantial contribution to replace the
well-worn Margithaus. Margithaus had served us for many years as housing for a
caretaker, gathering place for committees, business meeting, and our youngest First
Day School.

Margithaus was named for a cherished caretaker, Margit Hirshenhauser.
The new Margithaus will honar the memory of Edward Schreiber, late husband of
Friend Charlotte Schreiber. '

After many meetings, another member survey, and a variety of floor ptan
proposals, we decided on a design that made it possible to have a new Meeting
House attached in the future. Joyce Johnson chaired fund raising and Gib Barrus
chaired the building committee.

To our amazement we broke ground the first week in April. We are grateful for
the on going contributions from F(fjriends far and wide. The shell of the building is
completed and interior work is scheduled to continue this summer. :

Along with making the bathrooms handicapped accessible was the request for
a diaper changing table in the unisex bathroom. This heightened our awareness of the
10 young couples with children. We hope the multi-use design of the new building will
help us meet the needs of alt our Friends now and in the future.

Our baby blessing on an October First Day Meeting for Worship welcomed 15
babies and young children of Friends and neighbors. Several young people have
asked for clearness for membership. We celebrated the life of Christine Morgan in a
Memeorial Service Saturday, May 4.

A group met regularly throughout the year to share spiritual journeys at Lisa
DeHart's home. Before worship many First Day mornings some of us met to discuss
the chapters we had read in Friends for 300 Years.

Our Meeting gave support to 2 Friends who worked on Central American
projects. Jane Goldthwait with the support of Crossville and University Friends
Meetings, helped deliver a donated car to a socially active Baptist Church in Ei
Salvador. Dawn Weir participated in the Trees for Life project in Guatemala. We will
also be hoiding Judy Schecket in the Light as she goes to China to teach English at a
University for the Mennonites.

We have a sense that our community of Celo Friends is flourshing with each
new person who comes through the Meeting door. With a new building our hope is
that we can become a better worship and service community.




Charleston West Virginia Friends Meeting
1996 State of the Meeting Report

This has been another year of interesting changes in our
Meeting. We decided to develop a Peace and Social Justice
Comnittee to formalize a role of community action from the
Meeting. The goals of this committee are to educate our :
legislators on local issues and to give Friends a stronger
local voice in community action. This committee is
currently developing a conference entitled "A Vision of
Econoric Justice: Solutions for West Virginia Communities®
to be held in August.

Many individual members of the Meeting continue to be active
in AFSC work to promote non-violent conflict resolution
particularly in area high schools and other community
development projects. We also have several families that
are very active in Boy Scouts.

We are very proud that Collette Miniger just completed her
freshman year at Guilford College. We wish her the best in
her studies for the coning year.

The Meeting continues our practice of keeping in touch with
other West Virginia Friends in many ways. Individual
members periodically visit the other meetings in Morgantown
and Parkersburg. We share duties with these nmeetings for
the annual "All West Virginia Friends Gathering" each fall.
We were visited this year by a group of people possibly
interested in developing a preparatory meeting in Beckley,
West Virginia. We also continue to be in touch with rural
Friends by periodically having Meeting for Worship at the
home of rural Friends followed by a potluck. These are
often memorable meetings.

Despite our community activism the Meeting continues to be
troubled by our invisibility in the community. We believe
that this is due to our small numbers, lack of a permanent
home and lack of a listed phone number. We expect the phone
number problem to be remedied soon. We are currently
reconsidering our meeting location. We have been offered an
old house in a nearby town for a meeting house. It is small
and needs a lot of work. We are also considering leasing
alternative locations within the city of Charleston. all
solutions seem to have advantages and disadvantages.

———— e —

Cle e




Chattanooga Monthly Meeting
State of the Meeting Report, 1996

This year has been one of progress for our meeting, progress in coming to
grips with who we are if not completely in regard to our role in the larger
community.

The most obvious achievement has been our First Day School, which,

- under the able leadership of a Friend who went to Pend!le Hill for a workshop
last spring, has strengthened. We have had a well-thought out and consistent
program, it has been available every Sunday when children were present, and
it seems to have put down roots that will allow it to survive its transition to
new leadership. As a meeting, we are grateful for the influence it has had and,
as our children grow toward maturity, will have in the future. In this
connection, also, we had the second of our community fun days during the
summer, an event that brought two teen-agers into the meeting, our first in
years. Two members gave us a piano, which could only help our monthly
singing.

We have had a number of new attenders, three of whom have become
members, and there continues a small worship group in nearby Cleveland
under our care. One member has returned after a too long an absence. We
experimented with Friendly Eights groups but have since laid them aside, using
them as long as they seemed necessary. We struggle to regularize our
newsletter. The women’s group still finds its meetings to be useful. We also
hosted the young Friends of the yearly meeting at the New Year. A monthly
meeting for healing is engaging seekers of God’s care. The meetinghouse
resident, for the first time in some years an active Friend. has added to the
meeting’s sense of security, even as we pondered two small but traumatic
break-ins within two days.

Of course, we struggle with marters, too, that come to our attention in a
more Quakerly way, including our post-closing “rituals.” A visitor forced us to
consider the connection between discipline and order, something not
anticipated but valuable; we are still looking for the way forward in this
regard. The only marriage under our care this year raised fundamental
questions about how we continue to care for couples who may need our help,
as well as right ordering of these occasions. We recognize that we grow by
learning and learn by growing, but we have to admit that the process is not
always easy. Walking in the Light will, we know, get us there and help us find
our way in the dark night around us.

, —Approved, 10 May 1996

*d k k ok ok ok ok ko kkk kk ok ok ok kkkokok &
On the same occasion, Chattanooga Meeting also approved the following
mintue: . Our concern for AFSC and its relationship with Friends has led us to
consider deeply where God’s Spirit is leading SAYMA as it discusses this matter.
We ask ourselves and others to seek God’s Truth as the discussion goes on. We
want to affirm our support for SAYMA sending a representative to the National
Quaker Service, Training, and Witness Conference in April 1997, as we also
affirm our support for the traditional mission of AFSC.



SAYMA REPORT - 1996
CLEVELAND WORSHIF GROUP
under the nurture and guidance of
CHATTANOOGA MONTHLY MEETING

Beginning with three friendas (later Friends} in Mareh, 1985, we have met
once a month for worship, being forced to cancel only once due to family
illness.

The early meetings were carefully planned, second-hour programs
orchestrated, and telephone contacts made to get people involved. These
meetings were very stuccessaful in turnout and enjoyment: programs included Tai
Chi Chunan, led by middle-schoolers; a Lee College theclogy student from
Naircbi, Eenya; a Baha'i presentation; a awim party. We have always been
suppexted by attendance of at least one, and usually aeveral, members of
Chattancoga Meeting. As newcomers to Quaker thought, this aupport and leading
has been invaluable to ua.

We are rethinking the structure and functien of our worship group. First,
while it is a good thing for a person to open his home te the meeting, it is
questionable that he or she should be central or even excessively pivetal to
the success of the meeting. The role of the individual, important as it is,
muat never overshadow the real reason one attends meeting., The question
addressed is that of leading too little/influencing teoe much, or vice versa,

Secondly, we have over the course of the last 15 monfhs, and as a direct
result of our witness in the community, focused two new "formal®™ members to
Chattancoga Meeting, and also cne adult with twe children as "infeormal® but
very active members to that same meeting. He have found friends of Friends
here in Cleveland among every denomination and introduced many neighbora and
acquaintances to (Quaker worship and thought. In this regard, we served as
ambassadors in general and as a misaion outpost in particular. Many of these
things were accomplished by our second-hour programa, but the lasting
contributions of people becoming involved with CQuaker thought and worship have
been accomplished in the simple meeting for worship itself. We now evaluate
worship meeting as the true calling ard seek to know if second hour should
continue, lessen, or evaporate altogether. The processz continues aa we aseak
balance, but as always our commitment remains the same, whether we Bserve one
or one hundred, to be there for the community. {(Maritain would say we have
committed to Availability).

Which leads to our final concern ~ Should we continue as we are or offer
an actual worship alternative to those who may seek one? We discuss continuing
our Saturday evening meetings, allowing one First Day to visit Chattancoga
Meeting and opening a weekly First-Day worship, at the same time placing an ad
in the Yellow Pages and avalling ourselves of the local newspaper to present
the opportunity. This is a major commitment of time and resource. We therefore
seek more than ever to be held in the Light by all SAYMA meetings and worship
groups, all nurture committeea and all devoted Friends, that we may resclve
these matters in the way that is most enlightened and meaningful.

Carol/Buddy/Stan Spraker, Millie Sue Hawk, Nancy/Megan Neves
Cleveland, Tennessee Worship Group



Columbia Friends Meeting
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)

State of the Meeting Report — 1996

In preparing the state of the meeting report for 1996, Columbia Fricnds gathered afier
meeting for worship to consider the following three questions.

(1) What do we see as our mission and our vision for the meeting? Our primary focus is on
the lifc of the spirit, and we sense growth in this area both as individuals and as a meeting. The
meeting allows people to come together to be who they are in this quest, and we are able 1o accept
diversity in the search. The nieeting provides a supportive communily~—for example, through
clearness committees as needed. We share a desire for a meetinghouse of our own although we are
pleased with the present arrangement with Harmony School. We hope for continued growth in
members although we attach greater importance to maintaining a sense of community than 1o
numbers as such.

(2} How are we {ulfilling our vision? We sce the meeting as a safe place; thercf{ore, we
belicve we are fulfilling our mission. We sense that the best ministry is by example and by
lifestyle. We are concerned, as individuals and as a meeting, 1o support service projects; and we
do not shrink from taking a public stand for what we believe to be right on issues of social justice.
When occasion arises, we have submitted op-cd pieces to the local newspaper proclaiming our
testimonies.

(3) How do we evaluaie our progress? We sec our choices as involving tradeoflfs, On one
hand we would like the visibility and permanence of a meetinghouse, but at the same time we are
aware of the distractions and material preoccupations that accompany property ownership. Our
desire is to feed spiritual hunger, and we are still learning how best to do this. We are concerned
about former attenders who have drifted away from the meeting. We sense that we are not whally
successful in incorporating children (and families with children) into the meeting. We need (o
make a greater effort in this direction. We also sense that some atienders are uncomfortable with
certain testimonies that we take to be pan of our faith—for example, opposition to the death penalty
or support for gay or lesbian couples. We wish to remain accepting of those whe are at various
stages in their own spiritual journey without compromising the principles we embrace as a
meeting. '




Annual report to SAYMA of the Crossville Friends Meeting - 1995-96

Since the laving down of the Community Friends School the
Meeting has been fortunate to find alternative week-day uses for
‘the facilities -~ the school/meeting house building and 5 acres of
land. The Rural Cumberland Resources has two of its programs in the
Meeting House = thus helping to pay off the mortgage and meeting
some of the on-going common services.

Late last summer a Mazda sedan was driven to the Iglesia
Bautissta (Baptist Church) in El Salvador as a donation to an
orphanage. The principal driver was Jane Goldthwait of the Celo
Meeting. Jane, with two other Quakers from Seattle, Washington,
successfully delivered the automobile and a cargo of baseball
equipment. The Iglesia Bautista has a long history of working for
human rights in E]l Salvador, and for working with the poor.

This summer another vehicle, & 1983 Honda sedan, is being
donated to the Center for Development in Central America. It will
be driven down in late June, and will hopefully be put into service
in a very poor area south of Managua, Nicaragua.

Meeting support continues for the FCNL, the AFSC and other
Quaker groups. It supports and members teke a leadership role in
the Cumberland Countians for Peace and Justice. Subscriptions of
the Friends Journal continue to be sent to some distant members.

Puring the past year Meeting members have been studying the
life of William Penn, uwtilizing the "William Penn -~ A Curriculum
for Adults and High School Students” by Janet Norton, published by
the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting Religious Education Committee. This
was supplemented by & number of books of Penn’s life.

Instellation was completed of a gas-fired heating and cooling
system to supplement that provided by the solar heated building
design. ' )

As in many previous years the Meeting held its annual Easter
Weekend Retreat at the Cumberland State Park.

PR



State of the Meeting Report
Memphis Friends Meeting
June 1996

During 1995-96 the Memphis Friends Meeting was led by two successive clerks, Larry Jordan and Kristi Estes. The
Meeting has now spent a full year in ils new meeting house, the downstairs of a restored two story house in the Cogper-
Young Historic District. Meeting for Worship takes place in a peaceful, light-filled room furnished with benches and
donated chairs. The Meeting’s charter hangs on one wall. A print of Edward Hick’s Peaceable Kingdom hangs over the
fireplace. Often on First Day, Friend Mina Johnson brings flowers from her garden. A wrought iron sign outside forged
by Fniend Wib Smith announces the meeting time and phone number.

One project this past Fall was participation in the Cooper-Young Festival. This street fair sponsored by the
neighborhood association draws thousands from all over the city. Members gave tours of the meeting house. Some of
the festival visitors watched a video about Quakers, while others looked through a series of mounted posters on the
Holocaust,

The visibility of the new meeting house may be one reason for the attention paid to the Meeting by the press during the
year. We were listed in the city’s gay and lesbian newspaper and featured in a half page article in the religion section of
the city’s major daily. In addition, the Meeting advertised it’s Fall “Testimony [or Peace” seminar in several newspapers
and in a mailing to peace activists in the community.

The peace sernar was a major project of the Meeting in 95-96. We wanted to deepen the Meeting’s understanding of
the Quaker peace testimony and to strengthen the Meeting’s ties with the local peacemaking community. In each of the
six sessions there were 15-22 participants, about half of whom were visitors. Speakers included Arun and Sunanda
Gandhi, Dr. Gerard Vanderhaar, Hubert Van Tol, and Penelope Youngblut.

Throughout the year, the Meeting held discussions on AFSC and FCNL. Berttina Wolf! from Asheville joined us at our
annual Spring Retreat in Shelby Forest to help us explore our political leadings as individuals and as a meeling, We've
also had severai discussions about establishing an AFSC project in Memphis. We continue to seek information about
AFSC or community projects sponsored by other moderately sized Meetings.

The meeting views ils very active youth group as one of it’s primary oulreach projects. Ron McDonald has led the
group since 1t’s creation n 1991, Marjean Liggett and Doris Phelps have been co-leaders this past year. In April the
Semor High students made a trip to Washinglon, D.C. where they toured the Holocaust Museumn and read Martin Luther
King’s “I Have a Dream” speech on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial.

In 1995-96 we welcomed several new attenders -- Mar1 Askew and Patrick Foiley, Kelly Askins and Joanne Rhodes,
Barbara Clark, Kathleen Farrar, Sandy Furrh., and Ellen Johnson and her son Thomas Frasure -- as well as two new
babies -- AJ Pruitt and Kala Burr-McNeal,

We continue to hold Pot Luck suppers each first First Day, many with the Youth Group attending. Meetings for
Learning are scheduled for third First Days and we have Spotlight on one of our members or attenders on fourth First
Days.

Meeting for Worship Clerk for 1996 Treasurer for 1996 SAYMA Rep
11 a.m. First Day Kristi Estes David Ciscel Ron McDonald
917 South Cooper 1793 Forrest 1950 Nelson Ave. 919 No. Idlewild

Memphis, TN, 38104 Memphis, TN, 38112 Memptus, TN, 38104 Memphis, TN, 38107
Q01-372-8130 901-274-0833 001-272-9229 901-272-9850



Nashville Monthly Meeting

. The Religious Society of Friends
Clerk: F. John Potter Assistant Clerk: Emily Passino

STATE OF THE MEETING, 1995 - 1996

As this is written, the Nashville Meeting is completing another annual cycle of collective and
individual growth, change and life. We are blessed with a substantial core group of "'almost-
every-weekers" and our meetings for worship are highly charged with spiritual energy. At least
part of the fullness of the silence is attributed 10 the creation of a Spiritual Formation Group in the
Fall of 1995. Almost twenty of our number had a weekend retreat on discovery of a spiritual
discipline, led by Betsy Meyer and Virginia Schurman from Baltimore Y.M. Our large group was
also parceled into smaller groups, and both the large and small groups meet about once a month.

Part of the life of the meeting is the change and transformation in the lives of the individual
members. Membership continues to ebb and flow, with four new or transferring members including
this clerk and several who have moved to other places in their spiritual and geographic journeys.
Children grow and go off to college. During the year, the Meeting has overseen one marriage and
celebrated with Sam Dempsey, 2 beloved former member of Nashville Meeting, at his June 1995
wedding to Dee Edelman. Various members of the meeting have served in wider Quaker activities
as well. Qur teenagers have been actively participating in SAYMA young Friends activities. We
also joined in commemorating the 75 anniversary of Tennessee’s ratification of the 19
Amendment, Women’s Sufffage by carrying a banner in a parade.

Our expeniment with rearranging our First Day schedule has gone well. The First Hour activities,
coordinated by the Adult Education committee, begins about ¢ AM. Activities range from Worship
Sharing on various topics to discussions (led by members or outside visitors) to travel reports.
Singing begins about 10:15 AM followed by settling into the Silence about 10:30. Qur latest
experiment is in having an extended worship period on the fifth Sunday of months so equipped.
Sacred Harp singing occurs twice a month, and our Wednesday evening worship continues to have
regular attendance.

The Ministry and Counsel commuittee has been quite active this year. Under its guidance, our Fall
Retreat focused on a "visioning" exercise for the Meeting, which was followed by a half-day
retreat in February that continued the process. Our visioning is proceeding through the seasoning
process as we hold the this concemn in the Light. Vanderbilt’s Divinity School offered special
group rates for their Tuesday Evening classes and a number of our members & attenders took
advantage of this opportunity. The M&C committee has also labored with a minute on the
Meeting's role in recognizing enduring, faithful and spiritual relationships between two people
regardless of either's sex. The process, which has taken several years, culminated in a threshing
session that produced the minute which Nashville Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of
Friends presents to SAYMA this year (1996).

The Peace and Social Concerns Committee has extended the Meeting's outreach to the immediate
Nashville community through our involvement with the local Room at the Inn program, ongoing
support to a neighboring church and the Godfather/mother program (helping disadvantaged
youth),

YEH Ecklen Avenue Nashvilie, 10 37212 (51%) 20502208



Royal Friends Worship Group
otate of the Worship Group Report
June, 1598

Royal Friends Worship Group meets regularly now, once a week, in the
Cemmon Ground Cornmunity Center, in homes, ¢r at the side of a nearby
pond. We rejoice in weiceming a new family*, recently moved here frem
Athens, AL Friends Waorship Group. This has increzsed our rumbers to five
active adults, one child and several dogs. Two inactive aduits have taken
leave to build their home.

In April, we gathered in cur meﬂtmg spacz with Eirmingham Friends to

explore our relationship as an “indulged” warsnip group under the care of

Birmincham Monthiy Mesting. We shared woership, fellowship, discussicn
ana a potluck. it felt good to have so many worship with us.

Most rrequently silent, our participants dzscrice our worship as great,
wonderful and mtereotmg More worshin sharing is desired by the group
and we are nieeting in June to consider options for second hour and
outreach. We recentiy previewed the vigeo "wha are Quakers?” as a
cossibility for local outreach.

we enthusiastically welcome visitors from other meetings to come and
worship with us. We offer hospitality ang a bezautiful, quiet enviranment,

Respectfuliy submitted,
Sara Rose, recorger -

*The Brindles (Alden, Gail & Cassandra, age 8) have purchased land close
oy to create a third intentional community in our area. The land is
forested with streams. The Locust Fork River with a popuiar waterfall
runs through the Tower section. Tney invite anyane interested in voluntary




Tri-Cities Friends Preparative Meeting
State of Meeting Report, June 1996

Tri-Cities Friends Preparative meeting is taking a leap of faith
in requesting certification as a monthly meeting. Our letter to West
Knoxville reads in part:

nmri-Cities Friends Preparative Meeting hids examined its
spiritual state and feels it is ready to be certified as a Monthly
Meeting. Although its attendance is small, all who attend are com-
mitted to the meeting and to the Religicus Society of Friends. ...
We have several others who are committed to other churches who par-
ticipate in the life of the meeting in some way. And we have friends
in Bristol ready to start a worship group under care of Tri-Cities
Meeting."

Our membership has been active in the life of the Yearly Meet-
ing, attending conferences and meetings, and holding the positions
of registrar, newsletter editor, and Junior Yearly Meeting coord-
inators within the past year. We also continue to "Adopt a Highway"
as our community activity. - '

This activity and commitment of those who worship together in
our meeting may mask to those outside, the anxiety with which we
view our membership size and the continued life of the meeting and
suggest a self-reliance which we have assumed only of necessity.
We continue to meet and assess our strengths and weaknesses, joys
and concerns:

We are geographically diverse, providing opportunity for wider
outreach and perspective--We are geographically diverse interfering
with a sense of belonging to a particular larger (non-Quaker)
community.

We are physically and spiritually active in our meeting--ve
have to be.

Qur membership is small and committed, and we are able to unite
spiritually--our membership is small and committed, and new attenders
may feel self-conscious and pressured to vEit inWt

Growth may be disruptive to the caring and cohesion of the "old
group." ' _

None of our small number is required to be absent from worship to
teach First Day School--there are no children in the meeting.

gur lives are full, bringing a wealth of experience to the
meeting--our lives are full, and our energies and resources are
limited.

We are able to be silent in meeting--we are often silent in
meeting. )

We are Friendly--we are stubborn, and shy, and more comfortable
giving than receiving help. Nonetheless, we ask that we be held in
the light as we seek clearness for our continued involvement in the
life of the Religious Society of Friends, both individually and as a
meeting.



State of the Meeting Report
West Knoxville Monthily Meeting
2nd Day, Sixth Month, 1996

The recurring theme this past year in the experience of West Knoxville Friends has been the
question of whether to expand and/or remodel our meetinghouse. While it may seem (and
sometimes has seemed 10 us) that we've spent an inordinate amount of time on this worldly and
material topic, we have in fact been led to deep and probing consideration of what we really need to
provide for oursetves, of the role we play in the larger community, and of the way we attend and
minister to each other: issues at the core of our corporate spiritual life. We haven't yet attained a-
clear unity on what to do about the building, although there has been considerable movement and.
we continue 10 work on it, but the process has born unexpected fruit.

While considening the right use of the resources -- emotional, spiritual, and physical as well as
financial -- that we are spending or proposing to spend on our building, we were challenged to
consider devoting a tithe of those resources Lo some project for community improvement. In receqt
years, West Knoxville Meeting has viewed iiself as primarity contemplative, providing support
for social action projects undertaken by individual members and attenders and nurturance to those
individuals, but not assuming a sustained, corporate involvement. In response to the chaflenge, we
contemplate changing the way we define ourselves, We're engaged in discerning whether we do
‘now fee! called as a meeting 1o social outreach, voicing uneasiness about the risks invoived in
working with people different from ourselves in situations where we have little direct experience,
as well as expressing eagerness to put our testimonies 10 work in the places where we live. To
explore these concerns experientially and o identify a social service project that the meeﬁng can
urite with, we've begun doing small, short-term efforts with several local agencies. It has taken us
two years to proceed to this point in our deliberations on the building; we intend to take similar care
in discerning our leading to social action. |

In the course of long and occasionally contentious deliberations, we've been reminded repeatedty
of the need to listen carefully and speak gently, to honor that of God in each other even when it is
difficult, to conduct our business faithfuily within the meeting for worship. Sometimes the
reminder comes because we've succeeded, because at the end of an arduous meeting we've moved
forward together and [eel ourselves blessed in the company of Friends. Sometimes it comes from
failure, bringing (rustration and fear of fragmentation, and from these experiences, we returm
chastened to try again to attune our diverse selves o the Spirit of the gathered meeting in the
tradition of Friends. We hope in that Light that our hearts will be softened and our necks learn to
bend, at least a little.

We continue our efforts at community-building with singings, potluck meals and intergenerational
programs, and through gatherings of Friendly Eights. In recent weeks, we've been sharing in our



second hour feelings about the need to share our spiritual lives more deeply and regularly, and
hope to develop this theme more fully in the coming year. This year's meeting retreat was held in
conjunction with the SAYMA-sponsored workshop on clerking, {ostering development of closer
relationships within the vearly meeting as well as within the monthly meeting. We've grown this
vear by six new members and by several new [amilies or individual attenders. A religious
education committee of parents and concerned Friends has begun to meet more regularly to address
concemns and nurture spiritual study and growth in the Meeting. We have more primary and middle
schoot children in First Day School than in the recent past. Unfortunately, the high school group
has been temporarnily reduced by graduations and departures. The middle school group has
undertaken the direction of their religious education program, with the advice and oversight of
selected concerned adults. They have visited other religious groups, participated in SAYF, and
undertaken several excursions.

[t has not been an easy year for West Knoxville Friends, but it has been a2 productive year. Our

meeting for worship continues to be the vessel of our community life, wherein we are comforted,
nourished, challenged, soothed and shaken and held up in the Light of Divine and human love.

/WW\//CVMU%/ 9@//// e

Sharon Annis and Kathleen Mavournin, Co-clerks



6/13-16

SAYMA ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT CALENDAR
19083

SAYMA Yearly Gathering #26, Warren Wilson Coliege
Summer Representative Meeting #84

NOTE: If there is a new Treasurer or new signers to the Bond Federal Credit Union banking .
account, ail corporate papers must be filled and signed by all signers. They need their SSN,
employer, photocopy of drivers license, and their signatures on two forms--fill in ali blanks.
See "Banking Account” folder in the office file.

711

7/10

7115

7/18

8/1

. Deadiine for Directory pages--if not received at YM. Foliow up with phone calls

to non-respondents.
Deadtine for SAF--editorial deadline -

Nominating Cmte. report--send job descriptions from Handbook

Send letter of invitation to the naxt WQO to make a report to our YM on the
following schedule:
1996--AFSC; 1997--FCNL, 1998--FGC; 1999--FWCC

Recording Clerk should send office the minutes--of both YM business meeting and
Summer Representative Meeting minutes

Send SAF contributions to Emol.
Send SAF mailing list to Errol

Send out to:
Clerks, Representatives, Officers, and Committee Chzirs the following:

Cover, and contents page of YM Gathering report

Episties

Minutes of YM Gathering and Summer Representative Meeting
Treasurer's Report

Registrar's Report

Administrative Assistant's Report

Nominating Committee Repornt with addresses of WQO reps
State of the Meeting Reports

Miscelianeous attachments

Nots: Request hospitality and direction information from Fall RM host. Aiso, will
babysitting be available? Any date requirement for that? Need this information
by 98/12.

woQ
Minutes and pertinent attachments of YM and Representative Meeting
Names and addresses of WQO representatives

Other Yearly Meetings:
Epistles

Send Directory pages to Meetings for corrections

SAYMA ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT CALENDAR 1



8/15
9/1

g/12
3/20

10/3

10/18
10/20

1111

1143

SAF mailing deadline

Pirectory draft proofs must be returned to the office.

Send census information to FWCC

Take Directory to printer

Send preliminary mailing for Fall Representative Meeting. Include:

Letter of invitation with contents of mailing

Draft agenda

Directions to meeting place and hospitality information

Administrative Assistant Report {send to Admin. Oversight people not on
the regular mailing fist)

1996-1997 calendar

Census repon

SAF counts for each meeting

Miscellaneous attachtments

N.B. Send M&N Committee members mesting information

Prepare materials to go to the Fall Representative Meeting. [n crates put the
following items:

Copies of Faith and Pragtice--to be sold at @$2.50
Directories

Handbooks

name tags with flow pens

Sign in sheets

Sign up for Directories and Handbooks

Money Box

Tape recorder and batteries

Extra agendas

Meeting Minutes notebook

Administrative Assistant Log Book

Scotch tape, pads of paper, extra pens, etc.

SAF mailing list to be updated and comected with count sheet attached

Fall Representative Meeting #85 in Nashville, TN

Mail SAF contributions to Errol or have at Representative Meeting
Mail SAF labels to Errol. _

Mail out Handbooks and Directories as needed.

Will get YM schedule with addresses from FWCC, make corrections in
Mac "WQQ" file.

Peadling for SAF materials

Recording Clerk should send October minutes 10 the Clerk of meeting and it should
be recieved in the office by this date,

SAYMA ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT CALENDAR 2



12/1

1723

1/25

2i2

2110

2123

Request information from Winter RM, Asheville, NC for hospitality. map,and
direction information; is babysitting available? by what date do you need to
know? Need information by 12/18,

Request from M&N minutes and other items from their last meeting to go out with
the Representative Meeting mailing.

Send draft agenda of Winter Representative Meeting to Clerk for approval. it will
be mailed out with the rest of the mailing 1/2.

SAF mailing deadline

-----------------------------------------------------------

Preliminary mailing for Winter Representative Meeting. include:

Letter of invitation with contents of mailing

Draft agenda

Minutes of Fall Representative Meeting

Directions to meeting place and hospitality information

Administrative Assistant Report (send to Admin. Oversight people not on
the regufar mailing list)

Miscellaneous attachmemis

Send M&N Committee members meeting information: letter of invitation with
hospitality, directions, their agenda and minutes.

Prepare materiais to go 10 the Winter Representative Meeting. in crates put the
following items:

Copies of Faith and Practice

Directories

Handbooks

name tags with flow pens

Sign in sheets

Sign up for Directories and Handbooks
Money Box

Tape recorder, batteries, and tapes

Extra agendas

Meeting Minutes notebook

Administrative Assistant bog Book

Scotch tape, pads of paper, extra pens, etc.
SAF mailing list to be updated and corrected with count sheet attached

Winter Representative Meating #86 in Atlanta, GA (alternate date 2/1)

Mail SAF contributions to Erol Hess or have at Representative Meeting
Mail SAF labels to Emol.

Deadline for SAF

Recording Clerk should send office minutes of Winter Representative Meeting

SAYMA ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT CALENDAR 3



3118
3/30
4 and 5
4/15

S/t

6/1

6/10

6/13-15

711

711

Mail SAF contributions and labels to Errol

Deadline for SAF

Send out YM packets to requestors

Request materials from M&N for their mailing. -

Prefiminary mailing for Yearly Gathering and Summer Representative Meeting,
Include: _

Lefter of invitation with contents of mailing

Draft agendas--YM and Rep. Meeting

Minutes of Winter Representative Meeting :

Administrative Assistant Report (send to Admin. Oversight members not
_ on the regular mailing list)

Miscellansous attachments

N.B. Send M&N Committee members meeting information

Mail Directory pages for correction. Perhaps they can be returned at
YM

Request census information--include form.

Send letter of invitation to WQO to make a report at next year's Yearly Gathering
FGC for Yearly Gathering, 1998

Prepare materials to go to Yearly Meeting. In crates put the folfowing items:

Copies of Faith and Practice

Directories

Handbooks

Sign in sheets

Sign up for Directories and Handbooks
Money Box '
Tape recorder and batieries

Extra agendas

Meeting Minutes notebook

Administrative Assistant Log Book

Scotch tape, pads of paper, extra pens, etc.
SAF mailing list to be updated and corrected with count sheet attached

Yearly Gathering #27 at Hiawassee College, TN
Summer Representative Meeting #87

Deadline for Directory pages. Follow up with phone calis to non-respondents.
Deadline for Directory pages--if not received at YM. Follow up with phone calls

to non-respondents.
Deadline for SAF--editorial deadtine
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Nominating Cmte. report--send job descriptions from Handbook

Send letter of invitation to the next WQO 10 make a report t0 our YM on the
following schedule:
1996--AFSC; 1997--FCNL; 1938--FGC: 1999--FWCC

7/10 Fiei:ording Clerk should send office the minutes--of both YM business meeting and
Summer Representative Meeting minutes

7115 Send SAF contributions to Ermol.
. Send SAF mailing list to Errol

7/18 Send out to:
Clerks, Representatives, Officers, and Committee Chairs the following:

Cover, and contents page of YM Gathering repon

Epistles

Minutes of YM Gathering and Summer Represeniative Meeting
Treasurer's Repon

Registrar's Report

Administrative Assistant’s Repor

Nominating Committee Report with addresses of WQO reps
State of the Meeting Reports

Misceilaneous attachments

Note: Request hospitality and direction information from Fali RM host. Also, will
babysitting be available? Any date requirement for that? Need this information
by 9/12.

WO

Minutes and pertinent attachments of YM and Representative Meeting
Names and addresses of WQO representatives

Other Yearly Meetings:

Epistles
7127 Deadline for SAF
g/1 Send Directory pages to Meetings for corrections
B/15 Directory draft proofs must be retumed to the office.

Deadline for census information in the office.
NOTE: If there is a new Treasurer or new signers to the Bond Federat Credit Union banking
account, all corporate papers must be filled and signed by all signers. They need their SSN,
employer, photocopy of drivers license, and their signatures on two forms--fill in ali
blanks.See "Banking Account" folder in the office file.

9/1 Send census inforrnation to FWCC
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9/12 Take Directory to printer

9/15 Should receive M&N minutes 10 be mailed out to committee members: letter of
invitation to Fall RM; minutes,hospitality, directions and their agenda.
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